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WAKE COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENTS — FAMILY TREE

WFFD #2 was phased out in 1979. They answered
relatively few calls, and their remaining members
were absorbed into the town fire dept.

In 1982, WFFD #2 merged with WFFD, and their fire
station was closed. In 1993, the town and the rural
fire departments merged and a new non-profit
corporation was created.

Mergers

In 2020, WFFD
merged with the
town of Wake Forest.

Merger

1921
Wake Forest (Municipal)

In 2012, the Falls fire
station became Wake
Forest Station 5.

Sta 5
2012

Comprised of black firefighters. Had separate personnel, equipment, facility.

Sta 2 Sta 3

X | Wake Forest, 1983

Had separate equipment and later separate facility from town fire dept. 1982

WF #2 (M) v

1956

o

2000
{fior county)

Wakette Fire District The Falls Community Club house was converted Merger 2016
Fa I I % » 197 0 into a fire station that is still used today.
- Impacted by annexations, SFFD moved
S IX FO rks farther north on Six Forks Road in 1962,
1956 and to Lynn Road in 1974. *° Merger
E
Originally named Six Forks Road FD In 1976, SFED members helped organize Six Forks Rescue Squad. £1997-083
Many firefighters were also squad members, and provided medical ; . 2
care on scene in the years and decades before the department In 2002, the Six Forks fire station
B a y Le af Joined the county First Responder program. became Bay Leaf Station 3. Merger

b 5 i o) ;

~ SHFD helped BLFD organize, which began Sta 2, 1993 A 9 Gtg 3, .2002
responding south of the Neuse River.

1961

Northern Wake y
20 17 i Sta 5 closed

1984 2025

3 * W ’
' Originally named Stoney Hill FD Impacted by annexations and the rapid growth of the city, z 1994
9 y y Durham Highway added new fire stations to the north and S.::?;::'eré . St d 2; 1 99 7

west. Shortly before Station 3 opened, Station 1 was closed,
and Station 3 was soon renamed Station 1. c1991

1986 1995-967 I In 2000, Raleigh Station 23 opened

Stony Hill
1958

Durham Highway 25372 i;@; : the facity with DHID.
1925 1964 :
Fuquay-Varina (Municipal) i g
Sta 2 o Sta3
FV Ru ra I{ 19 54 Had separate equipment and facilities from Merger 1991 2003
Furina fire district town fire dept, but shared personnel. 1972 197 (?)

W

Garner (Municipal)
2025

3 In 1997, the rural St. Mary’s and Panther
During early years, had separate resources and Branch fire districts were combined into the

. personnel for calls inside and outside the town limits. I Garner Suburban Fire District. | v
2002

Sta 2, 1975

Merged with
town in 2025

1952

Sta 5
2024

Sta 4, 2010

In 2012, four regional tanker strike teams were created, to
improve the efficiency of requesting and responding with
tankers for water supply operations.

In the 1960s, rural fire depts developed methods of shuttling water, using “quick

St. Mary’s Fire District,
outside of town
S \ n ' P ft C re e k dump” valves on their tankers and portable “dump tanks.” This greatly increased
I the capacity for pumping water at structure fires in areas not served by hydrants.

i9¢0 ®HBb—m——mm"-——m"m"m""""%

- - Originally and briefly
Fa irview named Ten Ten FD

1963 e -V k>

Merger stal-OIdHSRFD Public Safety split into
1997 Sta 2 - HSFD fire and police, 2006

2001

Ten Ten
Fire District

The installation of municipal water systems in early decades led to the Ho I I Y S p ri n g S H O I I y S p ri N g S

formation of fire departments. Hoses were connected directly to fire i ¥ HSFD also operated Sta 3
hydrants and no pumping engines were required. They were typically Rura Lr 1971 Pu bl IC Sa fety 1995 ok EMS services from 2008
carried on hand reels or motor trucks in Apex, Cary, Fuquay-Varina, ’ 1998 to 2010.

Wake Forest, Wendell, and Zebulon. Explosive growth in the 1990s resulted in the
town creating a public safety department

with police (1992) and fire (1995) services.

1921

Zebulon (Municipal) Y

1987

Merger

Ze b u IO n R ura I 4 1 9 53 Had separate equipment from town fire dept, but shared facilities and personnel. =000

WakEIl:ln FirE Distril:t —*

1999

Sta 2 Around 1990, WFD added Sta 3
. e a haz-mat team that
We nd e I I ( M unici pa I ) Had separate equipment from town fire dept, but shared facilities and personnel. 1988 operated until 2007. 1999 2021
1908-12 .
Mereger In 2002, the town created a fire department,
Wendell’s first fire We I'ld e I I R urd I, 1 957 198gS as a part of a new Public Safety division, and
department was Wendell-Holmes Fire District with help from KFD members. y Sta 3 Sta 4
organized between P Public Safety split into a <
1908 and 1912. Kn Ightd ale PS, 2002 B fireond pu'fic; ol 2020 2024
Kn ig htd a I e 1 9 54 In 1960, split into town and rural sections Renamed
’ that shared facilities, equipment, and
Alert Fire District, outside of town personnel. 7{.;5 ended jﬁeﬁ-lggi 1982 Sta 2, 1995 Ea Sterl’l Wa ke, 2003 Merger

W

1997
From 1989 to 1991, WNHFD operated a dive team.

Station 1 closed as a means to enhance service to the response areaq,
? with the city contracted to respond from its five surrounding and often
After sponsorship ended, members formed Wake closer stations, and the fully staffed New Hope engine company moved

Wa ke - N ew H 0 p e} 1 9 5 6 Underwater Search and Recovery Inc. to Station 2, to become the county’s first dual-company fire station.

15974 1985 ‘ ' ‘ ‘
Wake County has continued to see rapid residential :
Sta 2 growth in unincorporated areas. Station 1
1988 Closed, 2022

Rolesville (Municipal)
2025

Decades earlier, the business section of
Rolesville was destroyed by fire in 1913.
Similar major fires destroyed downtown
areas of Apex (1911), Fuquay Springs (1919),
Fuquay-Varina (1946), and Wendell (1925).

Merged with
town in 2025

Rolesville, 1958

Hopkins
1977

Hopkins® first fire truck was a retired 1957 pumper from Raleigh.
Rural fire depts often started with hand-me-down or homemade
equipment, as well as the donated time and efforts of members,

In 1952, a rura.-‘f e dEpt . - for building facilities, furnishing apparatus, and other needs.

1927

E E;gﬂﬂﬂﬁ%idﬂ r;%'suﬂﬂg Eﬂf;ﬂ;fin Sta 3 Sta g Apex Eﬁ:g gﬂs Sta s Sta 6
A p ex ( M u n I CI p a I ) and rural resources. 200 2 2007 gg;%ﬂg; zmgr-ﬂm 2017 2024

In 1961, the rural fire dept was split into two entities. By the 1980s, the

¢ : e In 2004, AFD joined NC USAR Task Force 4.
rural department was again operating as a unified Apex FD.

Morrisville FD joined in 2006. The team
was disbanded in 2013, but AFD remained
a state swift-water rescue resource.

In 2002, Apex
Rural FD merged
with the town.

Apex Rural
1952

Hipex Fire District

The Carpenter substation
increased the MFD district
from 10 to 25 square miles.

193 Sta 3, 1999
#*—“ 1994 from Sta 2) relocated next door to
. . CFD Station 7.
Stﬂ 2 In 1988, MRFD hired its first firefighters. The t id 50%
M 0 r rl SV' I I e R u ra I 1 9 5 5 r:];r salaries. In 19;-;;, t;m{];i é}g?g‘gwuimhiredebyﬂ:;neﬁiun as a
197 5 career employee, and all of the paid part-time firefighters

Morrisville
Municipal, 1991

In 2006, MFD Sta 3 (renumbered

became town employees, with MRFD paying 50% of their
salaries. In December 1994, MRFD merged with the town.

In 1971, Cary Area
Rescue Squad as

In 1982, Cary became
the county’s third

1922,

In 1960, the rural fire dept formed, and began Sta 2 careerfire dept as the Sta3 Stad Sta 5 Sta 6 Sta 7 Sta8 Sta9
7 , idi volunteers were
Ca I"\/ ( M unici pa I ) was split into two entities. ?é?ﬂ:;g.g TR 1976 phased out. 1987 19838 1996 2001 2006 2013 2015
@ *—._.'_‘_.".‘—P
In 1954, CFD was * —— Cary also operated a 1989 u [
incorporated as a haz-mat unit from g
Ca r R ura I 1 9 54 rural fire dept. YI"a C; 19 6 1 c1386 to 1930. Station 2 closed as a cost-savings measure initiated
y ’ v by the county, and a new Cary Suburban fire district
Bl ) - g From 1994-95 until after 2003, was created, with contract protection from CFD.
Yrac fire district FED and then WWFD operated
1986 a county-supplied rehab unit.

Station 2
Closed, 2008

Western BOU|eVElI‘d, H e Merger
1957 to 1960 Fail;-gr-c)ur-'ds”r 1961 From the mid-1960s to 2005, an annual fire brigade Western Wake, 1998;

e operated during the State Fair. Local firefighters were
ATeARIOSE O The i aisig T wasianaexed ay Originally named Fairground FD. Sta 1 — Fairgrounds Station

the city in 1960, the fire station closed and hired to provide fire protection and conduct safety
e city in , tne jire station closea an checks. They borrowed apparatus from local fire depts :
WBFD members reorganized as Fairgrounds 4 3 f f P Sta 2 - Yrac Station

E and dealers, and stayed on site in temporary quarters.
FD at a new location.

In 2003, the first local USAR team was
created, NC Task Force 7 with Raleigh,
The city and county fire depts have a long history of working together, from joint training to Durham, Chapel Hill, and Cary fire depts.
mutual aid. As residency requirements were relaxed in 1969 and later, some city firefighters :
moved to rural areas, and joined the volunteer fire depts in Wake and surrounding counties. :

1819, :

Sta 7, 889 Stal0, 11, 12, 14, 15 Sta 16 Sta 17 Sta 18, 19, 20 Sta 21, 22, §3, 24, 25, 26, 27

Raleigh . e o = o leo o

The first fire company in Raleigh was organized in 1819. The volunteer fire department was organized in 1852. The career fire department was created in 1912.

Sta 28 Sta 29

1941,

. . Dry-chemical ARFF crash Third ARFF
Ra Ie Ig h - D ur h am A| r p ort crash truck trucks added crash el ARFF pumper
added 19689. ci19/Q 1973. 1976 added, 2000 added, 2019

Army air base
until 1943.

.—.'._._*

¥ Fire protection at the airport was provided by part-time firefighters for decades. The career fire department was created in 1977.

*
Knightdale tower
removed, 1972

Apex tower moved to
Penny Road, 1951

Bay Leaf tower moved
to Howard Road, 1968

Apex tower sold, 1986,
later removed

*Knightdale’s tower was later
relocated to Pasquotank Co.

Bay Leaf tower
closed, 1985

Apex tower
closed, 1981

Forest Service

e Eomsigcads Forest Service fire protection over the decades included three fire lookout towers in Wake County.

Bay Leaf — Erected 1937
Knightdale — Erected 1938

Apex — Erected 1940 _
1980s — More county fire

depts add rescue services,
taken over from volunteer
rescue squads.

1953 — First rescue squad
organized by Raleigh FD.
Two years later, Cary FD
adds reserve services. Vol.

2000s — County ownership of
facilities and apparatus

1990s — Paid and career introduced.

Aerial apparatus added
Rescue services added

First responder services added

rescue squads in county
begin organizing in the
early 1960s.

1956, circa — Rural fire
dept program created,
administered by county
office of Civil Defense.

1958 — County-wide radio
network installed for rural
fire depts.

1960 — First tax district
created, to augment
funding for rural fire
depts.

1960 — Rural Fire Districts
Board created.

1963 — County fire chiefs
council created.

1972 - City/county
communications center
created. Rural fire
depts are no longer
dispatched by Raleigh
FD.

1974 — Hydraulic Hurst
tools expand rescue
capabilities in city and
some county fire dept.

1984 — First responder
programs started in
county.

1984 — First haz-mat unit
in county, Raleigh FD.

1985 — County fire
training center completed.

1986 — Full-time fire
marshal position created.

firefighters become in-
creasingly common, as
fire depts face rising call
volumes and decreasing
availability of volunteers.

1998 — County fire

commission created,

1999 — Fire tax districts
consolidated into single

county-wide district.

2000s — Co-location of EMS
units begins at county and
Cary fire stations.

2005 — New 800mHz radio
system, adds greater inter-
operaviiity between city/
county/state agencies.

2008 — First county fire
academy.
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