Western Wake
Fire-Rescue
Family Tree

Relocated 1953
New fire stations at 100
E. Chatham St. (Station 1)
and Cedar St. (Station 2).

Cary – Western Boulevard – Cary Rural
Fairgrounds – Yrac – Western Wake

In 1955, CFD added rescue services.
Their Civil Defense unit was only the
second rescue unit in the county.

Western Blvd. Rural FD
Incorporated 1957 n

In 1958, the Cary Rural Fire District was redefined
and renamed Yrac, or Cary spelled backwards.

Fire station at corner of
Western and Powell.

Disbanded
1960

In 1954, CFD reorganized as a private corporation,
and joined the county’s new rural fire department
program. t

WBFD disbanded after annexation
by the city. The members organized
FFD the following year.

In 1960, CFD split into two
groups, for calls inside and
outside of town.

Fire stations at 100 E.
Chatham St. (Station 1)
and Cedar St. (Station 2).

Fairgrounds Rural FD
Incorporated 1961
Fire station at
1515 Blue Ridge Rd.

Fire station at corner of
Cedar and Ward, in
rented building behind
service station.

In 1964, a portable restaurant burned
during the State Fair. This likely led to
the creation of the fair’s fire brigade in
the mid-1960s. Other early fires on the
grounds included a cattle barn in 1958,
display booths in 1962, and concession
stands in 1965.

In 1963, the first full-time
Fire Chief was hired.
By 1964, CFD had three fulltime and 15 part-time
firefighters.

Relocated
1965

Relocated
1966

New fire station at
100 N. Academy St.

New fire station at
325 E. Durham Rd.

In 1971, Station 1 was
expanded with more
apparatus, training,
and sleeping space.

Circa 1974, a new Dodge utility van was
delivery, which was outfitted with air
packs, a generator, and lights.

In 1972, CFD began dispatching
the newly organized Cary Area
Rescue Squad.

In 1975, a new Ford/Bean pumper
was delivered. It was painted limeyellow, the only one in the county
outside of the airport.

In the mid-1970s, the fire station was
expanded with two additional apparatus
bays, and a day room in the rear.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, a
trio of new Simon-Duplex/Grumman
pumper-tankers were delivered, of
model years 1985, 1989, and 1991.

Relocated
1992

Station 2
Opened
1976

New fire station at
875 NE Maynard Rd.

Station 1
Relocated
1991

New fire station at
1501 N. Harrison Ave.

By 1991, CFD was a career
department with four fire
stations.

New fire station at
4120 District Dr.

Merged
1998

Merged
1998

Western Wake Fire-Rescue
Incorporated June 28, 1998

Station 1
District Dr.

Beginning in 1998, crews
from both stations were
co-located during the
State Fair, along with
the contracted fire
brigade. 

Station 2
Durham Rd.

On July 1, 2008, Station 2 was closed, and
CFD started contracted protection to the
newly created Cary Suburban Fire District. 

Closed 2008
Sold 2010

Milestones from 1991 to
present include:
1996 – Station 5
2001 – Station 6
2007 – Station 7
2013 – Station 8
2015 – Station 2
Relocated
2015 – Station 9

Notations
n Organized by members of the Western Boulevard Exchange
Club, WBFD protected ~1,500 homes and businesses. By the end
of 1957, nearly 600 property owners had purchased service
subscriptions. The fire station was the corner service station, and
then a converted “barbecue shed” on the opposite side of Powell
Drive.
On April 1, 1960, the city annexed most of their district,
including 600 of 720 subscribers. Raleigh opened a new fire
station on Method Road. WBFD disbanded and some of the their
equipment was disposed to the new Swift Creek FD. In 1961, the
WBFD members organized Fairgrounds FD, to protect
unincorporated areas around the State Fairgrounds.
 The State Fair Fire Brigade was a group of off-duty city
firefighters contracted annually for fire protection. They utilized
borrowed equipment and resided on site. They operated until
2005. By that time, Western Wake was a co-contracted provider,
and assumed the sole role in 2006.

t Cary’s first fire company was organized in 1922 and
operated a 1923 chemical car. After the first fire hydrants
were installed in town, they received a 1926 Nash pumper.
The fire department was modernized in 1953 with a number
of improvements: a new Seagrave pumper, a new fire station
at the new Town Hall, and a second fire station in a new
storage building nearby. During the 1950s, they added more
equipment, joined the county’s rural fire department
program, and started planning to build a larger fire station.
In 1960, CRFD was split into two entities, a new CFD
serving the town, and the rural fire department serving
unincorporated areas. The 24 members were equally split
between the two groups. The following year, CRFD was
renamed Yrac Rural Fire Department.

 Organized in 1971, the volunteer Cary Area Rescue
Squad operated independent of the fire department. They
also provided technical rescue services. In 1997, CFD
assumed this role, and the CARS rescue truck was
transferred to the fire department.
 Western Wake Station 2 was one of several countyfunded fire stations evaluated for closure, after
recommendations of a 2004 fire station and equipment
study. The report recommended that nearby municipal
fire departments instead serve those service areas, with
an expected savings in operational costs. Station 2 was
closed in 2008. Two years later, the process was
suspended and no further fire stations were evaluated for
closure.
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