WESTERN WAKE COUNTY — FAMILY TREE OF FIRE DEPARTMENTS

CARY — APEX — MORRISVILLE — WESTERN BOULEVARD — FAIRGROUNDS — YRAC — WESTERN WAKE

Cary Fire Department

Organized 1922
Apex FD

Organized 1927

In 1954, CFD reorganized as a private corporation, / Relocated 1952 /
i P 5 Apex Rural FD
and joined the county’s new rural fire department P
program. ¢ Fire station at 100 E. / Created 1952
jy  Chatham Street. In 1953, the first
| tanker was added — In 1952, aruralfire dept
Carv Rural FD . to the fleet. was organized and soon
ry i ) Station 2 operated as a unified AFD
Incorporated 1954 with both town and rural
OpenEd 1954 resOUrces. Morrisville FD
1 Located on Cedar 5t. Organized 1955
In 1955, Civil Defense |
Western Blvd. Rural FD rescue unit was added. | Fire station istin shed
Incorporated 1957 m — In 19586, the first paid fireman was hired. In 1957, a Civil Defense o Relocated 1956 ;E;n':d Red & White
In 1957, Cary Rural Fire observation tower was
| District was created. In 1958, the Cary Rural Fire District was added to the fire The first formal fire station
Fire stafion at ~ renamed the Yrac Rural Fire District. station. was built by members at
4501 Western Bhd. 210N. Salem Street.
Relocated
Cary Rural FD Cary FD (town) _J 1960
Split 1960 Split 1960 he first £ i
In 1960, CFD split into two : 2 ;':_ T
- - R - Ire s Ion was
groups, for calls inside and Alsa in 1961, two more T
outside of town. e b dded Ciniints
. X Fire stations at 100E. ays were added to _ S p lit 1961 at 100 Morrisville-
Disbanded ERREre e =l T Reorganized as Chatham St. (Station 1) the fire station. Carpenter Road.
1961 Yrac FD B In 1961, the rural AFD was
Incorporated 1961
WBFD disbanded after most 1961 formally Spllt_ll"ltl:l two
. - _ departments: town and
of service area was annexed —
by the city. The members re- Fire station at Fire station at comer of
organized as FFD. & 1515 Blue Ridge Rd. Cedar and Ward, rented In 1963, first full-time
building be hind service Fire Chief hired.
station. b
In 15364, a portable restourant burned during the Morrisvilie’s first In 1964, two bays
State Fair. This likely led to the creation of the B2l £l had ?hreef ull- Class A pumper was ___ ond ameeting
___ fair's fire brigade in the mid-1960s. Other early “_m'c-'_ and 15 part-time deNvered i 1964 reom were added
fires on the grounds included a cattle barn in 1958, firefighters. to the fire station.
;fjg;cy booths in 1962, and concession stands in Ctataomn 1
' New fire station at
Relocated _/' 100 N. Academy 5t.
Relocated New fire station at 1965 WORRISVILL £

Circa 1968, a second
—— story was added o
In 1971, Station 1 was the fire station.
expanded with more
apparatus, training,
and sleeping space.

1966 85 E. Durham Rd.

YRAC

Circa 1971, more bays
were added behind —
the fire station,

Circa 1974, o new Dodge utility )(w

van was delivery, which was In 1572, CFD began dispatching In 1976, six female FFs

| - outfitted with alr packs, a ] — the newly orgr::jzed Cary Area were added, the firstin S
In the mid-1970s, the fire enerator, and lights. orporate ; Rescue Squad. Wake County.
tati dod it g g bt pli Also in 1975, a new Ford/Bean pumper ¥ Opened
N g;? w:}:s exptmt € b? w; 1 Be was delivered. It was painted lime- New i_J 1975
additiona dﬂ.ﬂpﬂm it th}’s; an to YRFD, Inc. A yellow, the only one in the county ) S —
SRS S outside of the airport. Station 2 / B75NEMaynard Rd.

? % 1976 | | First full-time fire %

/ chief hired, 1993.
— . In the late 1980s and early 19905, o / / In 1888, MFD hired its first Merger
trio of new Simon-Duplex/Grumman Alsa in 1997, AFD ﬁre{-'ghter: “;ri'::: = = / 1994
— . . ;. paying part of their salaries.
pumper—tcnkers were dEhVEJ"Ed‘. Stat|0n 1 New fire station at took over role DfJIDCD.f In 1991, the Fire Chief was
model years 1985, 1989, and 19591. Relocated _,.»" P e rescue provider from hired as a town employee,
’ ’ Apex Rescue Squad. = all of paid part-time FFs
1991 Station 2 became town em
ployees. S "
i tation 3
Relocated N . By 1991, CFD was a career opened In 1594, MFD merged with
T I e _ - the Town of Morrisville. opened
1992 J 4021 District Dr. epaiment yatiyfour e 1997 y,
| stations. The volunteers | 1999
were phased outin 1982. o\ 19805 the rural FD Merger
was again cperating asa
M d : unified Apex FD. In 2002, 2002
M erged N Western Wake Fire-Rescue | erge the rural FO merged with
1998 = Incorporated June 28, 1998 — 1998 the town of Apex.
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Station 2

Durham Rd._/

Station 1

District Dr. /

Milestones after
1991 include:

G

More milestones:
1996 — Station 5 Mare milestones:

2001 — Station 6

an July 1, 2008, Station 2 was closed, and
CFD started contracted protection to the
newly created Cary Suburban Fire District. +

Beginning in 1998, crews 2002 —Station 3

from both stotions were 2007 — Station 7 2007 —Station 4 2007 — Station 3 relocated
co-located during the State Closed 2008 = J 2013 — Station 8 Apex EMS piveifiesiine R~ Sckniiriolocton
Fair, along with the 2015 - Station 2 relocated S, with 2018 — Admin relocated 2012 - Station 1 relocated
contracted fire brigade. % 2015 — Station 9 ApexFD in 2010,
2020 — Station 9 relocated separates in 2011
Sold 2010 = .
MFD receives
third ladder truck
Operational Merger - 2019 Operational Merger - 2019 ———  and completes
- - ¥ implementation

of quint concept.

Notations Operational Merger Notes

B Organized by members of the Western Boulevard Exchange Club, WBFD ¥ Cary’s first fire company was organized in 1922 and operated a Ford * Organized in 1971 by members of YFD and CFD, the On Tuesday, May 7, 2013, the fire departments of Cary,
protected some 1,500 homes and businesses. Funding including the sale of Maodel T/American LaFrance chemical car. Three years later, o 1926 volunteer Cary Area Rescue Squad operated independent of the Apex, and Morrisville began operating as a unified system,
service subscriptions to property owners. The first fire station was located at Nash replaced the Ford. By that time, the first fire hydrants had been fire department. They also provided technical rescue services. In with all three departments now dispatched by the Town of
the Esso service station ot Powell and Western, and then a converted installed in town. Six years later, a 1931 Chewy/Pirsch pumper was 1980, the first Cary firefighters were certified as Emergency Cary, with unit numbers changed as needed to a single
“barbecue shed” on the opposite side of Powell Drive, purchased., It was equipped with a fan belt-driven pump. Medical Technicians, and Cary fire units began assisting the system, and all resources operationally consolidated.
rescue squad on some calls. In 1383, CFD became a state-
4 On April 1, 1960, the city annexed most of their district, including 500 of The fire department was modernized in the early 19505 with a number certified EMT provider. In 1997, CFD assumed the role of Apex units were renumbered using a sequence of 30 to 439,
750 subscribers. Raleigh opened a new fire station on Method Road to serve of improvements: a modern fire station in 1952, o modern Seagrave technical rescue provider for the town and the CARS rescue such as Engine 3 changed to Engine 33. Morrisville units
the area. WBFD disbanded the following year and some of the their pumper in 1953, and a second building to house apparatus in 1354. truck was transferred to the fire department. were renumbered with a sequence from 20 to 29 such, such
equipment was disposed to the new Swift Creek FD. In February 1961, the During that decade, they added more equipment, joined the county’s as Ladder 1 changed to Ladder 21,
members of WBFD organized the Fairgrounds FD, to protect unincorporated rural fire department program, and started planning to build a larger + Western Wake Station 2 was one of several county-funded
areas to the north of their former district. central fire station. fire stations evaluated for closure, after recommendations of a The Apex Battalion Chief was renumbered Battalion 5 and
2004 fire station and equipment study. The report the Marrisville Battalion Chief was renumbered Battalion 4.
* The State Fair Fire Brigade was a group of off-duty Raleigh firefighters ® In 1960, a new CFD was created, with CRFD personnel and equipment recommended that nearby municipal fire departments instead
contracted for fire protection during the annual event. They utilized borrowed split into two groups. One served the town, and the other answered serve those service areas, with an expected savings in No physical station number changes were made, but Apex
equipment and resided on site. The fire brigade operated until 2005. By that calls in the unincorporated Cary Township. The following year, the operational costs. Station 2 was closed in 2008. Two years later, and Morrisville station radio signs were changed to 21, 22,
time, Western Wake was also contracted os co-provider, and assumed the rural-serving CRFD was reorganized as the Yrac Rural Fire Department the process was suspended and no further fire stations were 23, 24, 25 (Apex) and 31, 32, 33 (Morrisville).
sole role in 2006. and separated fully from CFD and the fown. evaluated for closure.
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