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Raleigh Fire Department History — 1792 to 1926

City of Raleigh created.

First fire engine purchased; first volunteer fire company formed.

Second fire engine purchased; second volunteer fire company formed.
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No. 1 No. 2
Excelsior Rescue
Company Company

Named Co. 1 and Co. 2 by

1856
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No.1 r No. 2
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Hand
Engine
Fire Company Merchants
No. 1 (c) Ind. Company
Victor Rescue Steam
Company (c) Fire Eng. Co.
New Hand
Engine, 1875
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Hose Company
by 1890

In 1896, a new HQ fire station opened
Morgan 5t. for the Capital Hose and H
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Rescue
Hose Co.

on W.
ook &

Ladder companies. In 1898, a new Victor Co.

engine house opened on E. Hargett St.

Hose Co. 2
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By 1926, the hose companies were

renamed engine companies.
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Hook & Ladder

Hand engine — Hand-pulled
& powered pumping engine,
first delivered in 1819.

Steam engine — Steam-pow-

Fire department organized

ered pumping engine, first
delivered in 1870.

Hook and ladder truck —

Wagon with ladders, fire
hooks, and other tools.

Bucket truck — Wagon with
buckets, ladders, and other
tools.

Chemical engine — Wagon

Company First fire cisterns
In 1852, a formal fire department was organized. The first paid fire chief was hired,
the first fire cisterns were built, and the first firehouse was erected as an addition
to the City Market. The following year, two new hand engines were delivered.
Y Civil War begins
be
ed,
1853 Hand Engine
Hook & Ladder | Bucket Fire department
Company Company reorganized
Protection
Co. 2
1870 Mechanics ks
I Steam ¢ Hand
No. 2 !
Engine ' Engine
Bucket
Company (c)
i Phoenix
Champion )
chem. engines Chemical Co.
L Eureka “
ew Han .
Truck, 1875 frs: Co;
Capital Ind dent Proposed
| Hand apita ndependern Hand Phoenix Hose
reel Hose Co. Hose Co. reel Co., 1887
& New Ladder l
Wagon, 1890 ‘ 1889
n

Womble Hook & i

with water tanks, that can

pressurized and discharg-
using chemical reactions.

Hose company — Reel or

wagon with hose, that's

connected to fire hydrants,
for hose streams powered
by engines or hydrant
pressure.

In 1870, new facilities were completed for housing
fire apparatus: the Rescue Company engine house,
and Metropolitan Hall, a new municipal building
with fire engine rooms and a fireman’s hall.

First horses

First hydrants

Hose streams were now powered
by hydrant pressure, and the hand
L and steam engines were no longer
needed at most fires.

Ladder Co. ] ] ‘
In 1906, a new steam engine was delivered, LA. Mahler
1 for major fires and protection against 5 Co.
The new fire department took over the water system failure. teamer .
equipment and facilities of the volunteer
fire companies in December 1912, I
sl sty ek Career fire department _
(not staffed) - Hose Co.1 *® Steam Efnﬁlne .
t
In 1914, a new Station 2 (unstaffed)
| opened on S. Salisbury Street. 1 1
W.SI‘::ggan W. Morgan W. Morgan
5”:‘“ First motor apparatus . il
~5
In 1913, two chemical hose cars were
delivered, followed in 1914 by the first
motorized pumping engine.
In 1916,_0 motor aerfu”uddu?r Last horse retired
was delivered and a fourth fire
company was placed in service.
TruckCo.1 '@
In 1926, two new fire stations opened on Jefferson
treet and Park Drive, to protect the expanding
= S d Park Dri h di
northern and western sides of the city.

\

Engine Co.1 | Engine Co.4 | Engine Co. 5
In 1922, a motor service ladder
truck was delivered, and the truck | |
company became a two-piece unit. Jefferson Street Park Drive

l l

The steamer
was retired
in the 1930s.

-

Notes: The notation (c) indicates a colored fire company. The first fire engine was suggested in 1802. Funds were solicited, but the apparatus was apparently never ordered. The fire
companies in 1853 took their names from the two newly delivered engines. Fire company organization during the Civil War is not known. Before the Rescue Company received a
dedicated horse team in 1879, they used private horses or the city horses for parades and at some fires. The steamer was hand-pulled for most of the time. In 1888, the first fire
alarm boxes were installed. They triggered the city bell housed at Metropolitan Hall.
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