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man has something happen 

man tells woman what happened man does not tell woman what happened 

woman asks for 
few details 

woman asks for 
many details 

man positively 
reinforced for 

action of telling 

man negatively 
reinforced for 

action of telling ergo, man 
continues 

telling 

woman learns 
of thing later 

woman never 
learns of thing 

women 
doesn’t 

mind not 
being told 

woman 
minds  

not 
being told 

man negatively 
reinforced for  

action of not telling 

man realizes either choice leads to 
negative consequence - e.g., damned if 

you do, damned if you don’t 

woman 
doesn’t feel  
"connection 

threat" 

case 
closed 

woman 
doesn’t feel 
"connection 

threat" 

woman 
doesn’t feels 
"connection 

threat" 

man not willing to 
provide any details 

(maybe he’s really tired) 

woman does 
not express 

negative 
feelings in 
context of 

man 

woman feels 
"connection  

 threat" 

man not 
willing  to 

provide 
many 
details 

woman expresses 
negative feelings 
in context of man 

woman feels 
"connection 

threat" 

woman expresses 
negative feelings in 

context of man 

case 
closed 

woman does not 
express negative 

feelings 

case closed  
(but bomb 
is  ticking) 

man willing 
to provide 
few details 

man willing  
to provide 

many details 
(stop laugh- 
ing, it can  
happen...) 

case 
closed 

woman 
doesn’t feel 
"connection 

threat" 

women 
doesn’t 
mind 

non-details 

woman 
minds 
non-

details 

case 
closed 

woman 
doesn’t feel 
"connection 

threat" 

woman feels 
"connection 

threat" 

woman does not 
express negative 

feelings 

case closed  
(but he’ll hear 
about it later) 

man clams 
e.g. doesn’t talk 


