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Early Charlotte Fire 

Department History

Charlotte Fire Engine Co.  
Incorporated, 1832

First fire engine, 1830

Charlotte H&L
by 1861

Pioneer
1874
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1871
Incorporated

�
 

Indp. H&L
1868

1872
Incorporated

1877
Incorporated
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Yellow Jacket (c)

1868

�
 

New hand 
engine, 1866

In 1892, the Dreadnaught Fire 
Company was created as an 
auxiliary of the Neptune Fire 
Company.

Dreadnaught (c)

1892

1905
Disbanded 

Sta 2
by 1900

Sta 1
1887

1925
Moved
S. Davidson St.

p  

c1904
Moved

S. Church St.
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Horses retired

First hydrants, 1882
p  

1883
Moved

W. 6th St.

First steam engine, 1867
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� 1849
Incorporated (again)

� Fire department reorganized, 1856
Second hand engine, 1856

Comprised of slaves

1866 hand engine received from Hornets, c1870-71

Charlotte FE
by 1832

1858
Disbanded
Equipment to new company 

Neptune (c)
1875�

 

Re-organized as 
Neptune Co.

1873
New Steamer �

 

Did the company stay intact, through 
the decade? They’re cited in news 
reports through at least 1863.

Hornet Steam Fire Engine 
and Hose Co. No. 1

Pioneer Steam Fire Engine 
and Hose Co. No. 2

Neptune No. 3

Dreadnaught  No. 4

1892
Disbanded

In 1887, the Hornet, Pioneer, and Independent companies ceased 
operating and turned their equipment over to city. Each group 
continued meeting, electing officers, etc., for a number of years.

E. Trade St.

N. Church St.

South Boulevard

Sta 3
1909

1914
Now Station 2

In 1914, Station 2 on N. Church Street closed, fire company moved 
to Station 1, and Station 3 on South Boulevard renamed Station 2

Louise Avenue

W. 5th Street

p 
1877
Moved
E. Trade St.

q  

1891
Moved
E. 5th St.

p  

1928
Moved 

Belmont Ave.

c1882
Station rebuiltp 

p  

1914
Moved

South Boulevard

p  1893
Moved

E. Trade St.
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1883
Moved
N. Tryon St. 
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1845
Fire company reorganized

1875

1880

1885

1890

1895

1900

1905

1910

1915

1920

1925

1870

1865

1860

1855

1850

1845

1840

1835

1830

1875

1880

1885

1890

1895

1900

1905

1910

1915

1920

1925

1870

1865

1860

1855

1850

1845

1840

1835

1830

First motor truck, 1907

Career department, 1887
First alarm system, 1887

First horses, 1876

Leather to canvas hose, 1883

Charlotte FD created, 1875

On-call system ended, 1907

Third steamer, 1902

Second steam engine, 1873

Third hand engine, 1866

Hornet
1867

Sta 4
1926

Sta 3
1917

Colored Fire Co.
1858

Independent Hook & Ladder 
Company

Charlotte Hook & Ladder 
Company
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1902
Remodeled

Harrison Watts (c)

1882 
E. D. Latta

1882

�
 1879

First horses
�
 

1876
First horses

Harrison Watts Hose 
Company No. 4

E. D. Latta Hose 
Company No. 6

In 1882, the Harrison Watts and E. D. Latta 
hose companies organized, but failed to 
procure hose, reels, or other equipment, nor 
were recognized by city officials as 
members of the fire department.
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By 1854, the fire company 
had again ceased to exist as 
an organized entity.

By 1848, the fire company 
had ceased to exist as an 
organized entity.
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