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THE COLLISION AND CRASH OF CESSNA 310,
N3121S, AND PIEDMONT'’S FIRST JET, A
BOEING 727, N68650, NEAR
HENDERSONVILLE, N.C. ON JULY 19,1967

This narrative is sincerely offered as a fiftieth-year memorial and remembrance of the eighty-two
persons killed in the collision and crash, and extends to their families, friends and co-workers, along with
all emergency services’ and medical personnel, and other professionals and civilians involved in the
aftermath, which reveal the heart-rending feelings of sorrow, anguish and grief expected from any
tragedy of such a scale.

It 1s also a chronological and partial history of Piedmont Airlines’ jet service before and after July
19, 1967. The crash was one of 1967’s approximately ninety-five commercial crashes worldwide, and
the second-deadliest air disaster in the U.S. at that time. As of this writing, it was the twenty-fourth
deadliest.

Also in 1967, Boeing’s 737 made its first flight on April 9, and Boeing delivered its 1,000™ jet
airliner, a 707-120B, to American Airlines. Boeing’s Everett, WA facility, where jumbo jets
747,767, 777, and 787 are assembled, is reportedly the world’s largest building — 472,370,319 cubic feet,
covering 98.7 acres.

The title such as the one above has not been typical in the many tellings of this calamity. The
stories usually focus on the jet, simply using the term “Flight 22” or “the plane crash at Hendersonville”,
likely because the larger number of fatalities came from that aircraft, but possibly also because it was the
first passenger jet regularly seen in this area. Folks not only looked at it, they looked forward to looking
at it. It was the newest technology of the day, and it had come to Asheville, where only propeller-driven
planes had plied the skies since the beginning of flight, whether they carry tourist or freight, daredevil or
soldier, business representative or summer camper.

The telling of the three aboard the Cessna seemed to instantly become something of an
afterthought, if not something to be entirely forgotten, except when “blame” was mentioned, probably
because, based on information provided, and stated here sharply, that if the Cessna had not been off-
course, there would have been no collision. The reader is encouraged to view this rather large document
with the mindset they would want others to consider should they themselves be associated with such
horror.

While the Cessna was obviously off-course, some newspaper reports, among others, seem to hold
its three men and their death with less regard and compassion than that shown the seventy-nine aboard the
jet. A critical eye cast upon the various comments herein may see the validity of this opinion. It is



reasonable to believe that those men had family, friends and co-workers stricken with grief as profound as
those associated with the jet’s occupants, as expected.

Our human nature sometimes extends blame to include anyone associated with those at fault.
Before departure, every pilot in that day, and in earlier years, and every pilot in this day, transmits by
radio or document, the number of “souls” aboard their craft. That term encompasses more than “person”,
“subject”, or “occupant”, and rightly alludes to the potential harmful or deadly unknowns which may
occur during the transport of precious lives.

Slanted journalism is unwarranted and reckless, a lesson which sometimes continues unlearned and
unapplied in our day.

While Asheville Fire Department’s involvement was minimal, it is included because of the
magnitude of the incident, and its wide-ranging impact on families, the populace, officials and
investigators. Portions of this narrative may be gory and offensive to some. Corrections and additions
are welcome.

Layout, font size and all other aspects of creating this document show inconsistencies, related
primarily to the difficulties in enlarging text that was too small to read, and could not always be placed in
columns, at least by the retired civil servant responsible for its compiling. It is hoped that the
inconsistencies are only as mentioned, and that accuracy has not been compromised. Apologies are
offered to the near-sighted and far-sighted from the short-sighted. Apologies are also offered if printing a
document is necessary so it can be read because the type is so small.

In the words of an official held in high regard, “Well, he meant well.”

We begin with the January 4, 1967 Asheville Citizen announcement of Piedmont’s intent to
introduce jet service to Asheville.



Piedmont Jets
Due In Spring

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Staff Writer

A second commercial airline
— Piedmont — has indicated it
expects to inaugurate jet flight
service through Asheville Air-
port by spring.

C. G. Brown Jr. of Winston-
Salem, vice president of Pied-
mont Airlines, said Tuesday
“I'm fairly confident we will
serve Asheville” with a Beeing
727 jet flight by March 15.

|
|

Earlier, Delta Air Lines an-
nounced it has a target date of
April 30 for putting a DC-7 twin-
engine jet plane on its Ashe-
ville-Chicago run.

The Asheville Airport near
Arden is served by three com-
mercial airlines, The third air-
line, United, has not pinpointed
a date when it will begin jet
flights here.

Brown said Piedmont expects
a delivery on a Boeing 727 jet
in late Feburary. This aircrafi
will be leased from Boeing.

While the precise routirg of
the jet hasn’t been worked out,
said Brown, it will probably
be used on the Washingtun-to-
Atlanta run with a stop-over in
Asheville and one other point.

The Boeing 727 plane will

—Turn To Page Two

carry 95 passengers and it would
be an all-first-class flight, said
Brown,

Piedmont may lease anctlier
Boeing 727 plane in early sum-
mer. The airline has ordered a
different plane—six Boeing 737's
sheduled to be delivered in the
spring of 1968. The 737's will
carry 90 first class passeugers.

Jack Gwennap, Piedmont's
station manager in Asheville in-
dicated the firm has already up-
dated its communications equip-
ment at the Asheville terminal
to handle jet flights.

This includes a direct tele-
rhone line to Atlanta for fast
relay of operational intorni:tion.
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Boost Is Approved
For Landing Fees

A contract amendment which lines informed him

will boost present landing fees
paid by three commercial air-
lines at Asheville Airport by
some $7,500 a year in 1967 and
1968 and by $15,000 a year in
1969 and 1970 won approval of
City Council Thursday.

City Manager J. Weldon Weir
told council the fee change had
already been accepted by Delta,
United and Piedmont Airlines.
All that remains is for corpora-
tion counsel 0. E. Starnes Jr.
to prepare an official amend-
ment to the contract the air-
lines have with the city.

The airlines now pay a total
of about $23,000 a year in land-
ing fees.

The higher fees would apply
for four years and be subject
to review at the end of that
period. The amendment will re-
turn to council for final official
action.

On a related matter, Council-
man William F. Algary differed
with City Manager Weir about
how soon a program of airport
improvements including extend-
ing the runway by 1,500 feet
should be carried out.

Weir said that the runway ex-
tension from a present length
of 6,500 feet would not be need-
ed until after passage of seven
to 10 years.

Algary disagreed, saying that
he felt new jet planes to be in-
troduced here in coming months
would draw more and heavier
passenger loads and the runway
extensoin in his view would be
needed in the next two or three
years.

Weir said the commercial air-

that the
initial jets to be routed through
Asheville would seat about 90
passengers. The airlines, said
Weir, do not contemplate a full
passenger load on these runs
and therefore can continue to
operate with the existing 6,500
foot runway.

The new landing fee will be
a basic rate of seven cents per
thousand pounds of weight rep-
resented by the empty weight of
each plane that lands at the
airport, This would apply to an
airline’s first 10 million pounds
to land here. The fee for weight
over 10 million pounds - would
be six cents a thousand pounds.
The old rate was five cents per
thousand pounds.

Weir reported that all three

airlines landed planes with an
empty weight of 460 million
pounds here in 1966.

The jet craft that will be in-
troduced here, said Weir, weigh
three times as much as some
of the craft that now land in
Asheville. It’s expected, he said,
that commercial jet planes will
be using the airport exclusive-
ly by 1969.

The discussion about extend-
ing the airport runway arose
because of recent notification
to the city that a master plan
for airport expansion has been
approved by the Federal Avia-
tion Agency (FAA).

This clears the way for the
city—when it gets ready—to ap-
ply for federal airport aid funds

to carry out the expansion.

January 13, 1967 Citizen, Section 2, Page 1
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On Tuesday, March 14, 1967, Piedmont introduced jet service in Asheville by flying twenty-four Western
North Carolina guests on a “pre-inaugural” flight to Atlanta. Those guests included “Asheville area civic,
business and aviation leaders and newsmen.” Thirteen of those aboard were Piedmont officials, “along with a
crew of nine (normally the plane’s crew is five).” After takeoff, the pilot said, “This is the fastest climbing,
fastest cruising, fastest descending airliner in the world.” The next day thirty-five paying passengers boarded the
jet in Asheville, en route to Atlanta or New York City.

Thus began the area’s much-anticipated, highly-touted, and most up-to-date form of transportation. Earlier
that day, before leaving Winston-Salem on its journey to Asheville, “the plane was christened ‘Manhattan
Pacemaker’ when 13-year old Nancy Davis, daughter of Piedmont’s president and treasurer, T. H. Dauvis,
smashed a bottle of champagne on the plane.”

The naming was a tradition, in that until 1989, its final year of operation, Piedmont named all its aircraft
“Pacemaker”, and individualized each plane’s identification. Examples included the “Catawba Pacemaker”,
“Monongahela Pacemaker,” “Savannah River Pacemaker” and many more. One of Piedmont’s advertising
slogans, as seen on the next page, was “Route of the Pacemakers,” changed in 1968 to “Growing Service for
Going People.”

Excerpts, in quotation marks, from March 16, 1967 Citizen article, Section 2, Page 1

Ready t: (left to right) Captain Lyle McNames sits in the jump seat as Captain Ed Clement, First
Officer R. L. Evans and Flight Engineer Bob Akin prepare the Manhattan Pacemaker, Piedmont's first Boging 727
for a pre-inaugural fight filled with dignitaries



The above picture! of the jet that crashed four months and four days later, was taken March 14,
1967, likely in Winston-Salem, Piedmont’s corporate headquarters. None of the men shown were in the
crash. According to the National Transportation Safety Board’s (NTSB) report, the Cessna entered the jet
on the left, behind the area where Captain McNames is sitting.

Look what Piedmonts
up to now.

Brand new Boemng 727 jet service.

From Asheville, it's a new dimension in regional
travel—the first jet service to important cities on the
Route of the Pacemakers.

Now, Piedmont Airlines passengers can fly one of
the most popular jets in the sky. And enjoy big speed,
big comfort, big new convenience.

Because Piedmont jets you there in style. Quickly—
with three fan-jet engines, you cruise smoothly (every
minute, another ten miles) at 600 m.p.h. Quietly—it's
easy to talk softly, to read and rest. And hoxuriously—
there's spacious seating for 92 passengers to enjoy.

On Piedmont. An airline you can look up to.

See yoor travel agent or cafl Piedmont, 264-8131

NEW YORK

direct afterncon jet service via convenient LaGuardia

ROANOKE

afternoon jet/additional non-stop and direct service

ATLANTA

only jet (afternoon departure)/ more non-stop flights
WINSTON-SALEM —non-stop jet/other
direct flights to Smith Reynolds Airport

PIEDMONT
=2 AIRLINES

ROUTE OF THE PACEMAKERS




April 4, 1967 Citizen, Page 17

AIRLINE STEWARDESS

Piedmont Airlines

AGE 19 through 25—High School grad-
vates, 5 feet, 2 inches to five feel, 8
inches; weight in proportion 1o height,
single. Apply Mr. J. E. Bradley, Pled-
ronl Ajtines, Aeille, ALParl e
ne une . m,
onhf.aw An equal opportunity employer.

June 4, 1967 Citizen, Page 8D

Piedmont Airliner
Has Double Trouble

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP)
—A Piedmont Airlines jet made
its second landing under emer-
gency condilions Thursday with
no trouble after having two inci-
dents of suspected landing gear
trouble.

The flight, which originated at
Washington, was making a rou-
tine stop at Winston-Salem when
the first incident occurred. The
indicator light for the nosegear
on the Boeing 727 malfunctioned,
an airline spokesman said, and
the pilot did not know the gear
was in place.

After circling the airport for
half an hour, the plane landed
with its 71 passengers.

Later, the plane resumed its

flight, only to have a recurrence
of the troubie approaching Ashe-
ville for another routine stop.

The jet returned to Winston-
Salem and made a second sale
landing under emergency condi-
tions,



July 14, 1967 Citizen, Page 27 — unknown if this was the jet that crashed or the second jet brought into
the fleet
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On an unknown date at New York’s LaGuardia Airport ©Bob Garrard



Cessna 310, similar to the one involved in the collision with the 727
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showers. Details on Page 15,
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Navy Secretary, Several From WNC Perts

HALF HOUR AFTER THE CRASH . .. Staff Photographer Ewart Ball 11I's camera fells the story.
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79 Aboard
Airline Jet

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Stafl Writer

A two-engine private plane
[ flying in an area for which it
iad not been cleared by the
Asheville Airport tower, collided
{ Wednesday with a Piedmont Air-
| lines jet hnes which had just
taken off from the
facility.

Iighty-two persons, including
Navy Seveturv-esignate John
(T. MeNaughton died in what
| witnesses described as at least
[ two expiosions and a (laming
| plunge to earth in a trash dump
| near a private summer camp,
[ Camp Pinewood, (wa miles
| northeast of Hendersonville and

'unl_v 200 feel from Interstale
1 Highway 26.

1 Seventy-nine — 74 passengers
jand a crew of live — were
'aboard the airliner. Three oth-

ers were aboard the private
Iplanc. a Cessna 310. The crash
loccurred almost precisely at
'noon.

Nuarrow!y escaping injury or
possible death were the 150 boys
and girls at the camp. In ad-
dition 33 passengers who got

off the ill-faled Boeing 727 just|
before it departed Asheville Air-

port could thank Lady Luck
they hadn't decided to extend
their (ravels.

Perishing with McNaughton
was his wife and son, 11, who
were returning from summer
camp.

In addition lo the McNaugh-
tons, 11 of the viclims were
either Asheville area residents,
or known to have relatives or
close friends in Western North
Carolina.

They included:

Dave C. Salley, 39, an Amer-
lican Enka executive,
| Mrs. Beulah Shipley Lance
(59, of Candler, and her grand-
Ison, Martin Shuler, 14.

| PR Maye, about 85, a for-
‘m('r manager of Hajoca Corp.,
(a plumbing firm, of Biltmore.
‘| G. E. Bubb and a Mr. Kies-
sling of Hendersonville.
Kirby Rector of Clyde.
| Mrs. John Williamson 1T and

Asheville
A

her two sons, John A, William-
son I and Lee Williamson, all
of San Franeisco, who had vis-

«ted Mrs. Williamson's parents-

in-law, Mr. and Mrs. John A,
Williamson Sr. of 11 Brookside
Road.

Dr. W. F. Doerner, 46, of
Cumberland. Md.. son-in-law of
Ir. and Mrs, Ted Reber of
Franklin,

It could nt learned
Wednesday night - whether oth-
ers on the list of victims had
connections in - Western North
Carolina.

The dead included Ennis Par-
ker, of Griffin, Ga., president
of Pomona Products and a vice
president of Stokely Van Camp
Co.

At least 24 food brokers for
Stokely Van Camp, all of whom
boarded (he plane in Atlanta,
died in the crash. They and
Parker were en route to an an-

he

See Page 8 for a full report
on Navy Secretary-Designate
McNaughton and his last hours
in Asheville.

Other reports and photo-
graphs by a crew of eight
| Citizen-Times staffers are on
Page 8§ and Page 52.

nual sales meeling at White
|Sulphur Springs, W. Va., of the
Stokely Van Camp Co.

| The jet plane was piloted by
Capt. R. F. Schulle of Norfolk,
Va., and Winston-Salem, N. C.

Other crew members were T.
C. Conrad, first officer, Winston-
Salem; L. C. Wilson, flight engi-
neer, recently from Norfolk,
Va.; Miss Sandra Kay Cox,
hestess, High Point: and Miss
Deborah Davis, hostess, Yad-

* Kinville,

of the
Cessna 310,

Listed as passengers
light plane, the
were:

Ralph Revnolds, about 49 and
Robert E. Anderson, aboul 42,
both of Springfield, Mo., and
Dave Addison. about 40, the pi-
lot, of Lebanon, Mo. Their
craft. a twin-engine Cesspa 310,
was owned hy Lansair, Inc, of
Springfield, Mo.

A Piedmont official,  W. G.
McGee, of Winston-Salem, as-
sistant vice president for sales,
said there would be an atlempt
to identify the bodies withont
bringing in the next of kin

—Turn To Page 11

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 1
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—Continued From Page One

wherever possible, but as it
becomes necessary, the com-
pany will provide transportation
for relatives for that purpose. |

A disaster team from the
National Transportation Safety
Board in Washington flew here
Wednesday afternoon to investi-
gate the cause of the crash.

1t was the third and worst fatal
accident for 19-year-old Pied-
mont Airlines, which has its
headquarters at Winston-Salem,
and the worst in North Carolina
history.

Although pieces of the two
planes and bodies of passengers
plummeted over a mile and a
half area of the crash site, no
resident on the ground was hurt.

A young girl was hit by some
of the deoris at her home on
Highway 64 about a mile and a
half from the crash scene, ac-
cording to Henderson County
Sheriff James F. Kilpatrick. The
child was not hospitalized.

The small plane involved in
the crash — a twin - engined
Cessna 310 owned by Lansair
Inc. of Springfield, Mo. — had
entered an area for which it
had not been cleared hy the
Asheville Airport tower just
prior to the collision, according
to a spokesman for the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA).

“The smaller plane was off
his normal course of flight —
about seven miles off course,”
said the spokesman,

The Cessna was operating un-
der an instrument flight plan,
which among other things re-
quired it to proceed to a radio
beacon on the Biltmore Estate
on Highway 191 seven miles
northwest of Asheville Airport
and then report to the airport
tower from that position,

the Camp Pinewood trash dump,
which is necar the Intersection
of Highwayv 61 and Interstate 26|
and across 1-26 from a new Holi- |
day Inn.

Other smaller picces of wreck-
age and bodies fell farther away.

A hody of a woman, fell
through the roof of a brick home
of Mr. and Mrs. Willilam R.
Kuykendall at 201 Orrr Camp Rd.
several hundred yards from the
central crash area. The Kuy-
kendalls were away al a beach
in South Carclina at the time.

The body left a hole nine feet
long in theliving room ceiling of
the home and a somewhat smal-‘
ler hole in the rool.

The Natioral Guard Armory
in Hendersonvilie was set up as

pais |
a temporary morgue for the

victims, who were removed aft-
er the federal investigation leam
from Washington arrived on the
scene.,

Don Edmondson, district ﬁales
manager for Piedmont Airlines,
said identification was to be car-
ried out at the Armory. After
this. he said, bodies will be re-
eased to relatives or next of
kin whenever they wish.

The ill-fated jetliner had been
on an instrument flight plan,
which means the craft's pilot
had designated a specific alli-
tude he would fly between Ashe-
ville and Roanoke, the intended
next stop on [light 22's route
from Atlanta terminating 1n
Washington. .

Flight 22 was late when it ar-
rived al  Asheville Airport,
caused according to Edmond-
son, by *“air traffic control”
problems al  Atlanta, wh_lch
made the craft late in leaving
the Georgia capilal.

The jetliner left the — Ashe-
ville Airport at 11:59 a, m., in-

stead of its scheduled departure

time of 11:28 a. m. Twenty-
lhree passengers boarded it at
the Asheville Airport. An earlier

12

report incorrectly gave this fig-
ure as 52 reflecting confusion
that surrounded the early min-
utes of the tragedy.

Under its normal schedule the
plane would have reached Roan-

‘oke, Va, at 12:05 p, m. and end-

ed its route at Washington at
12:57 p. m, '

On the airliner were 25 per-
sons headed for a meeting of
the Stokely Van Camp Co. at
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.
They were to depart Flight 22
at Roanoke. One of the group
was Ennis Parker of Griffin,
Ga., a vice president of Stokely
Van Camp. He and the other
delegates boarded at Atlanta.

Some bodies were charred.
Others were not,

Law enforcement officers kept
a sharp look-out for looting of
tiie victims’ bodies, Sheriff Kil-
patrick and Hendersonville Po-
lice Chief Bill Powers were at
work at the scene.

A spokesman for the Hender-
son County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said his deputies chased
One man who removed a watch
from one of the victims, but
lost the thief.

There were no reported ar-
rests for looting of bodies. Ashe-
ville Assistant Police Chief J. E.

Jarvis said he put a stop to the
overly curious.

Jarvis said security officers
also had problems with people
picking up parts of the plane for
souvenirs. The parts are needed
ior scrutiny by the federal in-
vestigating team—so they can
pinpoint the point of collision,
among other things.

Thousands  of  spectators
flocked to the crash scene, Mary
of them parked their cars on
both sides of Interstate High-
way 26 and walked across to the
west side shoulder and to a
harrier which law officers erec-
ted 200 feet from the central
crash scene.




The team from the National!
Transportation Safety Board
took over the duty of probing
the cause of plane crashes April
1 from the Civil Aeronautics
Board.

The team, said Dennis Feld-
man of Washington, deputy di-
rector of the FAA’s information
services, will divide up into sub-
groups each looking into a dif-
teren facet of the crash. .

The team will then write a re-
port and probably hold a public|
nearing here within several
months—finally coming up with
the probable cause of the acci-|
dent. |

The Piedmont jetliner was a|
133-foot long craft weighing 80,-
000 pounds when emply and|
capable of carrying 90 passen-|
gers. |

The craft has a maximum,,
speed of 632 miles an hour.

The newly-appointed Secre-
tary of the Navy, John T. Mec-!
Naughton, who was to take of-
fice Aug 1, and his wife, came
to Camp Sequoyah on Reems
Creek Road at Weaverville Tues-
day to arrange for their son,
Theodore's leaving after a five-|
week stay. i

Joe Lynker of Lynchburg, Va.,
17, who acted as camp counsel-|
or for young McNaughton, said,
“I think he had a good time here.
He would have been 12 years
old two weeks from today.”

Lynker said the elder Me-
Naughton had thought “the
camp had been a geod thing for
his son.”

The 150 young people who cs-
caped injury were altending an
eight-weeks summer camp.
Camp Pinewcod, operated by
Dr. Donald Michelson, a pro-
fessor at the University of Mi-
ami, his wife. Mrs. Dorothy
Michelson; and Mr. and Mrs.
Eli Meltzer of Miami Beach.

The major crash scene was
only a hundred feet or so from
a wooden cabin, which at an
earfier hour would have been |
occupied by Meltzer. At the time
of the crash, Mellzer was far-
ther away at the camp’s mami
offices. \

The camp officials herded the |
children, ranging from ages six |
to 16, to the far corner of the |
camp away from the crash— |
where for the first hour flames |
burned steadily. They burned |
over what Dr. Michelson esli-‘
mated to be two acres of the
93 acres in the camp grounds.

Tall trees as high as 75 feet
.fverc burnt black by the hot |
ire,

Fire apparatus and 1'cscur31
squads from as far away as
Belton, S.C., 75 miles distant.q
reported to the scene. |

Everywhere persons were
willing to lend a helping hand.

Sheriff Kilpatrick of Hender- |
son County estimated that 200 |
officials and aid workers of one |
kind or another were on the
scene, .

The IBI dispatched a disaster |
leam to aid in identification of
the bodies.

Members of the investigation |
leam from the National Trans-
portalion Safety Board held a
press conference Wednesday |
night at the Holiday Inn near |
the wreek scene. '

They said the voice and flight |
recorder from the downed jel-
liner were recovered and will |
be sent to Washington for exam-
ination. The contents of the re-
corders, they said, will be re-
leased in the next few days. |

They also promised a public |
hearing here on the disaster in’
six to eight weeks. |

It was not clear at what alfi-
lude the collision occurred. |
Some witnesses suggested 2,000
feet and others, like a resident |
al Camp Pinewood, said when
they saw the falling craft they
were at 1,000 feet.
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Weather observers said the
arca had broken clouds at 2,500
feet with a visibility of four |
miles in a haze. '

Piedmont had put the Boeing
727 into service only about two!
months ago. It was being leased |
by Piedmon{ from Boeing at
$1.000 a day.

The jet which crashed was lo
have returned to Asheville at
5:50 p.m. as Flight 33. Bul a|
piston-engine craft was substi-|
tuted, according to a Piedmont
official.

It was the first fatal accident
al the new Asheville Airport
which opened Jan, 15, 1961, '

The collision brought renewed
demands in Congress for re-|
strictions on the operation of
small planes in the vicinity of
large municipal airports,

The call for prompl action
was led by Rep. Samuel S
Stratton,  D-N.Y., who was
joined by several other House
members in urging stricter con-
frols and tighter salely require-
ments for privale aireraft. h



Others
Had Ties
With Area

By LUTHER THIGPEN
Citizen Staff Writer
Casually list on Page 13

An American Enka Corp. ex-
eculive and a Candler woman
taking her grandson to Wash-
inglon on a signi-secing trip
were among victims ol the Pied-
mont Airlines crash near Hen-
dersonville Wednesday.

Also Killed were a former
Asheville plumbing company ol-
ficial, a Maryland doctor who
had attended the funeral of his
wife's grandfather in Franklin,
and three San Franciscans leav-
ing alter a visit with relatives.

‘I'wo Hendersonville residents
and another from Clyde were
listed among those dead.

The Enka execulive was Dave
C. Salley, 39, manager of Utili-
ties and Services in the Central
Engineering Depl.

An Enka oflicial said Salley
was en route to Hartford, Conn.,
on a business trip for the firm.

A native of Saluda, N, C., he
had been employed by Enka
since 1947, when he was grad-
uated from Clemson University
with a bachelor of science de-
gree in mechantcal engineering.

He lived with his wife, June,
and two children, David 6, and
Elizabeth, 3, at 28 Oakwilde
Drive, Oak Forest.

Salley was a first cousin of
E. M. Salley Jr., Buncombe
County purchasing agent.

Mrs. Beulah Shipley Lance, 59,
of Route 2, Candler. also an
American Enka employe, was
taking her grandson. Martin
Shuler, 14, to Washington on &
holiday trip.

She was on vacation and was
due back at work Monday. an
isnka  spokesman - said.  Mrs.
Lance had been employed by the
firm since 1945, She was the
widow of Doyal Lance.

Young  Shuler was  the only
son of Mr. and Mrs. €. Lewis
Shuler of Enka, and wiss a slu-
dent of Sand Hill School.

Mrs.  Lance’s  sister-in-law,
Mrs. Mary Lacy Byrd, said the
family had celebrated a happy
family reunion Monday night.

Mrs. Lance is survived by her
daughter, Mrs, Shuler; three
sons. Doyal Lance Jr.. George
Lance and Jack Lance, all of
California: four sksters, Mrs.
Spencer Matney of  Asheville,
Mrs. Jack Nash of Chamblee,
Ga., Mrs. Virginia Powers of
Candler and Mrs. Howard Crane

—Turn To Page 13
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Several From WNC, Or Had Ties With Area

—Continued From Page One

of I Paso, Texas; and a broth
er, Richard Shipley of New Or-
leans, L.

One ot the victims, P. B.
Mayo, about 85, was for many
years manager of Hajoca Corp,,
a plumbing supply firm, of Bilt-
more.

An acquaintance, Leon M. Si-
ler, 104 Sheridan Road, said
Mayo retired several years ago
after living here about 35 years.
Ile had moved here from Char-
lotte.

Mayo had been visiting in the
hotie of Dr. and Mrs. 1. H.
Archer, 319 Lakewod Drive, who
drove him to the airport and|
saw him off on the flight.

Mayo was on his way tlo

[ Roanoke to visit his son and, The three were on their way
daughter-in-law, Mo and Mrs. to Roanoke to visit Mrs, Wik
P. B. Mayo Jr., who were wail-| iiamson's mother.
ing at the Roanoke Airport for| 1y w. [ Doerner, 16, son
him. in-law of My, and Mrs. Ted

Mayo had been living recenl- Reher of IFranklin, wis a vic-
ly with his daughter, wife of {jm.
Col. Thomas Tiernan of Lang-| & doctor of internal medicine
ley Air Force Buase, Vao Mrs. gy cumberland, Md., Dr. Docr-
Mayo died there in February. |yop and his wife had come here

Mrs. John Williamson 11 of far the funcral of Mrs, Doer
San  Francisco, and her two per's  grandfather, Fred W.
sons, John A, Williamson L Reber, in Franklin, Tuesday.
and Lee Williamson, about 100 The Doerners had four chil-
and eight, were among the vic- dren, ages eight, seven, five
tims. and two

They had visited Mrs. Wil-' The list of victims released

fiamson’s parents-in-law, and by Piedmont included G. I
the boys' grandparents, Mr. and Bubb and a Mr. Kiessling of
Mrs. John A. Williamson Sr. of Hendersonville, and Kirby Rec-
11 Brookside Road.

15

mation was avia hem
Wednesday night.

Hostesses on the plane wore
Dehorah Davis  of Yadkinville
and Sandra Kay Cox, 22, of
High Point

Miss Cox, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Calvin Cox of High
Point, was graduated from

Piedmont's flight school in Win-
ston-Salem on June 17, She had
formerly worked in the circula-
tion department of the High
Point Enterprise.

Miss Davis, daughter of Mr
and Mrs. Thomas R. Davis of
Yadk Iso reportedly had
been stewardess

inville, &

VI

d
<

for only i

dahout month. She had grad
uated from  Yadkinville lhgh
School and  attended the Uni-
versity of - North Carolina — at

Greensboro

Two Gastonia residents and a
relative from  Westl  Virginia
were on the death list.

They were identified as Steph-
anie and Amy Moore of Ga
tonia and & Mrs., Moore
Huntington, W. Va

Mrs, Teddie Lynn Moore of
Gastonia, identified as the moth-
croof the two girls and dauzh-
ter of Mrs. Moore, was treated
at Memorial Mission Hospital
for shock following the crash

released.

of

ind was laler

tor of Clyde. No further infor- THE ASHEVILLE CITIZEN, Thurs., July 20, 1967
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President Johnson, McNamara Pay Tribute To McNaughton

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Johnson and Secretary of
Defense Robert S. McNamara
paid tribute late Wednesday to
John T. McNaughton, newiy ap-
pointed secretary of the Navy,
who was killed along with his
wife, Sarah, and a son, Theo-
dore, in the erash of a jetliner

near Hendersonville, N. C.
The deaths were announced
by Robert H. Baldwin, acting
sccretary of the Navy.
Johnson spoke of ‘“the rare
breadth of his abilities, the self-
lessness of his great energies

and talents.” The President said
his death and those of others

ahoard the plane ‘“has made
this a tragic afternoon for many
American families.”

McNamara, saying he was
stunned by  McNaughton’s
death, said, “All who knew him
shared my respect for his cour-
age, his integrity and his devo-
tion to this country.”

The McNaughtons had come

to North Carolina Monday to
pick up their son from Camp
Sequoyah at Weaverville, N.C.

McNaughton was appointed to
succeed Paul H. Nitze as secre-
tary of the Navy only a few
days ago, effective Aug. 1. He
had been confirmed hy the Sen-
ate, but had not yet taken over
the job.

Prior to this the 46-year-old
Indiana native had served as
assistant secretary of defense
for international security affairs
for three years.

Top officials said McNamara
relied on McNaughton as much

or more than any of his other
aides on a day-to-day basis on
problems involving international
defense matters.

He moved into the Navy post
when Nitze became McNa-
mara’s deputy secretary of de-
fense following the resignation
of Cyrus R. Vance.

McNaughton's career included
service as an educator, attor-
ney, newspaper columnist and
editor, and government official.

McNaughton received degrees
from DePauw University, Har-
vard Law School and Oxford,
where he was a Rhodes Scholar.

AN it

July 20, 1967 Citizen, P

During World War IT he was
a lieutenant in the Navy re-
serve, first commanding a Navy
gun crew on a merchant ship
in the Caribbean and North At-
lantic, and later serving on a
destroyer escort in the Pacif-
ic.

He was editor of the Pekin,
Ill., Daily Times from 1951 to
1953.

McNaughton was appointed
assistant professor of law at
Harvard Law School in 1953 and
became a full professor in 1956.

His government background

e g

S

age 8

included legal work in the office
of the U. S. special representa-
tive to the Economic Coopera-
tion Administration in Paris
from 1949 to 1951. He also served
several periods as assistant dis-

trict attorney for Middlesex
County, Mass., from 1957 to
1961.

President Johnson appointed
McNaughton to the Pentagon's
international security affairs
post in March 1964.

His wife was the former Sa-

rah Elizabeth [Fulkman. They
lived in Washington.

ARROW MARKS HOLE IN TREES where smoke rises from wreckage. (Staff Photo by June Glenn Jr.)
July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 8
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STARK TRAGEDY in a

Henderson Counly woods,

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 8

Airport Officials Comfort

'Relatives, Answer Calls

By JIM CRAWFORD
Citizen Staff Writer

| Officials and employes
| Asheville Airport worked Wed-
nesday afternoon to comfort re-
fatives and friends of those killed
in the crash of a Piedmont jet
airliner near Hendersonville.
Airport Manager Kenneth Dacy
|said a room had been set aside
orn the second floor for use by
|those inquirfeg about the vic-/
i tims. |
Coffee and refreshments were
| made available. |
Dacy said the crash “‘was jusl|
jone of these terrible things that
happen. . .an awful thing,”” He
described the crash scene as
| “heart-rending.™
Piedmont officials in mid-af-
ternoon set about notifying next
of kin, explaining that it was
hcth a company policy and a
federal regulation that no names
be released until next of kin
had ben notified.
A team of Piedmont officials

There were many saddened
faces thrdughout the airpo.
One man broke into sol# and

of | was escorted into Dacy’s office

when told at the Piedmont ticket
counter that the plane which
crashed had been bound for
Roanoke.

A minister who talked with
the man said later his son was
aboard the plane.

The jet which crashed had
been scheduled to return to
Asheville at 5:50 p. m. as Flight
3.

Flight 1041, a piston-engine
craft, was substituted, a Pied-
mo®® official sdid.

A crash team of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation was
flving hers to join other invest-
igators at the scene. They were
due about 9 p. m.

Dacy said that since the new
airport was open on Jan. 15,
1961. there have been approxi-
55.000 commercial flights with-
out an accident of any kind.

He said a commercial plane

arrived from Winston-Salem and | was involved in a mishap at the
headed immediately for the site old Asheville-Hendersonville Air-
of the tragedy, Jack Gwennap,| port about 1959 or 1960, but there
Piedmont station manager said.’ were no injuries.

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 8
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Crash Third For Piedmont

WINSTON - SALEM (AP) —
The crash of a Boeing 727 air-
liner, killing 79 persons, near
Hendersonville Wednesday was
the third and worst fatal acci-
dent in Piedmont Airlines’ 19-
year history.

Three more were Kkilled
aboard a Cessna 310 which coi-
lided with the jet, enrcute from
Atlanta to Washington. The air-
liner had just left the Asheville
Airport when the crash oc-

curred.

In October 1959 a Piedmont
DC3 fell at Charlottesville, Va.,
killing 27 persons. One passen-
ger survived.

Piedmont, which cites in its
literature its safety record, lost
three crew members when a
Martin 404 crashed near New
Bern, N. C., Nov. 21, 1966. The
plane was enroute to pick up its
first passengers for a flight to
Louisville, Ky. None had board-
ed when the flight hegan in Wil-
mington, N. C.

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 8

A fourth crash occurred August 10, 1968 during a landing approach at the then-Charleston-Kanawha
County, West Virginia Airport, renamed Yeager Airport in 1985, killing 35 of 37. One survivor said . . .

she wasn't

anxious to make the flight be-

cause her sister-

in-law's parents

were Killed in a plane crash last

year,

It is unknown in which crash the parents were killed.
August 11, 1968 Citizen, Section 2, Page 1
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They Looked Upward,
Here’s What They Saw

HENDERSONVILLE — One
| evewitness to the Piedmont Air-|
lines crash said he was talking
'to a friend and for no reason
happened to look into the sky
immediately before the mid-air |
collison between the airliner and |
'a smaller plane

Grady Walker of 408 Jack St.,|
Hendersonville, said he blurted

““Those planes are going to hit™",
and then the collision cecurred.

He said the jet was rising as
the smaller piane hit it “‘right|
in the nose’". '

He described the resulting ex-|
plosion as “an orange ball of
fire™ high over the town. |

“I never saw the small plane
after that,”" he said. f
.~ He saw deabris begin scatter-
'ing from the planes, then the|
craft began “twisting straight|
~down to the earth”. I
 When the wreckage struck the|
~ground, there was another ex-
plosion, “like 2 sonic boom™ he
' said. ;

Walker said he first checked
on his kids in his yard, then call-
ed police.

A member of the Henderson-
ville Rescue Squad, Walker then
‘ran to the woods where the
'planes had gone down. He said|
‘there was intense heat from
\fire “'leaping up everywhere".
. After chasing away some ex-
|cited children from a nearby
summer camp, Walker remain-
ied on the scenc into the after-
' noon. ’

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 8

Another witness was E. T. Mc-
Call, 42, of Hendersonville, who
did not see the midair collision
but heard the first explosion.

“The big plane nosed straight
down,”” he said, but he said he
did not see any sign of a small-
er plane.

Bill Baldwin, 18. said he was
in his home in the area when
he heard the first crash.

He ran outside in time to see
the big plane going down, spray-
ing debris over a wide trail.

Don Griffin, whose home fis

|in the area. said a wheel from

one of the planes landed on his
house and a passenger fell
through the trees and into his
vard where his small daughter
was plaving.

C. C. Collins of Hendersonville
Rt. 6 was mowing grass in his
vard. He said “There was a
blast in the air. and then the
pieces started falling.

“I don’t know whether the
motor blew up. or what, but
there was a terrible amount of
smoke,” he said. Collins said
he heard another explosion after
the plane fell.

Another witness, K. C. Smart,
said the smalier plane hit the
airliner and burst into flames.
The larger aircraft continued on
for a moment, shuddered, then
blew apart in the air, Smart
said.

“Debris fell on houses around
where I live,” Smart said.

— Lewis W. Green
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From 1-26 They Came To See

By BILL MEBANE equipment, pouring water and parked on both sides of the
Citizen Staff Writer chemicals onto the plane. divided four-lane highwav in both
Within minutes of the time Pieces of paper and cloth were directions from the crash Oth-
Pledmont Flight 22 struck the quickly spread over bodies and ers were pulled onto side roads
earth aboul 200 feet from parts of hodies scattered over and off U S Highway 64 be-
beavily - traveled Interstate the charred ground. 'tween Hendersonville and Bat
Highway 26, hundreds of people| The firemen, some of them Cave.
in the casual dress of summer pumping from a stream in a  State Highway Patroimen and

armived. |counties kept the crawling traf-
awe fic moving slowly past.
the, In the fresh green grass be
. res- tween the two wide strips of
were stopped by a wire cue workers, with r.o one to res- ' concrete 2 man sat not moving
halfway between the high- cue, went about their methodi- beside a large white sheet,
way and the wreckage and pre- cal work covering the remains guarding the body underneath.
vented by officers standing there of victims A black-garbed priest climbed
from going closer Three blackened poles, the over the barricades while smnke
Between them and the wreck- shattered trunks of tall trees was still rmising and began sav-
age an open ditch about 10feet|shorn of their limbs, leaned to-'ing last rites over the bodies
. 20 or 30 feet jong and 15|gether grotesquely in the acrid A brown bird fluttered through
feet wide, halffilled with old grev smoke. the smoke, perhaps toward a -
tin cans and other trash of e dis' Hundreds of automobiles were nest that was no longer there

i

4

dump

The plane lay Eke part of the
dump, its once-gleaming fuse-
crumpled into battered
metal that could hardiy be dis
tinguished at that distance from
what might have been left there
before.

A closer look would show a
flattened jet engine, crushed
and barnt black, part of a wing
with a control surface hanging
impdy, remnants of electrical
conpections and 2 portion of
fuselage, apparertly the cockpit
and forward cabin

Lying under the cabin was a
shiny black suilcase, 1is hinges
strained apart.

A half-hour afler the crash,
firemen from Hendersonville
Mountain Home, Fletcher and
Ashevilie, as well as severa)
other volunieer fire depart-
ments, were at the scene with

]
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Deep Shock, Carnival Air
Noted At Scene Of Cras

By LEWIS W. GREEN
Citizen Staff Writer ‘

Thers was an incredible mix-|
ture of carnival gaiety and deep,
shock among thousands of peo-
Iple s ing to the scene of
the plane crash at noon Wednes-
day.

Countless cars lined the
shoulders of 1-26 and U. S. 64,
and harried State Highway Pa-}
trolmen and deputy sheriffs
tried to maintain a flow of traf-
gh the impact area.

Deputies and rescue squad
personnel set up multiple rope
cordons in an attempt to screen
the throngs — but a trouble-
some number of the idly cur-
‘ous got through somehow.

A shower of debris plunged
from the sky in the area start-
ing at a service station on U.
S. 64 and Thompson St., near
the [-26 overpass. On that side
of the road were two bodies,
airliner seats and engine parts.

But for those who made it
past the police line at the road
: into the crash zone, curi-
immediately changed to
silent, deep ache for those who
| had been in the plane.
| 1t is a treeined, shady little
road leading down to a chil-
n's summer camp — ironic-
was reported that sev-
the plane's passengers
hildren themselves on
v to summer camps.
A stroll down that quiet, cool
residential area is a grim walk
| along the path of death. Early
||arrivals of rescue workers had
'managed to cover up many of
‘|the dead with sheets.

' The first bodies had plunged

fic thro

to earth across the highway — |

Ithen they strung out through
the subdivision and woods.

At advertising man Don Grif-
fin's home, an airplane wheel
lay on his roof. A passenger
fell through the tree tops and
into the yard where his small
daughter was playing.

Further down the lane lay
other tiwisted engine parts, seat
parts, wheels, tires. Clothing
hung high in trees like grotesque|
SCAreCrows, |

One body had landed in a
tree and remained there. |

One of the dead plunged|
through the roof of a house,|
|but there was no one home at

|the time.

Investigators were
told the family was on vaca-
tion.

Then as one went further
along the ftrail, debris grew
thicker along the ground, Bag-
gage and metal and still, silent
white sheets,

The faces of the rescue work-
ers were grim with shock and
grief. Many had children of
their awn.

According 1o a composite of
eyewitness reports, it appeared
that the smaller plane was fused
into the nose section of the air-
liner and they had gone earth-
ward together.

At the actual impact area, in-
tense heat drove rescue work-

ers away until fire departments | geople ]who ptacked four to eight
began to arrive and spray the |deep along il. ,

ﬂa%ngs with water and chemi-| Police, rescue squads, fire de-
cals. | partments and ?Lher elmergen%

lere again were rescue work- | workers came rom lowns a
er?e;r)olxcge. FBI men, Piedmont | communities all over, Western
Airlines officials, deputies and .\'anh Carolina to assist in the
some of the curious. work, ]

Rescue workers steeled them-| The American Red Cross sel
selves as they spread their up sevgral comfort wagons,
bright white sheets about, mark-‘dispcnsmgm coﬂelg rsand sand-
ing the spot where someone lay | wiches to the WOrKETs, )
s?ﬁl_t il | Sirens wailed along all high-

The impact area was about a |ways and the quiet residential
half-mile out the shady road — streets, and after a while the
but was within throwing dis-|carnival atmosphere was gone
tance of Interstate 26. Fortunate- and there was only the quiet,
for police and rescue workers | humbling knowledge that some

g o fence was between |80 peaple had died ahove and

a high w B i
Ehe crash site and thousands of | in a drowsy tourist resort area.

(AP Photo by Perry Aycoct

AERIAL VIEW with roof of Holiday Inn in foreground.
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A FENCE BLOCKED the hundreds who passed®y. (Staff Phota by June Glenn Jr)
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Anxious Hours For Parents

Parents of scores of children
| who were en route to a summer
|camp near Hendersonville from
.pomts throughout the East had
severa! anxious hours Wednes-

dav after the crash of a Pied-
imont Airlines jet airliner.

i The youngsters were en route
ito the Blue Star Camps, located
]ﬁ 1-2 miles from Hendersonville
lon Kanuga Road.

Three of the children flew to
Asheville from Atlanta aboard
Flight 22, but were no longer
on board when the plane went
down in a collision with a small-
jer plane shortly after leaving
the Asheville Airport.

'I'Hrty—seven other voungsters,
from various Florida -cities,
|flew into Asheville on a piston|
plane, Flight 1022, which Pied-'
mont added to Flight 22 to ac-
|commodate the youngsters.

| That plane landed safely,
shortly after noon and the chil-
!dren were taken to the camp,
along with the three from Flight
22, unaware of any tragedy.

Blue Star Camps, located on a
500-acre tract, are operated by
Herman and Harry Popkin. It
has facilities for 850 and a staff,
of 300.

“We've been on the phone furi
three hours phoning all our par-|
enis,” Herman Popkin said|
ah-uut Tp. m

He explained that about 250
children were due to fly in yes-
terday from severa! eastern
states for the gamp's second
session. Another 150 or so were
arriving by ground transporia-
tion. About 400 had gone home
Monday at the end of the first
session, Popkin said, and about
400 uthers who had been here

Jfor the first session remained

for the second four weeks.

Popkin said parents of all
children on flights within a
three-hour radius of Flight 22
were called by staff members
alhere and by representatives in
other cities such as Cincinnati
and Miami,

Popkin said the .accident had
not disturbed the children.

“They don't know anything
about it," he said. “The parents
are the ones who were caused
anguish.”

Popkin said one group origi-
nally had been scheduled to
come from Washington by
train, but were re-scheduled to
fly after the railroads were hit
by a weekend strike.

After the crash Wednesday,
he said, the pgroup was re-
scheduled to travel by train,
and is now due to arrive Thurs-
day morning.

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 11
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Horror Of Plane Crash Is Told
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24



400 Search
Crash Area
For Victims

HENDERSONVILLE, N. C.
(A" — Rescue and cleanup on-
crations  presented  Hender-
~on County officials a mammalth
chore  Wednesday — after the
crash of a Piedmont Airlines jel
and a smaller plane, taking 82
lives

The job of finding the bodies
of victims and cleaning up the
wreckage was under the com-
mand of LI, K. B, Kuykendall of
the North Carolina Highway Pa-
lrol, aided by Henderson Coun-
ty Sheriff James L. Kilpatrick.

More than 400 rescure workers
were  assigned  the  task ol
searching  for bodies  over a
wide area,

The work force included 70
National Guardsmen, members
of Company B, Ist Baltalion,
120th - Infantry of North Car-
rolina’s  *'Old  Hickory™ Divi-
sion.

The National Guard armory
and the high school gym in Hen-
dersonville were taken over for
use as morgues.

Members of the Buncombe
County  NMinisterial  Asoclation,
hearing of the disaster, had al-
so reported to local hospitals to
be available if there had heen
any survivors brought to Ashe-
ville.

St. Joseph's Hospital in Ashe-
ville moved to disaster alert,
and personnel in all depart-
ments which would have been
needed to work with survivors
or  with  their families were
ready.

The American Red Cross sel
up facilities to handle inquiries
from relatives of vielims.

Two disaster vans and 10 res-
cue workers were sent in from
Asheville, They brought along
60 pints of blood in case it was
needed,

Among the things the search-
ers hoped to find were  the
plane’s flight and voice recor-
ders. These instruments record
flight conditions and any com-
ments from the cerew

On the scene late in the day
wias anonvestigating team (rom
the  Natiomal — ‘Transportation
Board. 1t is headed by Former
Gov. John H. Reed of Maine and
imeludes 14 agents,

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 13
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According to the Asheville Fire Department’s Master Logbook, their involvement at the crash was
minimal. Engine 15 (1958 American LaFrance) was dispatched at 1:15 with Lieutenant Holly Pat Oxner
(later District Commander 1 of C-shift) in charge. They travelled some 28 miles before reaching the
scene, and documented using 20 gallons of water (unspecified on what), possibly so small because of a
lack of hydrants and/or a water supply from which to draft, or the probable large amount of firefighting
equipment already present, and possibly because of the lack of interchangeability of hose threads. They
returned to their station at 3:48 PM. There is no record of which size hose they used, or that they used
other equipment. A newspaper report says Belton, SC Fire Department, some seventy-five miles from
the scene, responded.

Emergency Medical Service was in its infancy. One-to-two years earlier, most local funeral homes
stopped providing “ambulance service,” and governmental agencies were operating in new territory,
providing what had been a privately-funded enterprise as a taxpayer-supported obligation.

Henderson County relied on four station wagon-type ambulances, and although the crash of these
airplanes killed all aboard, multiple vehicles were needed to transport the dead to Hendersonville’s
National Guard Armory and two refrigerated trailers, used as a morgue, for examination, autopsies,
identification, and transfer to funeral homes.

Of course, initially, ambulances were sent from wherever they could be found, in hopes of
transporting survivors — West Funeral Home in Weaverville sent at least two. Fire departments at that
time were not typically equipped with vehicles suitable for patient transport. While rescue squads
provided some ambulance service, most were concerned with transporting equipment needed for
extrication, water emergencies, climbing incidents and such, and all lacked the resources to transport the
dead on such a large scale.
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DAVE C. SALLEY

MRS. BEULAH LANCE MARTIN SHULER

Passenger List

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP)
— Piedmont Airlines l'uleased.‘
the following list of passengers
who were aboard its jet which
crashed near Hendersonville,
N.C., Wednesday:

1. Mr. J M. Chidsey, Rome,
Ga.

2. Mr. Ennis Parker, Griffin,
Ga.

3. Mr, and Mrs, P. R, Brown,|
Lexinglon, Va.

4. Mr. W. Boone, Roanoke, Va.

5. Mr. J. Farmer, Roanoke,
Va.

6 .Mr. R. Little, Roanoke, Va.

7. Mr. C. Geiger, Albany, Ga.

8 Mr. B. MacKendree, Al-
bany, Ga. :

9. Mr. G. Lewis, Albany, Ga.

10. Mr. T. R, Bolton, Hunts-

- ville, Ala.

1. Mr. John Price, Athens,|
Ga. |

12. Mr. D. Hulchinson Sr.,|
Columbus, Miss.

13. Mr. D. Hutchinson Jr., Co-|

lumbus, Miss. Y

14. Mr. C. L. Hutcherson, Co-

15. Mr. W. Simpson, Tuscu-
loosa, Ala. |
16. Mr. J. W. Segars, Mobilew
Ala.
17.Mr. C. P.
sonville, Fla.
18. Mr. T. W. Holl, Jackson-
“ ville, Fla.
19. Mr. R. J. Ward, Tampa,
Fla.
20. Mr. Edward Green, Lake-
land, Fla.
21. Mrs. Edward Green, Lake- |
land, Fla.
* 22 Mr. R. W, Stephens, Tam-
pa, Fla.
23. Mr. Gus Jimenez, Tampa, |
Fla.
L.
" Tenn. |
25. Mr. T. C. White, Memphis, |
Tenn. |
26. Mr. L. 0. Philliber, Dallas, |
Tex. '

\
Hardee, Jack-i

Mr. Stewart, Memphis,

lumbus, Miss. ‘Tex

o

27 Mr. V. L. Patterson, Dal-
las, Tex.

28. Mr. R. M. Laughlin, Dal-' 57. Mr, John T.
las, Tex. |ton, Washington, D.C.

29. Mr. A. Morgan, Birming-| 58. Mrs. John T. McNaughton,
ham, Ala. Washington, D.C.

30. Lt Cmdr, R, Williamson,| 59, Theodore
Los Angeles, Calif. ‘\\'zlshinglmL D.C.

31 Mrs, 1. W. Ford, New Or-| 60, Mr Dave Salley, Asheville
leans, La. N. C.

32 Mr. D. I. Vaughn, Savan-| g1, Mrs. J. A. Williamson,
nah, Ga. > San Franeisco, Calif.

33.Mrs. D. F, Vaughn, Savan-| 62, John  Williamson,
nah; Ga. [Franciseo, Calif,

3. M. M.: Daye, Miami, Fla.| 63. Lee Williamson, San Fran-

35. Mrsy P, Freeman, Bir-|cisco, Calif.
mingham, Ala. 64. Mr. Roger Lambert, no ad-

36. Mr. J. Berman, Lexington, | dress.

56, Mrs. B. Lance, Candler,”
|N.C ;

MeNaugh-

MceNaughton,

| ae

San

Miss. . 65. Miss C. Green, Granville,
37. Mrs. W. Love, Jackson,|Ohio.
Miss. 66. Mr. P. B. Mayo, Langley,

38. L. Love, Jaskson, Miss.
39. E. Love, Jackson Miss. | 67. Miss J.
40. W. Love, Jackson, Miss. |wood, Calif.
41. Mr. M. Feingerts, New Or-| 3. Dr. W. F. Docrner, Cum-
leans, La. | berland, Md.
42, Miss S. Tergeon, Huuslun,! 69, Mr. Kirby Rector, Clyde,
LE

|Va.

Bellow, Tangle-

ex. N.C.

43, Mrs. D. Tergeon, llnustun,!i 70. Mrs. Moore, Huntington,
\W. Va.

44. Mr. B. Lambert, Wichita,| 71. Stephanie Moore, Gas-
Kan. [ tonia, N.C.

45. Mr. J. Cutliff, Wichita,| 72. Amy Moore, Gaslonia,
Kan. IN.C.

46. Mr. Don Benson, Okla-! 73. Jeorgina Basurto, no ad-

homa City, Okla. | dress.
47. Mr. Carl Gilmore, OKla-| 74. Capt. R. F. Schulte, pilot,
homa City, Okla Norfolk, Va., and Winston-Sa-
48. Mr. J. L. Leffel, Bluefield,| lem, N.C.
Va. | 75 T. C. Conrad. first officer,
40. Mr. W. Benham, Albuquer-| Winston-Salem, N.C.
que, N.M. 7. L. C. Wilson, flight engi-
50. Mr. W. L. Blackman, Los|neer, recently from Norfolk,
Angeles, Calif | Va.
51. Mr. W. 77. Miss Sandra Kay Cox, host-
ington, D.C. jess, High Point, N, C.
52 Miss Glenna Hahlbeck,| 78. Miss Debbie Davis, host-
Mt. Rainier, Md. css, YadKinville, N, C.
53. Mr. G .E. | Listed as passengers on the
sonville, N.C. ‘Ughl plane. a Cessna 310, in-
54. Mr. Kiessling, Henderson- volved in the crash, were:
ville, N. C. 1. Ralph Reynolds, about 49,
Martin  Shuler, Candler, Springlield, Mo.
2. Robhert E. Anderson, about
42, Springtield, Mo
4. Dave Addison, about 40,
pilot, Lebanon, Mo,

J. Kerwin, Wash-

Bubhb, Hender-

HER

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 13
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Phone Cable Is Severed

Wreckage from the ill-fated Pied-
mont jet airliner severed a 900-pair
Southern Bell eabie near [enderson-
ville - Wednesday, putting 700 tele-
phones out of service. Emergency
crews were rushed to the break, hut
officials kept the workmen away from
the scene for several hours, George

Tisdale, district manager in Asheville
said. Southern Bell crews installed
emergency telephone service at the
crash scene and also al the National
Guard Armory, which was used as a
temporary morgue. (Staff Photo hy
June Glenn Jr) '

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 52
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fe s
THE TWISTED CABIN of Piedmont Airlines’ Flight 22. (Staff Photo by June Glenn Jr.)

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 52
Asheville’s then-Assistant Police Chief, Gene Jarvis, is at right, in suit & glasses.
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undreds Waiched
As Planes Crashed

EDITOR’S NOTE: Times Re-
porter Bill Mebane was among
the first newsmen at the scene
of the Hendersonville plane
crash, One of his accounts
{follows.
W L .

HENDERSONVILLE — There
must have been hundreds of
witnesses to the final horrible
moments of Flight 22. The plane
was well-observed because it
was over a well-populated sec-
tion where it was dealt its
death - blow and because jet
airliners are still a novelty in
Western North Carolina.

The 100-unit Holiday Inn Mo.
tel, standing on a plateau
above the cut where the inter-
state highway bhores north and
south, afforded people there a
dramatically close view of the
liner’s plunge to the patch of
woods on the other side of the
highway.

Yates Pearson, 29, operator
of a Shell service station at the
intersection of I-26 and U. S.
64 was accustomed to looking
up as the big jets rumbled over
on a north-south course toward
the Asheville airport.

“T was watching him come
across,” said Pearson. ‘I said,
‘There goes that big plane
again,” It looked like he was
going straight up 26 when
all of a sudden it just exploded
out of the front end. I thought
somebody had planted a bomb
in it.”

Pearson said he saw pieces
of metal raining down from the
plane — about the size of seats
—and the plane ‘“‘came straight
down.”

Pearson said he heard one ex-
plosion, but didn’t see any oth-
er plane, fire or smoke until the
plane hit the ground.

Clarence Hyder, a sign paint-
er who lives near Horse Shoe,
said he was in Hendersonville
with a cousin and from their
car they saw the plane head-
ing north.

Hyder said he saw the small-
er plane hit the airliner on the
right side near the wing.

“It looked like he stuck to
the bottom of it,”” he said. ‘It
didn’'t seem like it moved the
big plane at all.”

Then Hyder said he heard an
explosion ‘‘about a second later”
and saw the liner begin to fall.

“It looked like he was trying
to straighten up” before the
craft fell to earth, Hyder de-
clared.

He said he and his cousin
drove out Highway 64 toward
the spot where they could see
the smoke rising and got there
within a few minutes.

There were two more loud
explosions from the wreckage
after they got there, he said.

The plane fell directly across
a large telephone cable, cut-
ting off telephone service over
a wide area.

Hyder said the planes were
still together as they fell.

Thomas A. Conner, 39, who
lives close to Highway 64 sev-
eral yards east of the motel,
said he was in his front yard
with his 12-year-old son, Alden,
digging a pool.

His son looked up as the plane
came over, Conner said, and
said “Look, Daddy that little
plane is gonna hit it.”

Conner said he could ‘‘see the
little plane coming up under the
big one.”

After the collision, he said,
the jet made a ‘‘clockwise swirl
like he was trying to make the
interstate, and he was about
leveled oul when he hit.”

Joe Britt, 24, of Henderson-
ville, manager of the Holiday
Inn Motel, said he was in Hen-
dersonville at a service station
when he heard a boom, looked

30

up and saw the airliner split
apart. Britt said he observed
““a big ball of fire,” He said he
saw two separale parts of the
plane fall.

His wife, 21, was standing in
a breezeway at the motel when
she heard ‘‘what sounded like a
sonic boom.”

She ran out and looked up, she
said, and saw the plane ‘‘pretty

low — maybe two or three times
the height of the trees. She said
the part that fell near the motel
seemed to be only the front
half of the plane.

“It looked real odd,” she
said. *“It was all messed up.
One wing was sticking out and
one was up. It didn’t look big
enough to be an airliner.

— Bill Mebane

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 52



Identification
Process Tedious

HENDERSONVILLE — Elev- Charles Jackson, Henderson
en bodies out of 82 victims of County coroner said a special
a mid-air collision near here|FBI team sent here from Wash-
bad been positively identified/ington had pinned down positive
more than 24 hours after the identities of two of the victims
tregedv, it was announced by their fingerprints.

Thursday. | Other positive identifica-

The slowness of the identifica- lLions were made by next-of-kin,
tion process pointed up how The National Guard Armory in
badlv mangled. charred and dis- Hendersonville has been con-

figured the victims had been. iverted into a  temporary
rmorgue.

| There were these other de-
{velopments in the aftermath of
Ithe collision of a Piedmont Air-
!lines tri-jet, which had just
|taken off from Asheville Air-
|port, and a twin-engine Cessna
1310, arriving here from Char-
'lotte:

. — A search of the partly
jweoded area and surrounding
‘suburban section would continue
juntil it’s certain all victims
have been located.

| — A 17-man team of investi-
|gators from the National Trans-
‘portion Safety Board, whe ar-
‘rived from Washington Wednes-
day, were to lease a warehouse
where parts of the plane wreck-
age will be stored. No decision
had been made by late Thurs-
dgay as to whether the wreckage
will be reassembled to better
show the point of impact be-
tween the two planes.

— The investigating team has,
called in experts from a variety
ot other agencies such as the
'Federal Aviation Administration
jand the Aircrafts Controllers
|Assm 1o study aspects of the
Tcrash. All told, 69 persons are
|serving on and with the inves-
itigation team.

— The voice recorder and
'flight recorder on the downed
| Piedmont jet, a Boeing 727,
were dispatched Wednesday
night to the laboratory of the
| National Transportation Safety
|Board in Washington.

—The tragedy apparently had
no immediate effect in slowing
passenger business at Asheville
Airport, according to Kenneth
G. Dacy, city director of avia-
tion. He said the airpori was
“crowded” Thursday including
young summer campers coming
and going.

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 1
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Where Body Fell
William R. Kuykendall looked up to a hole in
his living room ceiling where the body of a woman
crashed through the roof and into the room after a
collision of an airliner and a private plane Wednes-
day near Hendersonville. (AP Wirephoto)
According to Norman Pruitt, a worker at the crash scene, the house mentioned in the above article stood
on the present-day site of Shuler Funeral Home.
July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 1

32



.

~ Carried to earth in a smoking dive by the jet-
liner it struck in midair Wednesday, the
forward part of a Cessna Pacemaker air-
plane lies jammed between trees at the death scene.
Three Missouri businessmen died in the smaller
plane, whose pilot was described as a 2,500-hour

— ',:‘;. ]

Partners In Death Dive

flight veteran. The two aircraft were seen to collide
and the impact apparently tangled them into a single
piece of wreckage. In the background, rescue squads
probed for bodies in the ruins of the airliner, under
the direction of Police Chief A. V. Edwards of Hen-
dersonville.

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 1
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Vietims’
WNC Ties
Revealed |

Names of victims of Wednes-
day’s Hendersonville airline dis-
aster who had Western North
Carolina connections continued |
to come to light Thursday, as|
authorities and survivors strug-
gled with indentification of the
§2 destroved bodies.

G. E. Bubb, listed as victim
No. 53 by Piedmont Airlines,|
was a 62-year-old DuPont Cor-
pouration construction official
from Hendersonville who was on|
his way to the company’s home
office 1n Wilmington, Del.

He was chief construction
engineer at the plant at Bre-
vard, and had been with the
company 37 years, in Texas,!
Virginia, and Kentucky.

Vicetim No. 54, listed only as,
Mr. Kiessling of Hendersonville, |
was Herbert Kiessling, 77, a
summer resident from Sarasota.
Fla., who had been coming here'’
for the past 10 years. He lived|
al 1805 Brevard Road. He was/
en route to Massachusetts to)|
visit relatives. !

Victim No. 55, Martin Shuler,
of Enka was the 14-year-old|
grandson of Mrs. Beulah Lam:e,i
victimm No. 56, of Candler, who
was taking him to Washington
just for the trip. The boy, ac-
cording to relatives, had chosen
the jet flight as the mode of
itravel. I

Martin was the son of Mr. and
Mrs. C. L. Shuler of Enka.

Victim No. 60, Dave C. Salley
~—Turn To Page Si:”

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 1
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Victims’ WNC Ties Revealed

—Continued From Page as M. . Kirby Rector A friend here said he origi-
8l i Sgiorce, stationed nally had planned to leave Eat

P
Asheville, had scveral rela. °f the US. Air 3 p.m., Wednesday, but took’the
Efm in Hendersonville and at Ft. Meade. Md. : i1 fated jet flight when he was
Saluda, in addition to Asheville.| He and his girl friend, wWhose gple to change his reservation.
He was an engineering official identity was not immediately| ©Ope of the victims, P. B.
of the American Enka Corp.  known, were visiling his par- maye, about 85, was for many
Victim No. 52, listed as Miss ents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rector vears manager of Hajoca Corp.,
Glenna Hahlbeck of Mt. Rainier, | of the Fines Creek section. |3 plumbing supply firm, of Bili.
Md., was learned to be the 11-| The parents learned of the more.
year<ld granddaughter of Mr.| disaster at the airport after Mayo had been visiting in the
and Mrs. C. S. Buchanan of| seeing the couple leave. home of Dr. and Mrs. I. H.
Dillshoro, and the niece of Mrs. Mr. Salley, a first cousin of Archer, 319 Lakewood Drive,
Lyman Montieth Jr. also of g 3 Salley Jr., Buncombe| who drove him to the aj
Dillsboro, |County purchasing agent, was|and saw him off on the flight.
Mrs. Montieth had taken h&r|a native of Saluda. He had been| Mrs. John Williamson II of
to the airport to return to Mary- employed by Enka since 1947 San Franckco, and her twq
land. Glenna's mother, the for- when he was graduated from's=ons, John A. Williamson II1
mer Lillian Buchanan is an em- Clemson University with a and Lee Williamson, 10 and
plove of the Air Transport As- bachelor of science degree in eight, were among the victims,
sociation. mechanical engineering. They had visited Mrs. Wil
Also killed were a retired William J. Kerwin of Beths- "377150":3 parents - in - law, and
plumbing company official who eda, Md., one of the victims, ihe boy’'s grandparents, Mr. and
formerly had lived here 35 had been a convention speaker Mrs. John A. Williamson Sr, of
years, a San Francisco moth- here the day before his death. 11 Brookside Road.
er and her two sons who were Mr, Kerwin, executive vice Dr. W. F. Doerner, 46, son-
visiting relatives here, and a president of the National League in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Ted
Maryland physician who had at- of Insured Savings Association, Reber of Franklin, was a vie
tended the funeral of his wife's’ Washington addressed the North tim.
grandfather in Franklin. 'Carolina Savings and Loan
Bubb is survived by the League.
widow, Thelma: a daughter,
Miss Susan Bubb, a student at
King's College in Charlote; and
three sisters, Miss Carolyn Bubb
and Mrs, Alice McQuillan of
Westville, N.J., and Mrs Flor-
:'pcg Harvey of National Park,
A Clyde man killed in the

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 6
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Calamity Chooses A Nearby ite

Death by accident is always tragic.
And when 82 people die in a plane
crash close to home, the impact is
even more grievous.

It is futile to speculate why the
small private plane, which collided
with a jet airliner leaving the Ashe-
ville Airport, was several miles off
course . . . or why it failed to check
with the local control tower; these
are details for the official investiga-
tors. It is enough to know that all the
passengers were killed in the subse-
quent explosion and crash—79 in the
airliner; three in the private craft.

It was the worst accident in
North Carolina records® the first such
fatal crash here since the opening of
the new Asheville airport in 1961.

Several of the passengers were
residents of Western North Carolina
or had close ties in the area. The
sense of shock—the feeling of loss—
was nationwide.

Congressional spokesmen renewed
demands for tighter controls over the
operation of private planes in the
vicinity of municipal airports, and
certainly safeguards are indicated.
Here was an accident that should
not have happened-—and yet it did.
We share the resulting sorrow.

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 4
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Fm&tﬂmoroiumne Juhnll Raed,nght
national Transportation Safety
Board, talked with a deputy sheriff at the scene of  after the crash. (AP Wirephoto)

Senator Says
Jet Crash
Was Avoidable

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen.
Howard H. Baker Jr., R—Tenn.,
said Thursday he believes that
a plane crash Wednesday near
Hendersonville, N. C., in which
82 persons died could have been
avoided.

“I make no charges of allega-
tions against the crews of either
plane, traffic control or tower
control,”” Baker said in a state-
ment. “T simply say the acci-
dent could have been avoided.

“I am certain that in the
scope of the exotic contro] facil-
ities available to the industry,
thal mid-air collisions can be se-
verely reduced or eliminated.”

Baker, himself a pilot, noted
that the Asheville approach and
departure control are not yet
equipped with radar. It is time
to provide the devices that will
give positive control of crowded
air spaces, he said.

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 6
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Stokely Calls
Ailr Tragedy
‘Great Loss’

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (AP) —
The president of Stokely Van-
Camp said Thursday the loss of
30 independent food brokers who
handled the food company’s
products will prove disruptive.

Alfred Stokely referred to the
crash of a commercia! airliner
and a private plane Wednes-
day near Hendersonville, N.C.,
which claimed 82 lives, includ-
ing the foodbrokers from across
the country.

“Its a greal personal loss.
Some of these brokers were
father and son teams that have
handled the company's line,”
the president said.

“It will be disruptive but
we're confident the customers
will understand this loss. We
have a good organizavion and
hope over the long term to work
out this problem.”

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 6
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Piedmont Pilot
Flew A Zero;
Nobody Noticed

An Asheville attorney who
served as a naval aviator in
World War II with Capt. R. F.
Schulte of Norfolk, the dead
captian of the Piedmont Airlines
plane which went down Wednes-
day over Hendersonville, re-
members a wartime incident
which the flyer loved to tell.

Henry C. Fisher remembers
that a Japanese Zero was shot
down in the cold waters of the
Aleutians, and was recovered
some weeks later,

Curiously, some substance had
been spread upon the under side
of the plane which prevented
salt-water corosion. The Defense
Department was anxious to an-
alyze the substance.

The Zero was in good con-
dition, and was shipped to San
Diego for cleaning up. Schulte
was assigned to fly the plane
east to Spartanburg, S. C.

Schulte recalled often that he
[lew an enemy plane, red ‘“meat-
ball” emblem shining, into
several military air bases along
the way—and was never chal-
lenged, nor for the most part,
noticed.

After that, Fisher said,
Schulte was a bit leery of this
nation’s claim of internal secu-
rity.

July 21, 1967 Citizen, Page 10
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It Was A Busy Afternoon, Night For Citizen-Times Staff

| C. C Collins was mowing the
lawn of his home hear the in-

tersection of Interstate % and a5 10

U. 8. 4 when he looked up and

Isaw the jetliner fall from the
sky

{ficers and others involved. Cov-
|ering them is simply a job that
be done.

“All of us were somewhat
|shocked when we learned that
ithm were more than 70 people
laboard,” Wynne said. “It took

His first thought was that this,us some time to get over that.”
'was something his son Bob, wire| Mebane sped to the scene,

\editor of The Asheville Times, admitiedly a little faster than
should know about, so the law allows, his headlights
into the house fo the E.'burning as is his practice when

Bob Collins was off sick traveling at high speed. He for-
Wednesday, but his father's call|got to turn them off when he
| to the newsroom putlheCili?.en—iarrjved at the crash, and two
Times news staff to work on|hours later returned to find his
(one of the biggest stories in car batlery dead.

'tiie newspapers’ long history! But he got the story, and with
\within two or three minutesthe cooperation of the Bun-
after it happened. |combe County Sheriff's Depart-

Times Reporters Bill Mebane ment, got it back to the office.
was immediately sent to the The crash had knocked out
scene, along with P phers Phones in the area, so Mebane
June Glenn Jr. and Ewart Ball relayed his reports from sher-

| LI

| Executive Editor Richard B,
{Wynne, who assumed the job of
|coordinating the story, also as-
signed Cilizen reporters Laurens
{Irby and Lewis Green fo the
|story.

| Gertrude Ramsey of the Wom.-
en's Depariment was sent to
Memorial Mission Hospital to
report on injured victims who
might be brought in. None ever
icame.

Office personnel begen mak-
ing phone calls to the Asheville
Airport, to the State
{Patrol and lo others who might
be able to answer those wital
Iquestions: What kind of plane
was is? How many were aboard?
Were there survivors?

ili's depariment cars to the
m&:&n?’ 1:Jfﬂ::e in the Court-
, which in turn phoned
im to The Times.
r Chief Deputy Gray Burleson
{belped on the sending end. In
ithe office, Mrs. Barbara Hol-
{combe operated the radio and
talked with Mebane and Mrs.
Betty Sawyer took the
in shorthand. Mrs, Holcombe in
furn relayed the information to
reporter Jim Crawford who put
the story together, rewriting and
fitting in bits of information
coming in from other sources.
The Western Carolina Tribune
of Hendersonville, made avail-
able a picture of the crash made
{lust a few minutes after the
jetliner and the small plane with
which it collided went down,

|

|

Thursday morning Citizen and
Thursday’s Times, but the Tri-
bune's picture arrived earlier
and in time for Wednesday's
Times

By 2:50 p.m., a litlle later
than normal, the presses were
rupning on a rarily in modern

publishing, an “Ex-|

subscribers who normally gel|
the “Home" edition, as well
as being sold al special points
in Asheville and adjacent cities
such as Hendersonville, Brevard
and Black Mountain, The press
run was increased by approxi-
mately 6,000 to fake care of
the demands for news of the
crash, ]

Missing from the edilion was
\a picture of John T. McNaugh-
‘ton, who was to have become
Secretary of the Navy on Aug.
1, and his family having break-
fast at Biltmore Forest Coun-
try Club.

Glenn had made the picture
and reporter Bruce Gourlay had
interviewed the McNaughtons
Wednesday morning prior to his
scheduled departure for Wash-
ington,

It had been planned as a
picture and story of a well-
known ity visiting Ashe-
ville. When the plane went down
it was feared that the McNaugh-
tons were on it, ruling out
routine presentation of the story
and photo. Confirmation that they
were -among the viclims came
too late to include the picture
along with the crash coverage.

The picture appeared in The
Citizen Thursday morning. It|

terview, also in Thursday's Citi-
zen, got nationwide distribution
via the AP, Several crash pic-
tues by Citizen-Times photo-
graphers also were sent out over
AP wires.

With The Times' “Extra” out

of the way, Execulive Editor|

Wynne set the wheels in mo-

tra,” which was delivered totion for covering the story for

Thursday's Citizen and getting
the many details that time had
not permitted to be learned for
the afternoon paper.

Especially nagging was the
question of how many Asheville
area people were on the plane.
Early reports said 52 boarded
here. Tragic as the slory was,
it would have been even more
50 to Asheville if the victims
were relatives, friends and ac-
quaintances of those who live
here.

But Piedmont Airlines held
up release of the passenger list,
citing company policy and fed-
eral regulations.

Calls poured into the news-
room, as they did to many other
agencies in the area, from those
in distant cities with relatives
flying in this area., and from
newspapers, wire gervices and
radio stations seeking details.

An effort was made to answer
all questions, but at mid-after-
noon, there wasn't much to tell.

In planning for The Citizen,
Wynne conferred briefly with
Managing Editor Nat Osborne
and Wire Editor Bob Satter-
white, who had major respon-
sibility for putting together the
news report for the big
page issue.

1t took a while for the impact Photographers Glenn and Ball 'was also transmitted to The Reporter Irby was assigned

/of the story to sink in. News- were on the scene within a|Associaled Press and got wide-
‘men don't like stories of trag-|short time after the crash and spread use in newspapers and on
\edy any more. than the rescue shot a magnificent collection of television 1
workers, law enforcement of- pictures which were used in-the 'try. Gourlay's story of his in-'porting articles. The Times'|

t the coun-|

to the main story, and report-
ers Mebane and Green were {old
to stay on the scene lo do sup-
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Jim Crawford was sent to the
airport to try to get the pass-
enger list. He remained there
until early evening, when the
list was released in Winston-
Salem, Piedmont's headquart-
ers

Reeves and staff members Lar-|
ry Freeman and Jim Lorick
also went to the crash site and
called in reports. |

Later Reeves made reports
to the Columbia Broadeasling |
System which were used on the

Photographers Glenn and Ball
brought in their pictures and

network’s regular newscasts.
! | Station manager John Hicks|
Bert Shipman was sent oul 10/gaid the station also fed about
get follow-up photos. |40 reports to individual radio|
In the office, Associate Editor| stations around the country, in-|
Luther Thigpen and reporter| cluding one in Springfield, Mo.,|
|Gourlay were assignea to work|where the small craft's flight|
| with Crawford in assembling the| had originated. i
|list of victims and tracking| WWNC broadcast the com-
|down any local connections. iptele casualty list as released

i Telephone calls from friends by Piedmont at 8:3) p.m. and|
{of the victims helped in estab-| again at 9:30 p.m. i
lishing local ties, so that even, Radio coverage conlinued |

before the passenger list was | through Bill Hancock's Night-|
officially released, the news-|watch show and through the
room knew who most of the|evening until the station went|

Western North Carolina victims
Were.

4 rumor persisted throughout
the afternoon that the dead in-
cluged many children who were
leaving from summer camps,
in the area.

Finally, the name Blue Star
Camps came up in connection
with the rumor, and a telephone
call to coowner and director
Herman Popkin determined that
all the children were safe, Many
had flown in during the day,
three from Atlanta on Flight
2, and parents of those en
route were frantic until the
camp contacted them and ad-
vised them all was well.

The Citizen - Times radio sta-
|tion, WWNC, had a report on
{he air from staffer Steve Mor-
ris, who lives in Hendersonville,
within about 20 minutes of the
crash.

News

Direclor ~ Maleolm

'off the air for the night.

As is usual in major story
involving tragedy, reporters
found plenty of people willing
to tell what they had seen.

But, according to reporter
Larry Irby, “Everybody just
knew what was happening 10
feet from where he was stand-
ing and nobody had the whole
picture.”

It was not until he returned
to the office and began tele-
phoning various officials, and
reporls came in from other re
porters, that the story started
taking shape.

The Citizen devoted nearly 35
columns of space, including the
entire front page, to piclures
and slories.

The Times devoted over 20
{columns Thursday to wrapping
'up the story, This included black
\and white photographs and a
| four-color picture on page one.




Air Board
Studying
Wreckage

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Staff Writer

HENDERSONVILLE — An
assortment of trucks and a
crane will begin moving wreck-
age of Wednesday's collision of
a Piedmont Airlines jet and a
private passenger plane Satur-
day. with an assist from area
Boy Scouts.

The debris will be piled on a
vacant lot near Interstate 26 at
Hendersonville, according to
Edward E. Slatteiv Jr., infor-
mation officer for the National
Transportation Safetv Board,
which is investigating the crash.

Slattery told a new conference
that a three - dimensional re-
construction will be made of
the jetliner's forward fuselage.

The purpose. Slattery said.
will be to determire the angle
of collision of the two aircraft,
in which 82 persons died.

Information from the model
will assist an investigation into
the causes of the collision,
which entered its second day
Friday.

Slattery said a 63-member
team of experts looking into
the collision will be on the
scene here for another 10 days.

Forty of the 82 victims have
been positively ideutified by an
FBI disaster team in conjunc-
tion with next of kin. Slattery
said he anticipates identifica-
tion of the remaining bodies will
be completed hy Monday.

The bodies of Navy Secretary-
designate John T. McNaughton,
his wife and son who perished
aboard the airliner have not
yet been singled out.

Officials of the NTSB, head-
quartered at the Holiday Inn on

—Turn To Page Five

July 22, 1967 Citizen, Page 1
42



Wreckage To Be Rebuilt

—Continuved From Page One |

1-25, directly scross from the
crash scene, Irfferviewed air
traffic controllers from Ashe-
ville Airport nearly all day Fri-|
day The witnesses included’
three sair traffic controllers who
were on duty at the time of the
collision about ncon Wednesday.

Asked about their testimony,
Slattery said he could not dis-
close details, but that informa-
given by the men coincided with
recorded tapes made at the air-
port tower of radio traansmis-
sions between the tower, the
Piedmont airliner, the pri*vatrfi
plane, which was a Sessna 310
twin-engine craf*,

Slattery complained that
“souvenior hunters” werewalk-

off with waluable
wreckage. J

“Our men have gone in and
identified a part and tagged it;
and come back an hour later
and found it had been re-
moved,” Slattery said, “weTe
anxious to stop this because a
number of these parts might be
helpful to us in ascertaiting the
angle of collision.”

Members of Company B, of
the Ist Battalion, 120th Infantry.
N. C. National Guard at Her:
dersonville, were standing
watch over the crash sile and
also at the nearby Naticnal
Guard Armory, which is. serv-
ing off with valuable pieces of
ing as a morgue for the vic-
tims.

An around-the-clos: watch was
being maintained by the guards-
men at both sites — twelve

crash scene and 20 guardsmen
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handling traffic and assisting
at the Armory.

Deputy Henderson County
Coroner Charles Jackson pres=-
ed into service two refrigerated
trucks to keep the bodies at

ithe temporary morgue.
| “We’ve been working day and

night since this strated,” eaid
Jackson, ‘‘and- we're going to

| work straight-on through until

all the bodies are :dentified.”

At the press conference, Slat-
tery was asked whether the
NTSB officials are considering
the recommendation of a radar
control system-at Asheville Air-
port. The facility does not have

 radar at present.

Slattery replied that the in-

pieces of keeping out the curious at the |, -L8alors Will have to de-

‘termyine first why the collision
(occurred before it can make
‘any recommendation on safety

| measures.

“It's premature for us to com-
ment on a recommendation at
time,” Slattery declared.

The wreckage-moving chore
‘Saturday will be carried out
by a local concern (not other-
wise identified) which will
supply flatbed trucks and a
crane which has been moved
into the wooded tract where the
two planes plummeted to earth.

No definite date for a public
hearing has yet been fixed into
the . collison but Slattery re-
iterated his belief that the hear-
.ng will take place in about
eight weeks at Asheville.




Memorial Set
For Trio Of
Air Victims

Memorial services for Mrs
Cynthia Farr Williamson, 34
John Alden Williamson III, 11,
and Lee Farr Williamson, 9,
wife and sons of John Alden
Williamson Jr. of Los Altos,
Calif. will be held Saturday at
4 p. m. in Second Presbyterian
Church in Roanoke, Va.

Mrs. Williamson and her sons
died in the Wednesday crash
¢f Piedmont Airlines Flight 22
near Hendersonville.

Mrs. Williamson's survivors
include her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. John Farr of Roanoke,
Va.; the husband, John A. Wil-
liamson of Los Altos, Calif.; a
brother, John A. Farr Jr. of
Anderson, Ind.; a sister, Mrs.
Charles S. Luck of Richmond,
Va.; and a daughter, Julia of
the home.

The boys are survived by
their father; a sister, Julia of
the home; and the paternal
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
John A. Williamson Sr. of Ashe-
ville.

The family has requested that
contributions be made to the
Hill School, Pottstown, Pa. in
lieu of flowers.

Morris-Hendon Funeral Home
is in charge of Asheville ar-
rangements. The bodies are be-
ng sent to J. M. Oakey FKu-
neral Home in Roanoke for serv-
1GGS;
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David C. Salley

David C. Salley, 39, of 28
Oakwilde Dr., Oak Forest, died
Wednesday in the crash of Pied-
mont Airlices Flight 22 near
Hendersonville.

A native of Saluda, he was a
1947 graduate of Clemson Uni-
versity where he earned a
bachelor of science degree in
mechanical engineering.

He had been employed by
American Enka as manager of
utilities and services in the
firm's central engineering de-

nt.

Survivors are the widow, Mrs.
June Salley; a son, David, and
a daughter, Elizabeth, all of
the home.

Services will be held at 4
p.m. Sunday in- Groce Funeral
Home Chapel.

The Rev. Allen Gardner and
the Rev. Leroy Secrest will of-
ficiate and burial will be in
Calvary Churchyard in Fletcher.

Pallbearers will be C. F.
Nichols, T. E. Patton, J. O.
Bush, R. W. Kirby, 0. H.
Bet:kett Algren J. Watts, Rob-
ert T. Westall and Grady Jones.

““Honorary pallbearers will be
officials of American Enka
Corp. and employes of central
engineering department.

The familv will receive friends
at the funeral home Saturday
from 7 to 9 p.m.
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Youth Fare Card
Proves Lifesaver

FREDERICK, Md. (AP) — Toy paged. She answered and spoke
most persons an airline youth|to her father on the phone.
fare card is a money-saving de-| ‘I didn't know what was
vice, but to Margaret R. Kclly."wrong,” she said. “I was wor-
15, of Louisville, Ky, it's a life 'ried because I hadn’t canceled
saver, 'my ticket, I felt sort of funny

Margaret's father, Dr. Page|when dad said the plane I
Kelley, had bought her a ticket|should have been on crashed.
on Piedmont Airlines’ Flight 22| The Kelleys returned to Fred-
Wednesday so she could join the erick for a double celebration.
rest of the family for the Mary-| It was also Dr. Kelley's birth-
land Baplist Assembly at Hood | day.

College in Frederick.

The plane was involved in a
collision with a single engine
plane over Hendersonville, N.C,
en route to Washington from
Asheville, N.C. There were no
survivors,

But Margaret was already in
Washington when the crash oc-
curred. She had decided to pass
her reservation on Flight 22 and,
instead, use her youth fare card
on a United Air Lines flight to!
Washington.

She got the seat on United at
the last minute and, as a result,
did not cancel her reservation
on Piedmont.

As her father drove to Wash-
ington to meet Margaret, news
of the crash came over the car|
radio.

“T was so shaken al first, 1
sort of just wandered,” he said.
“I gol so lost that I didn't even
get to the airport until about
4:30. T knew there could be no
mistake.”

Kelley went to the Piedmont
desk at the terminal and was
told that his daughter’s reserva-
tion had not been cancelled and '
'she was apparently lost on the
flight. I
| However, Piedmont authori-|,
‘ties made several checks with:
other airlines. Meanwhile, Kel-|
ley and another daughter, Judy,
11, waited. I

Finally the phone rang. A re- |
ceptionist answered, then
dropped the receiver. i

“Dr. Kelley, your daughter :
was not on the plane,” said a'|
receptionist. **She wasr't on our |
plane.” j

Airline officials had Margaret '
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Private Planc
Croup Raps
FAA Report

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Aircraft Owners and Pilots As-
sociation (AOPA) Jodged pro-
tests with federal government
officials Friday over reported
statements of Federal Aviation
Administration  personnel re-
garding  Wednesday's collision
between a Piedmont Airlines jet
and a small private plane.

AOPA President J. B. Har-
tranft Jr., said in telegrams to
the AA deputy administrator,
David D. Thomas, and to Joseph
J. O'Connell Jr., chairman of
the  National Transportation
Safety Board:

“We protest strongly the false
and misleading statements at-
tributed to Asheville tower chief
Harold Roberts and an unnamed
FFAA spokesman in connection
with the Hendersonville (N.C.)
collision as reported in Washing-
ton’s Evening Star newspaper of
Julv 20.

“Such statements are unfair
and damaging to general avia-
tion, and create unwarranted
prejudice in the eves of the puha
lic and the Congress prior to re-
lease of official statements by
the National Transportation
Safety Board.”
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Sightseers Hampering
Jetliner Crash Probe

HENDERSONVILLE — The

fedious phase of the investiga-

ton of Wednesday's plane colli-

sion continued Saturday as parts |

and fragments fo the Piedmonl

jet were removed from the
‘crash scene.
The picces are being taken

to a fenced-in ficld rented by
t he National Transportation
Safety Board so that they can
be fitted together in an effor
to find the point and angle ol
collision,

Around 200 Boy Scouls helped
in the hunt for parts hy search-
ing the area around the crash
small pieces of the
planes not already recovered.

A construction erane was used
Saturday  morning  to lift  the
larger picces of the wreckage
onto trucks to be hauled to the
field, near Interstate Highway
26, where reassembly will take
place,

seene for

~Investigators  will - be  con-
cerned mainly  with the nose
section when carrying out the

reassembly and a  framework

duplicating

wo
nesses saw the two planes crash |

the Boeing 727's
dimensions will be used.

The roundup of parts should |
be finished by Monday, accord- |
ing to Edward E. Slattery Jr.,
public information officer [for

{ he National Transportation
Safety Board.
The actual reassembly will

start about Tuesday and work
on building the mockup will
continue through the week.

Thomas R. Saunders ol the

Bureau of Air Salety, who is in|

charge of the investigation, said
newsmen would be allowed to
see and photograph the plane
when reassembly work is fin-
ished.

All major components of the
(wo planes
located; but many small pieces
of the twisted wreckage are
known to have bheen carried
away by souvenir hunters be-
fore the crash arca was ciosed
olf,

Saunders asked again Satur-
day that al lsuch souveniors he
returned (o the Holiday Inn in
Hendersonville,

Curious sightseers  Saturday
continued to hamper officials as
thev tried to end up the un-
pleasant clean-up job.

The coilision occurred about |
10 miles southeast of the Ashe-
ville Airport after the Piedmonl
plane had been in flight around
minntes. Hundreds of wil-
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have already beon

to the ground shortly after noon
'Wednesday.

Slattery said Iriday that a
public hearing on the crash,
which Killed 82 persons, would
pmhdh]v be held in about eight
weeks in Asheville. He predict-

led that it would last two ov
(three days.
Saunders added weight  to

Slattery’s beliel by saying the
‘accident “meets all the preres
quisites for a public hearing.”

Two more bodies were recov-
lered from the wreckage Satur-
day morning.

As of late Saturday alternoon,
68 bodies had been identified at

'the temporary morgue sct up in

the National Guard Armory
ncar Hendersonville,
James Jackson, coroner in

charge ol the morgue, said that
fthe body of Navy Sccretary
designate John T. McNaughton
had not yel been identified.
Identity of MeNaughton's wife
and young son has been eslab-
lished, said Jackson.
' The recording of in-flight
lvm(vs in the doomed plane's
abin has been sent to Wash-
ington, D, C., for analysis along
‘with the flight recorder that
registered such information as
speed, direction and altitude,
Transcriptions of the informa-
fion gotten from the two re-
corders will be made public al
the Asheville “hearing,



Adults Disgusting

As an Asheville teen-ager,
I am disgusted at the behavior
of the adults of this city who
are supposedly setting an ex-
ample for the youth of this area,

I think it deplorable to see
the adults of this city getling
their kicks out of going to an
airplane crash after being
asked by the local authorities
to stay away.

They caused such ftraffic con-
gestion that the emergency units
could not get near the emer-
gency scene, even though the
sirens and lights were on.

Now, to bring up something
of the past—these so-called **ma-
ture” adults had an opportunity
to do something helpful for the
arca. Yet they turned down the
chance to help themselves and
the youth of this town to get
belter schools and living condi-
tions.

After seeing their behavior at
the crash scene, T wonder what
sort of future this town holds
for us.

Andrew Strauber
Asheville,
July 24, 1967 Citizen, Page 4
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From The New York Times:

Air Collisions Must Be Stopped

The tragedy over North Carolina
this week was the third time since
March that death has resulted from
the collision of a commercial airliner
and a small private plane.

These accidents have cost more
than 100 lives. They also serve as a
warning against that time in the near
future when aerial giants will be rou-
tinely carrying 500 or more passen-
gers on single flights-——while the na-
tion’s airways as well as its airport
runways are becoming increasingly
crowded.

So far as avoiding acrial collisions
goes, the problem is conceptually sim-
ple though technically very compli-
cated. Ideally every plane would be
equipped with a device that sensed the
danger of collision, signaled the pilot
and gave directions as to what need-
ed to he done immediately.

A decade from now, presumably
all commercial airliners will have

such equipment; but at what point
will the tens of thousands of private
planes have such expensive gear
aboard? Much simpler devices are
now available for signaling to ground
controllers the identity and altitude
of a plane in flight, But Government

installation of needed ground receiv-
ers threatens to lag, and there is lit-
tle reason to suppose that most own-
ers of private planes will spend the
money necessary for this equipment.
In short, the chance of banishing col-
lisions is disturbingly unpromising.

This is an intolerable situation. It
will have to be changed, and the
sooner it is the more lives will he
saved. The Government has the re-
sponsibility for quickly improving its
own ground radar and other means
of giving air traffic controllers a bet-
ter chance of preventing collisions in
the air and on runways. No less im-
portant, it needs to increase the pres-
sure on both the commercial airlines
and the owners of private planes, par-
ticularly the latter, to compel them
to adopt promptly the developing anti-

collision technology.

It can be predicted that many
owners of small private planes will
vigorously protest against changes
that will be required in present pro-
cedures, and particularly at the in-
evitable extra expense. Bul after the
terrible lessons of this year, there is
no question that the gencral public
interest must win out,
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| Air Crash
'Probe Pace
} Is Rapid

HENDERSONVILLE, N. C,
(AP)—An official of the Na-
tional  Transportation  Safely
| Board said Monday the investi-
|gation into the in-flight coliision
of a Piedmont jet and & privale
| aireraft Wednesday “is proceed-
ing ahead of schedule
| Tom Saunders, chief investi-
| gator for the board, said bodies
i of all 82 persons killed had been
identified,

The bodies of Secretary of the
{Navy Designale John T. Mc-
{Naughton, his wife, Sarah, and
their 1l-year-old son Ted, left
the Asheville airport for Wash-
fington Monday aboard a- Navy
| Convair.
| MeNaughton, his wife and son
lost their lives in the Wednes-
| day in-flight collision of a Pied-
'mont jel and a private aircraft.
Eighty-lwo persons were killed.

The McNaughtons will be bur-
ied at Arlington National Ceme-
\101'_\:

Another step in the investiga-
tion, (he reconstruction of the
forward fuselage section of the
Boeing 727, *'is ahout 90 per
cent completed,” said Saunders.

Saunders said investigators.
probably Wednesday or Thups-
day, will retrace the flight of
the Cessna 310 which crashed
into the airliner.

He said all witnesses would
Ihe placed where they had been
at the time of the crash as the
\investigators repeat exactly the
Linstruetions issued to the Cess-
(na pilot. Saunders said the in-
'structions had been found on a
| tower tape at the Asheville air-
|port, and could possibly be in-
'strumental in discovering the
| cause of the collision.
|

Only The Pieces Remain

Investigators al Wednesday's air crash sile at
Hendersonville have carefully retrieved and icas-
sembled the bits and pieces of the two airplanes
that collided, killing 82 persons, and are attempt-
ing to recreate the relative positions. In the fore-
ground are the remains of the Cessna 310, pointed
toward the mock-up of the Piedmont jetliner. No
official statements have been made on the conclu-
sions of the investigators, but it is believed that the

aircralt collided approximately at the angle shown
in the picture. Two factors have aided the investi-
gation: good weather, permitting outdoor work, and
the relative colors of the two airplanes. The Cessna
was bright rved, and the jetliner blue and silver,
which helped identify parts which might have been
in Ic-unlacl with each other. (Statf Photo by E. M.
Ball 1)
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No Replacement
For Jet Lost
In WNC Crash

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP)
—Piedmont Airlines will not ac-
quire another Boeing 727 jetlfu-
er to replace the cne which
crashed near Hendersonville last
week because none are avail-
able, a spokesman said Tues-
day.

C. G. Brown, vice president,
traffic and sales, said there are
no aircraft of that type avail-
able either for lease or for sale
in the country.

Piedmont was leasing two 0
the huge jets from the Boeing
Co. while it waited for delivery
of six new Boeing 737¢. a two-
engine version of the 727. De-
livery of the 737s is scheduled
for March 1968. The company
has six of the planes on order,
with an option to buy six more.
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Airport Use Survey To Determine

Whether Tratfic Requires Radar

By LAURENS IRBY |Eighty - two persons died in about the couniry, Roberts said| The FAA has been investigati-

Citizens Staff Writer \lhfe‘ resulting crash, there have been no near mis-|gating a near miss near Char-

&b e il Bl 4 | The Asheville Airport control{ses reported to the FAA at!lotte between a small plane and

survey will begin soon to {ower has no radar. Asheville Airport since the fa- an Eastern Air Lines Electra
determine  whether there is, Harold Roberts of the Fed-|cility opened in January, I%l.lprop-jet.

sufficient air traffic within 25;?;'?1‘}\;’“’:3“0“ it ?dTit'ﬁSl'::tioni
‘ shal "AA), tower chief at the Ashe-
{nnlqs o.f .A.‘:h(_\’lllc Airport to ville Airport, said Tuesday he‘
Jjustify installation of a radar will begin a survey within al
system. month to determine air traflic
The airport was the scene levels within a 25 mile radius
of North Carolinas's worst air of the airport,
disaster July 19 when a twin-  Tae survey will include not
engine Cessna 310 collided with only Asheville Airport Lraffic,
a Piedmont Airlines Boeing 727|R0b3rts said, but that a lout-
which had just  taken  off.|lying air fields in Brevard, Hen-
dersonville and  Emma  Air
Park.

If il can be established, said
Roberts, taat there are 100,000
“itinerant” flights and 20,000 in-
instrument flights a year at
Asheville Airport and within 25
miles of Lie airport, this would
entitie the Asheville air facility
lo a radar system under existing
I"AA criteria,

It‘nerant {lights were defined
by Roberts as those arriving
or departing at area air fa-
cilities for distant points. They
could include locally based
iplanes which regularly make
trips to distant points. In the
‘count would be commercial,
private and military flights.

Instrument flights are those
in which the pilots file an in-
strument flight plan and re-
ceive appropriate clearance.

Roberts said that if the fig-
ures of 100,000 itinerant flights
and 20.000 instrument flights can
be projected through findings
of his two-week study, he will
write an appropriate report and
submit it to the program plan-
ning department of the FAA's
regional office.

The report ultimately would be
discussed belween the agency's
recional and  Washington of-
fieee, sad Roberts, Then there
would fall the problem of <e-
curing funds to install a radar
svetem here

Noherts sqid a surveillanes ra-
dar system, according to 1963
price quotations. would cost
come  $880,000, Such a svstem
would cover a radius of 25 to
30 miles from Asheville Air-
port.
| Ac<ked about recent reports
‘of ‘“‘near miss" incidents be-
'tween private planes and com-
mercial airliners at airports
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Near-Miss Explained

Confusion Of Illusion

By LEWIS W. GREEN
Citizen Staff Writer

Several eyewitnesses on the
ground in Henderson County
Wednesday afternoon  would
have sworn they almost saw a
grim repreat of July 19's mid-
‘air colliion of a private plane
and a Piedmont jetliner which
took 82 lives.

However, after much check-
ing of flight records, personnel
at the Asheville Airport tower
explained it as a common illu-
‘sion of distance.

One witness, Peyre, Kennedy,
37, a Hendersonville insurance-
man, told The Citizen that he
was playing golf with Don
Howard, also of Hendersonville,
shortly after 4 p. m, Wednes-
day at the Hendersonville Coun-
try Club when they heard a
jet.

He said they looked up and
saw Piedmont’s flight 33, a 727
like the one in July’s crash, ap-
parently on a collision course
with a Cessna 310.

He said it appeared to him
that the big jet saw the small-
er plane and veered away just
in time to avoid a collision.

He said he called out “My
gosh, look how close those
planes are.”

Kennedy said from the angle
and distance, it was difficult
to tell how close the planes
were.

He said the planes were over
Crail Farm near the Broad
River aviation beacon.

He quoted Howard, (who was
out of town Friday) as saying
the big plane lifted like a fight-
er to avoid the smaller plane.

Jack Gwennap, station man-
ager here for Piedmont, said he
knew nothing of a near-miss
and all airline pilots are re-
quired to report such an occur-
rence immediately.

Several other Henderson
County people reported seeing
the planes on an apparent col-
lision course.

However, Harold Roberts, in

charge of the Asheville Airport
tower, dismissed the reports as
resulting from “a common illu-
sion.”

He said that Piedmont 33
came in at 7,000 feet then was
dropped to a holding pattern at
6,000,

According to his records,
which he checked for The
Citizen Friday, as the jet flew
its holding pattern at 6,000 the
smaller plane was below also
manuevering at 5,000 feet im-
mediately prior to landing,

He said it could appear cred-
ible from the ground that the
two planes were about to col
lide, or that the jet veered as
it shifted course.

However, the tower brought
the light plane in from its pat-
tern at 5,000 feet, and subse-
quently brought the jetliner in
as soon as the runway cleared,

According to Roberts, no
trouble was reported by either
plane and the jet landed within
two minutes after it reported
in to the tower,
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Air Crash Details In Final Sifting; Hearing Expected Next Month

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Staff Writer

A public hearing on the mid-
air collision between a com-
mercial jetliner and small pri-
vate plane near Asheville last

month appears likely to be held
in late September in Asheville,

This was the word Monday
from Edward E. Slatfery Jr. of
Washington, information chief
for the National Transportation
Safety Board which is probing
the crash that took 82 lives, No
specific hearing date has yet
been set.

After hearing testimony from
technical and other witnesses
at the hearing, said Slattery,
the NTSB will issue a formal
public report pinpointing what
it believed to be the cause of
the tradgey.

The NTSB has the authority
to recommend that Congress en-
act remedial legislation govern-
ing the airways — if such a
step is found necessary to pre-

vent future in-flight collisions
of the Asheville type.

Immediately after the July
19 crash here, some menibers
of Congress suggested that pri-
vate planes should be barred
from commercial airports. At
the time of the July collision —
the worst air disasier in North
Carolina history — a Piedmont
Airlines Boeing 727 jet with 79
persons aboard, including the
the newly designated Secretary
of the Navy, had jus. taken off
from Asheville Airpert bound
for Roanoke, Va. ard Washing-
ton, D. C.

It was in collision with a Cess-
na 310 twin-engine air:cat ar-
riving from Charlotle for a
landing  with three persons
aboard.

It has been pointed out that
the number of private planes
flying U. S. airways outnumber
commercial planes by  more
than 43 to one. The number of
operating private ccaft in the
U. S. has been set at 100,000
compared to 2,300 commercial
planes,

NTSB officials have kept
mum on their findings about
the collision thus far.

Asked about a report that the
Asheville mid-air collision oc-
curred at an altitude of 6,132
feet, Slattery replied that it
was his understanding the col-
lision occurred at about 4,100
feet above the ground. If the
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precise timing oi the events
leading up to the crash,

The jetliner's voice recorder
took down all conversation in
the plane’s cockpit including
the vital period between 11:59
a. m. July 19 when the jet-
liner took off and 12:01 p. m.
when the collision occurred. The
wreckage landed near the in-
tersection of Interstate 26 and
Highway 64 some two miles
northeast of Hendersonville.

The flight recorder took
down technical data about the
jetliner’s speed and other fac-
tors.

Slattery said the NTSB in-
vestigators have drawn up two
charts to aid them.

One, a surveyor’s map, pin-
points the location of each eye-
witness to the crash along with
the witness’s statement and
compass heading toward which
he was looking. Slattery said
there were more than 80 such
witnesses.

The second chart deals with
the angle of collision of the
two aircraft as worked out from
a three dimensional reconstruc-
tion of wreckage of the two
planes. The reconstruction was
laid out in a vacant lot near the
scene of the crash and then pho-
tographed from all angles. The
photographs are mnow under
study in Washington,

Besides the laboratory work,
said Slattery, members of 10
teams who investigated differ-
ent facets of the collision are
now preparing their reports
which go into the record at the
public hearing.

Several news stories—notably
one in the New York Times —
have appeared in recent days
purporting to show how the
pilot of the smaller plane, David
Addison, 48, of Springfield, Mo.,
may have been ‘“‘confused” by
air traffic confrol instructions
prior to the collision.

Slattery said he had read
The Times’ account and termed
it purely ‘“‘speculative.”
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He said the only investigators
with the facts were officials of
NTSB and they're not supposed
to be talking in advance of the
public hearing.

However, a few facts can be
glean ed from a transcript of
radio communications belween
the planes involved and air
controllers on the ground which

was read into the record at a
hearing of the Commerce Com-
mittee of the U. S. House of
Representatives last month in
Washington,

In brief the radio convers-
ations show that the Asheville
Airport tower instructed the
pilot of the small plane at 11:56
a. m. July 19 that he was
cleared to proceed to a radio
beacon on the Biltmore Estale
on N. C. 191 seven miles north-
west of Asheville Airport. The
beacon is referred to as the
“Asheville radio beacon.”

The smaller plane was in-
structed to maintain altitude of
7,000 feet and was to radio the
tower when he reached the
vicinity of the beacon.

The Asheville tower, accord-
ing to the transcript, had given
these instructions as an immedi-
ate correction {o an carlier in-
struction for the small plane to
proceed to a radio beacon seven
miles south of the airport.

At 11:58 a. m. the Cessna
pilot radioed that it had passed
a radio navigation checkpoint
east of the airport on Sugar
Loaf Mountain.

The small plane’s pilot added,
“We're headed -- uh -- for --
uh -- Asheville now.”

The reference at this point
could have been to Asheville
Airport and not to the Asheville
radio beacon seven miles north-
west of the airport.

The air traffic controller in
the Asheville Airport tower did
rot have radar to warn him
the small plane was moving
toward the wrong beacon — the
one south of the airport toward
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which the Piedmont jetliner was
mnaking a turn after its take-off.

The Asheville tower, apparent-
ly assuming the small plane was
headed in the right direction,
told the Cessna pilot to descend
to 6,000 feet.

At this point, according to the
transcript read into the House
Committee hearing, an unidenti-
fied voice said, “What's -~ uh
-- have we got some kind of
convention up there today?”

Approach control replied, “It's
-- uh -- one extra Piedmont
flight. 1 think they've gotten
some kind of camp, some camp
children  (garbled) reserva-
tions."”

(This reference was to the
fact that Piedmont Airlines had
two aircraft in its Flight 22
from Atlanta to Asheville. One
was the ill-fated jet. The other
was a propellordriven plane
which carried 37 children en
roule to a summer camp near
Hendersonville. The children
disembarked from the planes be-
fore the jetliner took off again.

August 15, 1967 Citizen, Page 1
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Police Helped

One of the responsibilities of
the National Transportation
Safety Board 1s lo investigate
tre facts, conditions and circum-
stances surrounding civil air-
craft accidents.

Through the findings of our
investigations, we are able to
make recommendations for
the prevention of similar acci-
dents.

In the mid - air collision in-
volving Piedmont Boeing 727
and the Cessna 310 near Hen-
dersonville on July 19, the
prompt action of the Police De-
partments of Hendersonville and
surrounding  communities, in
conjunction with other local au-
thorities, was one of the princi-
pal reasons why the investiga-
tion proceeded as it did, in an
efficient and orderly manner.
This very commendable action
on the part of the police maae
our task much easier and helped
us to preserve the evidence that
1s so important in an investiga-
tion.

[ wish to extend my sincere
appreciation for a job well aone
to the Police Department of
Hendersonville and the sur-
rounding communities who par-
ticipated.

Joseph J. O'Connell Jr.
Chairman
Washington, D. C.

August 24, 1967 Citizen, Page 4
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Pre-Trial Hearing Set

U. S, District Judge Woodrow| The meeting was scheduled son and Buncombe counties on
W. Jones and Superior Court in an order signed by the tw3 behalf of the victims' estates.
Judge Harry C. Martin have judges and filed in the office Some of them ask more than a
called a Sept. 6 meeting of at- of U, S. District Court clerk, million dollars.
torneys handling damage suits Thomas E. Rhodes. .~ Named as defendants are

based on a 1967 air iragedy The order explains that most | Piedmont, the operator of the
near Hendersonville.. of the questions and issues of Private plane, Lanseair Corpo-

Purpose of the meeting is to fact are common to all of ‘he Yation of Missouri, and the
“attempt to agree on a single cases and orders at least one United States government,
procedure for collecting the nec*| Jawyer for eac: party to all o?
essary information to be used the casesto appear in the feder-
in all the cases.” "al courtroom in the Post Of-|

fice Building at 2 p.m. Sert. 6. |

Eighty-two persons died in|
the mid-air collision of a Pied- |
mont jet airliner and a private|
nlane on July 19 of last year,|
and numerous suits have been
filad in U.S. District Court and
the Superior Courts of Hender-

August 30, 1967 Citizen, Page 22
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While the following article provides NTSB transcripts of conversations during the twenty-three minutes immediately before the
crash, careful reading may be required to determine context and correct sequence.

Immediately following this article are two pages that provide “Explanation of Format and Content” of the next sixteen pages of
transcripts of the final eighteen minutes of conversations recorded on the jet’s cockpit voice recorder. They were reproduced by the U.S.
National Archives and Records Administration — NARA — https://www.archives.gov. The Cessna was not required to have, nor did it
have, a cockpit voice recorder.

The interested reader is encouraged to closely examine each set of transcripts. Explanations of conversations and terms are well-
presented to the non-aviation-minded in a book mentioned later in this document, but to help in understanding the following article, the
term “VOR” refers to a radio signal which helps locate runways. The reader may wish to lightly regard the questions raised here by the
reporter, the answers to which, if relevant, are in the final report, published in 1968, the link to which is provided later in this document.
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Staff Artist Buck Weaver’s map shows how mid-air collision occurred just off airport approach zone as jetliner departed in standard left turn.

Just Before Fatal Crash

3 Planes Were Converging On Asheville Airport

August 31, 1967 Citizen, Page 12
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By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen-Times Staff Writer
The Asheville Airport Tower

had agreed to accept responsi-
bility for guiding three inbound
aircraft — one a military plane
with a medical patient aboard —
just before a mid-air collision
July 19 that took 82 lives.

This is disclosed by transcripts
of radio conversations recorded
between a twin-engine Cessna
310, the private plane which
collided with a Piedmont Air-
lines Boeing 727 jetliner; the
Ashevillg Approach Control cen-
ter; and the Atlanta Air Route
Traffic Control Center.

The transcripts were read into
the record at a heairng in July
before the Commerce Commit-
tee of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Control of three aircraft was
being turned over to the Ashe-
ville Tower by the Atlanta Cen-
ter prior to t"e mid-air crash.
On the ground at the Ashevilie
Airport waiting for altitude clear
ance was a Boeing 727 jetliner
of Piedmont Airlines.

In addition to the Cessna 310,
inbound to Asheville from Char-
lotte, the Asheville Tower also
had to deal with a Piedmont
Airlines propeller flight arriv-
ing from Atlanta and constitu-
ting a second section of the
ill-fated jet flight 22, and a mil-
itary plana coming in from the
tri-cities area of Tennessee
(Johnson City,  Bristol and
Kingsport) carrying a medical
patient destined for a hospital
here.

The record shows Asheville

Tower instructed the pilot of

the small plane, David Addison,

43. of Springfield, Mo., to pro-
ceed to a radio beacon 6.2 miles
west-northwest of the airport
before making his landing ap-
proach.

However, when the small
plane collided about moon July
19 with Piedmont Jetliner Flignt

22 carrying 79 persons, the
smaller craft was south of the
airport.

The steps leading up to the
crash can be traced in the
verbatim transcript as  the

three inbound aircraft con-
verged and the jetliner finally
fook off for tragedy.

The Atlanta Air Route Traf-
fic Control Center, one of 21
cuch regional centers in tha
United States, had been keep-
ing radio contact  with the
three planes inbound to Ashe-
ville. The Atlanta Center also
had the Cessna 310 under radar
surveillance until it relinquished
control to Asheville. For this
purpose, Atlanta has a primary
radar station at Maiden, N.C.,
near Newton. Asheville Airport
has no radar.

Just what could have caused
the collision hetween the incom-
ing Cgssna 310 with three men
aboard and the outbound Pied-
mont Ilight 22 is not known.

The recorded radio conversa-
tions don't throw too much light
on the subject. There are sev-
eral possibilities.

For one thing. the Atlanta
Center radioed the Cessna at
11:51 a.m. that its radio trans-
missions ‘‘are hard to read.”
Did the smaller plane exper-
ience radio difficulty that inter-
fered with its pilot understand-
ng the vital landing instruc-
tions from Asheville Tower?

Why was the Cessna to the
South of the Asheville Airport
at the time of the collision in-
stead of headed toward a bea-
con 62 miles west - northwest
of the airport as it had been
told?
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Sources at the Asheville Air-
port say that the pilot of the
small plane should have had in
front of him what’s known as
an “RIF Chart” pinpointing lo-
cations of radio heacons around
Asheville Airport and 39 other
airports. The small plane was
flving an instrument flight plan.

Without the RI Chart, said a
local ofticial, the pilot would
not have been able 1o navigate.

Some conclusions about causes
of the collision may come when
the  National ~ Transportation
Safety Board holds a hearing
here in late September or early

Getober.

Here, as recorded in the tran-
script, are the final 23 minutes
of radio (and some telephone)
conversations that preceded the
July 19 crash, the worst in
North Carolina’s history:

11:37 a.m. and 25 seconds —
Charlotte Radio Approach Con-
trol: ‘“‘Cessna 3121 Sierra (the
light plane’s registration num-
ber) 11 miles west primary tar-
get out of 4,500 climbing to six.”
(This  constituted a radar
handoff of the small plane (o
the Atlanta Air Route Traffic
Control Center just after the
small plane took off from Char-
lIotte bound for Asheville.)

Atlanta Center: ‘‘Radar con-
tact.”

Cesnna 310: ‘‘Atlanta Center,
3121 Sierra at 6,000 now.”

Atlanta Center: “Twin Ciss-
na, Atlanta Center. Roger ra-
dar contact. Climb and main-
tain 8,000. Report reaching.”
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11:38 am. and 40 seconds—
Cessna 310: **Roger."”

11:41 a.m. and 30 seconds —
Cessna 310: ‘‘Atlanta Center.
3121 Sierra is at 8,000 now.”

Atlanta Center: ‘““Cessna 31
Sierra level eight, is that right?”

Cessna 310: “I beg your par-
don?,’

Atlanta Center: ‘‘Cessna 21
Sierra (abbreviated form  of
small plane’s number.) Are you
level eight now?”

Cessna 310: “Affirmative. Lev
el at 8,000.”

11:41 a.m. and 50 seconds —
Atlanta Center: “Roger.”

Atlanta Center: ‘‘November
3121 Sierra. Contact Atlanta
Center 125.5 (a radio frequency
given in megacycles.)”

Cessna 310: “‘Roger 125.5.”

11:47 am. and 55 seconds —
Cessna 310: ‘“‘Atlanta Center
3121 Sierra at 8,000 feet.”

Atlanta Center: *Other air-
craft calling center. Say again,
please.”

Cessna 310: *3121 Sierra is at
8,000",

Atlanta Center: “November
3121 Sierra. Roger, Asheville
altimeter is 3021, correction on
that; the altimeter is 3127 at
Asheville,”  (This supplied a
reading to be cranked into the
plane’s altimeter.)

Atlanta Center: ‘November
1321 Sierra. Traffic 12 o’clock,
four miles westbound slow.”
(This was a warning to the
small plane of anothqr aircraft
in its vicinity.)
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Cessna 310:
tact.”

Atlanta Center: “Cessna one,
correction, 3121 Sierra. Is that
vour correct indentification —
31217

No response.

Atlanta Center: “Cessna 3121
Sierra Atlanta.”

Cessna 310: “3121 Sierra.”

Atlanta Center: ‘“Cessna 21 Si-
erra is cleared to the Asheville
VOR. Descend and maintain 7,-
0606. Expect ILS (instrument
landing system) approach at
Asheville.” (The Asheville VOR
is a radio beacon on Sugar Loaf
Mountain about 15 miles east of
Hendersonville. It is a check
point used in making instrument
approach to Asheville Airport.)

11:51 a.m. and 45 seconds —
Cesnna 310: “Leaving eight at
this time.”

Atlanta Center: “Cessna 21
Sierra, Your transmissions are
hard to read. Say you are leav-
ing 8.000 now?"”

11:52 a.m. and 20 seconds —
Cessna 310: I left 8,00 for
seven.” (This indicatas the
small plane had descended from
8,000 feet altitude to 7,000 feet.)

Atlanta Cenger: “Roger.”

Atlanta Center: “The traffic
for 21 Sierra is now at your
12 o'clock position about three
miles north westbound. (This
report was a continuation of
keeping the small plane inform-
ed of other nearby traffic.)

11:52 a.m, and 30 seconds —
Cesnna 310: “Negativq contact.
We're in the clouds.” (The pi-
lot of the small plane says he
doesn't see any other planes.)

Cessna 310: **Atlanta center.
21 Sierra is this transmitter any
better?”

Atlanta Center “21 Sierra. 1t's
a little bit better , Radar serv-
ice terminated. Now Contact

““Negative con-



Asheville approach 125.3.” (This
last was in instruction for the
small plane to radio Asheville
Approach Control on radio fre-
quency 125.3 megacycles.)

11:53 am. and 5 seconds —
Asheville Tower (to Atlanta):
“Asheville. Request clearancq
Piedmont 22.” (In this request,
the Asheville tower sought al-
titude clearance for the Pied-
mont Boeing 727 jetliner which
was waiting on the ground at
Asheville Airport, later took off
and was involved in a collision
with the smaller craft.)

Atlanta Center:  “All right.
Call you back.”

Asheville Tower: “OK. And
do you know wherg the Cessna
21 Sugar is right now? Disre-
gard. He's coming.”

Atlanta Center:
him.”

11:53 and 15 seconds — Ashe-
ville Tower: *Yeah.”

The transcript now switches
back in time 15 minutes to con-
versations between the Atlanta
Center and Asheville Approach
Control about air traffic coa-
verging on the Asheville facili-
ty.

. 11:38 a.m. and 15 seconds —
|Asheville Tower: ‘“‘Go ahead
with your inbound.”

Atlanta Center: “OK. First
one is Novembear 3121 Sierra
Cessna 310 had estimated it
timates 1554  descending to
7.000. Charlotte direct Ashe-
ville. Cleared to Asheville VOR.
Be your control crossing the
Spartanburg 357 radial. (This
transmission  indicated  the
Cessna 310 had estimated iet
would arrive at the Sugar Loaf
Mountain beacon at 1554 Green-
wich Mean Time or 11:54 local
time, and would descend to 7,000
feet altitude. Atlanta informed
thq Asheville Tower it should
take control of the small plane
when it crossed a particular
radial — number 357 — of the
Sugar Loaf beacon. The bea-
cons’ signal is divided into
360 imaginary radiating lines,
each representing one degree,

Atlanta Center: (continuing)
“Next one, Piedmont 1022 Mar-
tin 404-A Broad River estimate
1603. Descending to 7,000. At-
lanta direct Asheville, Cleared to
Broad River your control. Cross-
ing Victor 54 (an airway about
39 miles south of the Sugar Loaf
Mountain beacon). (This trans-
mission says a propeller driven
plane, which was a second sec-

“You got

tion of the ill-fatad Piedmont
flight, was bound in to Ashe-
ville at 7,000 feet of altitude
and had been cleared to pro-
ceed to a radio beacon, Broad
River, some 11.2 miles south of
the airport. Arrival time at the
beacon was estimated at 1603
Greenwich time or 12:03 p.m.

local time.) ‘
Atlanta Center: “And I've got
one more."”
Asheville Towg™: “Go ahead.”
Atlanta Center: "Air kvae 2379

C-131B. Asheville VOR estimate
1617. Be descending to 7,000 from
over Holston Mountain (Tenn.)
Victor 35 (an airway extending
between the Asheville area and
the Tri - Cities in Tennessee)
Asheville. Cleared to Ashaville
VOR. Your control Mitchell.”
(This transmission indicates a
military plane with a hospital
patient aboard is headed for
Asheville at 7.000 feet altitude
and has been cleared to pro-
ceed to the radio beacon on
Sugar Loar Mountain. The plane
estimated its arrival time at
the beacon as 1617 Greenwich
time, or 12:17 p.m. local. Ashe-
ville towegr was to assume con-
trol when the craft passed
Mount Mitchell.)

11:53 a.m. and 55 seconds —
Atlanta Center: ‘‘Clear Pied-
mont 22-A (the ill - fated jet
flight) to Roanoke Airport via
direct Valdese (a town between
Morganton and Hickory), J-33
flight plan route. Maintain two
one zero (dz<ignaion for 21,000
foot altitude.) (This clearance
paved the way for the jet's
take - off here.)

11:58 a.m. and 30 sqronds —
Asheville  Toaer:

1022 (the second section of the :

Piedmont flight is out of seven
and put 21 Suzar.
out of seven and Piedmont 22
be off at 39." (This indicated !
that the proveiller Piedmont
flight and t' e (2ssta J10 had |

left the 7.000 altitude and that i

the jet fiight 22 would take oif
at 11:59 a.m.

L
Shortly after noon — Atlanta |

Center: ‘‘Piedmont 22. Can you

switch him to me yet?”
Asheville Tower: “Afraid 1

can't right now. He is unreport-

ed and this 310 that was in-~

bound was cleared over to Asha-
ville beacon (6.2 miles west -
northwest of the airport on ine
Biltmore Estate) and he's also
unreported and we have a pub-
lic report of a crash down

“Piedmont -

3121 Sugar !

‘arotnd Hendersoaville.™

T e transcript switches to a .
recording made by the Ashe-
(vilie Tower as follows, jumpug !
‘back in time 10 minutes:

11:50 a.m. and 25 secouds —
Piedmont 1022 (propeller flight);
“Asneville Approach. Piedmont
1022,

Asheville Tower:  “Pledmont
1022, Asheville Approaza.”

Piedmont 1022: “We are at
25 west at 7,000."

Asineville Tower:
DME from
mean?”

(This transmission refers to
the plane's distance from a ra-
~dio beacon.) ;

Piedmont 1022: *‘Yeah, we're
southwest. We're level at sev-!
en. *

Asheville Tower: **1022 Roger.!
Ma'ntain seven. Wind light and
varible altimeter is  3026.55
(Here tie tower suplies an al-

“You are 35
Asheville,  you

tmeter  sctting  for the prop
fligni.
1I:51 am. and 3 seconds —

Piedmont 1022: *'3026 Roger.”
11:53 a. m. and 8 seconds —
Asheville Tower (to Atlanta): |
HZquuest clearance Piedmont
Atlanta Center: “All right. Ill‘
call you back.”
Asheville Tower: “OK. And
'do you know where this Cessna
21 Sugar is right now —?” |
11:53 a.m. and 8 seconds —
Cessna 310: *“‘Asheville ap-
proach. Cessna 3121 Sierra is out
(of seven — at seven." (The
small plane was reporting its
altitude.)
Asheville Tower (to Atlanta:|
“Disregard. He's coming.”

Atlanta Center: “You have
. got him?"

Asheville Tower: *“Yes."

Atlanta Center: “OK.”

11:53 a.m. and 11 seconds —
Asheville Tower: *3121 Sugar,
Roger.  What radial are you
lpa~~nw now off of Spartan

burg?”

: T 33 a.m. and 21 seconds —

Cessna 310: “Stand by one —."

11:54 a.m. and 42 seconds —

Cessna 310: “We're on 340.”
(The light craft was giving a
( radial number of the Sugar Loaf
_ Mountain beacon.
Atlanta Center: “Clear Pied-
. mont Flight 22-A to Roanoke
‘Airport, via direct Valdese, J-
53 flight plan route, maintain
two one zero.”

11:54 a.m. — Asheville Tower
‘AOK'YD
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11:54 a.m. and 29 seconds—
Asheville Tower: “Piedmont
1022 descend to 6,000, Cleared
for an ILS approach., Plan to
circle runway 16.”

Atlanta Center: ‘‘Referenca
Air Evac 25799 again. . .Revise
the estimate. The radio beacon
estimate to 1611."" (This moved
ancad the estimate for arrival
time of t-e military plane at
the Suzar Loaf Mountain bea-
cen to 12:11 pomu).

Asheville Tower (to Pigdmont
1022): “Report Broad River in-
bound to the tower 121.1." (In
this transmission the tower told
the prop Piedmont flight to radio
it on frequency 121.1 megacy-
cles when it reached the Broad
River Radio Beacon 11.2 miles
south of the airport.)

Airport  Fire  Department
(whose phone line conversa-
tions ty the Asheville Tower
are also recorded) Have you
got an inbound on air evac?”

Ashaville Tower: *“Yeah, it
should be here about 15 after.”

Fire Department: “Does he
want me to stand by for any-
thing?"" (Military procedure re-
quires a fire truck to follow
planes carrying medical pa-
tients as they taxi in in case
an accident occurs and the pa-
tients must be helped out.)

Asheville Tower: *“I imagine
he will want the fire truck,
Bill.”

Fire Department: “Uh, radio
is in the office. I'll go on up to
the fire house.”

Ashevilla Tower: “OK. We'll
land him on (runway) 16.”

Fire Department: “OK."

11:56 a.m. and 27 sqconds —
Asheville Tower: *3121 Sugar,
cleared over the VOR to Broad
River (the radio beacon 11.2
miles south of the airport). Cor-
rection, make that the Asheville
radio beacon —over to the VOR
to the Asheville radio beacon
(6.2 miles west northwest of the
airport on Biltmore Estate).
Maintain 7,000. Report passing
the VOR.”

11:56 a.m. and 41 seconds —
Cessna 310: *“21 Sierra.” (A
short form of acknowledgement
using the last part of the plane’s
registration numbagr.)

11:58 a.m. and 20 seconds —
Cessna 310: "'21 Sierra just pas-
sed over the VOR (radio bea-
con on Sugar Leoaf Mountain).
We're headed for that — uh —
for — uh — Asheville now.”

Asheville Tower: “21 Sugar

by the VOR. Descend and main-
tain 6,000."

11:58 a. m. and 41 seconds —
Cessna 310: “We're leaving sev-
en (thousand feet of altitude).”

The transcript notes that there
is an unidentified transmission
at this point,

Unidentified: “What's —uh —
have they got some kind of
convention up therq today”?"”

Asheville Tower: **No, not that
I know of.”

Unidentified: “That’s the bus-
iest I've seen that airport in a
long time.”

Asheville Tower: “It's — uh —
one extra Piedmont flight. 1
think they've got some kind of
camp, some camp children
(garbled) reservations.”

Noon and 2 seconds — Ashe-
ville Tower: *‘Cessna 3121 Sugar,
cleared for an ADF 2 (automatic
direction finder) approach to
Runway 16. Report the Asheville
radio beacon (6.2 miles west-
northwest of the airport) inbound
(This transmission directed the
small plane's pilot get out his
ADF-2 approach plate, a chart
that lists such data as the Ashe-
ville tower radio frequency, min-
imum altitude, terrain altitude,
o).

There followed an exchange
between the Piedmont Airlines
station agent and the Asheville
Toweg~ about the flight num-
ber designation of the propeller
Piedmont flight which the tower
said was ‘“touching down now."”

By this time the mid-air col-
lision had already occurred.



Portions of the following transcript may be offensive.

COMPLETE TRANGCRIPT OF THE LAST 18 MINUTSS
OF THE COTHRIT VOJCE RECORDER TAPE RECORDING
ABOAED PIEDNONT BOEING 727 AIRCRAFT N§S650

ON JULY L9 Yoy e RS

-

Explanaticn of Contents ané Format

Pime

Identification
of the Saource

PI 22

PI 1022

55K
TN
832

The firgt Lline in the column on the left side

.0of this transcript presents the time each

-

adjacent coanversation and noise began.

To 1551:35 times are in hours and minutes
indicated by a four digit number. &All
conversations following a four digit number
occurred during that minute. Thereafte:, Lime
is expressad in 6 digits Lo describe ths

hour, minute and second. For example,
160i:18, the time of the last sounds recorded
on the tape recording, is 16 hours and 1
minute and 12 seconds past midnight Greeawich
Mean Time., This is the same as 1 minute and
18 szconds past 12 noon Eastern Daylight
Savings Time, local time in Asheville, ¥Wocth
Careolina on July 19, 1967. All times,
commencing with and following 15351:3%,

except those followed by an asterisk, are

the same as those appearing on Exhibit 118
(Tab 12} - U.S.a. for identification. 2ll
such times followed by an asterisk ware s
determined by use of & stop~wetch to find the
mrbar of seconds between said times and those
times appearing con said Exhibit 119.

The second line of the cclumn on the leit
side identifies the aircraft or position at
a ground facility from which 2 person spoke
the adjacent words or “from which the
adjacent noises oviginated. A1l such
identifications, except those preceded by

an asterisk, are the same as those appearing
on Exhibit 119 {(Tab 12) - U.S.a. for
identification. All such identifications
preceded by an asterisk were made in on=
of two ways: where the conversation or
noise was recorded on the Cockpit Area
Microphone Channel (see "Channel" below)

of the tape recording, "PI 22" was inserted
az the identification of the source; whare
the conversation identified the source, ;
such identification was inserted. The :
following abbreviations describa all
identifications:

Piedmont Airlines Flight 22,
a Boeing 727 aircraft .

Pisdmont Adrlines Flight 1022, 5 ?
a Martin 404 aircraft $

Local/Ground Control position of

operation, Asheville Combined Station/ '
Tower, Ashevilla, Worth Carolina ;
MISSNK, a Beechoraft aircraft

K15SNK, & Beecheraft aircraft .

N1283Z, A Beechcraft Bonanza-35 aircrait
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Bantifi Cc.t,n 1)
Q:ﬂxEEWEEEEﬂE

Channel
Capt
Cump
F/E
CRM
Conversations

space in provided betwsen the molumns on
the left and right sides to allow Ior the
ingartion of the name cor title of tha
persen who spoke the adj:rrnt words.

Thz third line of t
side descrihes the

the cockpit voice recorder

on which th
racardsd,
4 channels.

by the following:

The

the column on thes left
channel ov channelﬂ GE
tape recoprding

the zdjzcent words or noizez ware
tape recording consisis
The channals are designatod

of

the abhreviation for ithe channel £or
the Cazotain’s position

the abbreviation for the channsl for
the Co-Pilot's pozsition

the aubrsviation for the channel for
the Flight Engineer'sz position

the abbreviation fox the chanpel for
the Corfpiz Arsa Micvophonez'ls position

hese d&SI”nathua
of the positions in
the adjacent words

These designations
or identity of the
adjacant words.

The cclumn on bhe right side presents
on the tape recording,

wprds recorded
gxhibit 48~Fiadmont

describe the iceoations
the cockplt from which
or. noisss were rechrded.
do not describe the title
person who spoke the

all

for Identification.

Whers a word or noisse oould nobt be haard

with sufficient clari

meaning,
appropriate piacs.

The cclumn on the right side pr

{garbled] was inserted atb

B

ty to determines
the

sent;

in parentheses a description of all n

recorded on the tape reﬂo*ﬁ$ng

aize
bAhlb %

48-Piedmont for Identification.
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Ny

?,F/B

F/E

F/E

i
3

THIS TRANSCRIFT CES AT A TIME
PIEDUOWS FLIG
5

AER 22 VAS d“ TH
GROUND AT A

o
ILLE MUNICIPRL AL

PIVE N K CLEARED %0 LAY
FPIVE ¥ K THANK Y¥OU

HUH?

MADE TWENTY MINUTES
MEDE UP TWENTY MINUTES?

WO WERE TWENTY MINUTES OVER IN OTHER WORDS
WE'RE TWENTY MINUTES PAY TIME

(S0UND OF A TONE)
0O ALL THAT RUSHING AKD
aTILL LOSE IT I1i THE TRAFFIC PATTERN

ONE SEVEN M K YOUR TRAFFIC CH QSbKN" WHE END
OF 'THE RUNWAY

SEVEN N ¥ (HNOTE: THE CAPTAIN'S CHANNEL KECORDED
”SEVEN", EUT HOT "N K"}

WELL WE MADE OUR ESTIMATE BY I MISSED .JIT BY
OME MINUTE S0 THAT'S HOT &0 BAD HELL [GARBLED]
TUENTY  TWC GROUND

GO AHEAD

CHOCKS IN PLACE
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44
¥7THK
"‘C’ ‘ F‘(’IE

*TUR
-, P/

*THR

-P,F/ 8
*FUNK
g, F/E

3 45

*#pY 22
Cal

3 46

DERTIFIED

CaM

.5 47
*py 2¢
CAM

15 48
*pL 22
CAM

15 43

IDENTIFIED

ohM

*pI 22

C«m A

*pl 22
CaM

*py 2
CAM

b

*pY 22
CAM

*p1 22
ChAM

ROGER

LEFT HID PIELD

r i T Lo R TR Eawe]
AIR BEVEW SEVEY

SEVEN ® K

ROGER

AIR SEVEN SEVEWM N K CLEARED %0 THE RAM

o

ik

{NOTE: HO CONVERSATION OR NOISE FOR NEXT

6 MINUTES ON CAPTAIN'S, CO-PILOT'S OR FLIGHT
ENGINEER S CHANHELS, AND FOR 30 SLCCHDS 08
COCKPIT ARSR MICROPHIONE CHAMMNEL.)

{SOUND OF A RINGING HELL)

{SBUND OF A PURLIC RDDRESE SYSTEM

 ANBOUNCEMENT IN THE BACKGROUXD)

HELLG THERE

{SOUND OF A SERIES COF CLICKS AND A CHINE)

e

{K0OUND OF A PUBLIC ADDRBESS BYSTEM
| AANCURCEHENT TN THE BACKGROUND]

ROANOKE RIGHTEERW HUNDRED BROKEH AND
PIVE THO SEVENTY AT POUR

{SOURD OF MUPFLED SCRAPING)

I GOT THE WINDSHIELD HEAT OFF

o X

BSHEVILLE IS TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDREDR

'§CATTERED [GARBLED)
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WEATA YQU DO GET up
EVERY TIHE WE LAND

..........

ALY MR T
ARD TATE A PED

WHO KEY

&, B YEAH

t

é 22 THAT'S ALL I D3 ALL I DO

& 5 YES SIR

%23 I'VE BEEN TRYING TO TELL YOU ALL THESE

YERRS X DIDN'T EVEN SUSPECT ANYTHI

NYTHING

T DIDNYT EVEN KNOW WHAT T0 LOOK FCR

i 22 GOD ALMIGHPY SEVENTY THREE SOULS
p:

1 22 WHET DAY I8 TODAY?

4

E 29 TUBSDAY AIN'T IT

4

i 22 WEDNESDAY WEDNEBDAY

4

{ 22 CAME QUT OF HERE WITH SEVEWTY

1

t 23 SEVENMTY THREE 70 ROANOKE [GARBLED]
4 ASHEVILLE ROANCKE

{ 22 WINDSHIBELD 'S 0¥ LOW

4
SIFIED O K WE'RE READY TO START ENGINES
<+ F/B
{022 ' O ¥ STARTING ONE THO AND THREE
*/E,CAM
£ 22 BEACON'S ON
§
5.
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e
30

by

E Ao

!

PR
f 2"

Vv i ML Tt i S RARRE . -
EIGHT THHREE ZULU ABHDVILLE TOWER

ROGER I'M ON EXTENDED DOwWN WIND OF
ONE - SIX

CALLEY POWER AIR CORDITIONIRG AND PRESSURE

D GO CALL THAT STUFF BTANDHY AND

PEE PRESSURE THIRTY HINE POUNDS COMPLETE

Lecs & Tt

NG EEPORTED TRAFTIC CONTINUE APPROACH

STARTER VALVE

{SOUKD OF A PERSON WHISTLING)

e A S

ROGER TUHNING BASE WOW THARK YOU

N CER WE GOT [GAUBLED)

GoT OIL

EIGH? THEREE £ NOT IN SIGHT. CONTIWUE
RPPROACH YOU LINING UF WITH AIRPORY
WITH ONE RUNWAY?

AFPIRMALIVE

caT ouUT

on
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G

9'&

3%

g

Gk

t3

7%

O*

1M Q0T BEYOND THE STACK YRT 1'H ON &
WIDE EASE

{(SOUND OF A CLICK

San”

MUMBER 190

ETART VALVE

[GARRLED

cuT OUT

THREE

START VALVE

N OuE

Q1L

TURBING FINAL NOW ABOUT T®WD MILES OUT

I4M THIRTY FIVE HUNDRED M § %

cuT OUT

{SOUNMD OF A TONE)

0 K DISCONNECT
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.y
s

R

S S 0

i 0B

‘2

2T, 24

o= F/E

33« (34*
STIFIED
pL,F/E

53 :36%
PI 28
AM

53 :46*
PL 22
PNV

53 :52%
PL 22
o 2%

S4
ITHR
,CC}“? ,F_)/E

1~
L

24 122

PI 22 _
., Co-F ,FJ/E,
CAaM

y 84 27
TWR

2. 00~P P/ B

53 54 :29*
JENTIFIED
¢,Co~P,F/E

THREE 2ULYU W10

()

QUE EIGHT ZEE FIVE CLEARED 0 LAND

ROGER

MONT THENTY TWO TAaXI.

AND TOWER P11
I ¥ R ROANORL

CLEAR RIGHY

Y TWO RUHWAY ONE SIX
i ZERD GREES AT FIVE
ZERG QWO B8IX

PIBDMORT T
WIND DNE BR
ALELILETER

-y

i

THENTY THO -

{GARBLED)

NE SIX

(soUND OF A HORN

{SOUND OF A PERSON WHISTLING)

PIEDMONT TWENTY TWO IS5 CLEARED TO ROANORE
AIRPORT VIA DIRECT VALDESE J FIFTY THREEE
FLIGHT PLAN ROUTE MATNTAIK PLIGAT LEVEL
THO CHE ZERD i

PIEDMONT THENTY TW ROANGRE AIRPGHT DIRBCY
VADDESE J FIVE THREEZ FLIGHT PLAN MAINTAIN
THO QRZ OH

CLEARANCE CORRECT

{SCrup OF A CLICK)

REPRODUCED AT NARA
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Y 54 ul*
*py 22
ChM

3.54 :43%
*pL 22
CAM

5 %4 45%
*PI 22
CAM

5 54 43%
*pI 22
CAM

& 84 :54
S1W

3t ,Le~P,F/E

15 54 :58
TVR

?t 1\’:5" P IF/!E

15 55 z01%*
*py1 22
can

1S ‘55 f01
SiW
pt,Co~P ,F/E

15 55 :04%
wpyY 22
CaM

15 55 210%

*pI 22
CAM

15 % :10
TWR

apt ,Co-~P ,F/E

315 55 :i6%
*PL 22
A

W

EIGHT 4
TAXI TO

4 TURN LEPT BEXNT INTERSECDION

JANGAR RAMp

P S8 )

{SOEND OF A CLICK)

[BHRELED]

GO0D

J.C. BABY WHO'S DRIVING?

(SQUND OF A PERSON HUMMING)

MY LEG TOQ SLEE? DRRMIT

SEOOT I COULD USE SGME MYSELF [SARRBLED]

{GARBLED] THIS 1% FOUR .ONE FIVE ONE WHISKEY
FOUR OME FPLVE ONE WHISYXEY ASHEVILLE TOWER

ARE YOU COWNA RE HOME TOWIGHT?
THRT'S RIGHT YOU 40T T0 GO QUT TOMORROW

WE WERE TRYING T0 BEACH YOU ON ONE
TRO SIX SEVEN WAS UNARLE TC REACH
DID YOU READ US BEFQRE?

THEE STORE AND I['LL

¥OU WANT 70 GO BY
27 SOME STEAKS AND

&)
GEBET YOU WE'LL &
COCK TONIGHT?

FLYING SPCRTEMAN

FIVE ONE WHISXEY THIS IS TOWER ARE YOU
TRYING 0 CALL ASHEVILLE: RADIO?

THRT THING'S GOING TO RUST IF THEY bou'r
START PLYING IT RINW'T IT
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-“m
e
' S G D
5 :148%
Yoo

-~ e

4

5 220

R
o-¥ , ¥ /5

R
o-B,F/E
S 3. 35*
L 23

]

55 :36
HR
Jo-P,F/E
85 51
1
Co-p,¥/E
55 154
WR

31w

,Co-P ,F/E
56 :01
pI 22

,Co~¥ F/E

56 (04

TWE
,CO')« o B/ /E
56 -07*

ENTIELE
* ,’-—0"’? 1 F{ B

3 56 107%
#pL 22
CAaM

5 86 :00
£I 1022
v, Co~B ,F/u

10.

AFTIRMATIVE

PHEY DON'T FLY IT VERY OFTEN I DON'T THINK
THEY DO

WE RE THIRTY ’-‘TI"“" ERST WE'RE V F R TC

NASHVILLE AND WE WANT TO GET YOUZ ALTIMETER
P&ﬁD WEATHER E"\ ASEFVILLE ACROSE THE
mflﬁ'ﬂ}ztuJ

THIRDY ZIGHT MILES BAST

THE “ALTIMETER IS W1

ZERO TWO FIVE

ASHEVILLE WEATH! > '”m‘:: T FPIVE HRUNDRED
SCA‘QT'*?I.{E'Q VISIRTIIATY THHEEE WITH BAZE YOU CAN

CALL ASHEVILLE RADIO CLOSER IN POR THE
WEATHER WEST YOU'RE PROBABLY WHAT 1S
YOUK ALTITUDE EAST OF THE MOUNTRINS?

WE'RE EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNODRED

YOO SHOULD BE ABLE TO REACH 'THEM A LITTLE
CLOSER IN

ALL RIGET I'LL TRY'M ON ONE TWO SIX SEVEN
THANE ¥YOU VERY MICH

TAENTY THO 15 READY TO GO

PTEDMONT TUWENTY TWG HOLD

{SOUND OF A CLICK)

AW SHIT

ARE YOU CALLING PIEDMONT TER TWENTY TWO?

10,
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330

’%

“"p # F{‘}E

.
tad
e

~P,FP/E

1 43%*
22

e £ e

4 : 458

22

o-P F/E

6 :50%
T 22
i

6 158
022
=P F/E

37 100

iR

‘o~P ,F/E

PIRDHONT TUENTY THI PILEDMONT T

[ 05

¢ oy
Roasd
‘\"::) 4

TRENTY TWO ARE YOU O3 THIS PREQUENCY

POGER
0 XK. BAY YOUR ARLRITUDE
SIX THOUSARD

O K CIRCLE TO LAND NUNWAY ONBE SIX WIND ORE EIGHT
ZERG DEGREES AT BLGHT AKD SAY POAITION WOV

1

PT ICE PITOT HEAT FLIGHT

IGNITION WINDOW HEAT ARTI
ND RADRIOS YAW DAMPERS

7‘\ 1

IHSTRUMERTS DIRBCTORD AN

SPERD BRAKE DETENT FLAPS TWENTY FIVE TWENTY,
PIVE GREEW STABILIZER TRIM FIVE POINT NINE
START LEVERS 1DLE FLIGHT CONTHOLS

B

' FIVE MILES SOUTHWEST OF BROAD RIVER {SoUnD
OF A .CLICE} TEM TUERTY TWC

PIRDMOWT TWENTY TWO BOLD SHURT VE €CT A
COMBENY MARTIN ON LPPROACK -JUST ABOUT CVER
BROAD RIVER CIRCLING POR QRE SIX WB
SHOULD: HAVE BIM IN SIGHT SHORTLY

{GRRBLED]

0 K WE'LL HOLD IT SHORT

CANCEL THE DANN THING PAUL

0 K TEN TWENTY TWO WOULD LIKE A CONTACYT APPROACH

TPEN TWENTY TWC COWTACT APFROAUH LEFT OR
RIGH? TURN IN IS APPROVED

P
i
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57 12

1022
PR 0o 4 7

0 5T 16
TWH
So=P PR

v 57 319%
*PrL 2%
CAM

v 87 :23
in22
Lo~ ,F/E

353 225*
*pL 22
ChM

> 57 :2%
PI 22
rk-""'Pfr'jg‘
A

t,00-P,F/B

8 57 :47
PI 22
t,Co~P F/RB

5 57 :48%
PI 22

5 57 :43
T 1022
t,Co~F,F/E

TEN THENTY 90

HOW WHICH YAy

WELL COME UP QUT O THE WAY? OF THEE

IS HE GOIWG TO CLIMB

AFFIRMATIV
LOCALIZER

WILL ¥0U BE T

TRIITNS YT
EREING IW

STRALGHT QUL OB

E WILL WILL Y0U B

PLEASE?

JET

HE'S MARING A BI4UT TURN ON ONE 8IK I

GUEES [GARBLED]

I'RL GO ¥ast
O NG

TEN TWENTY TWE:
OFF GO IO THE

PIBDMONT TWEHETY THO -

HOLD

TWENTY TWO ROGER

CBUCEL FOR TEN

{(S0UND OF A CLI

TEN TWENTY IWCO ROGER CANCELLING

.
C¥}

TWEMNTY THG HOv

I-PHOUGHT IT WAS GOING TO TAKE YOU ALL DAY PAUL

HA HA

WELL I'M DOWN HERE

ATAROY WE'LL SEE YOU BUDDY

78
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AT BRORD RIVER FINALLY

REPRODUCED AT NARA



W .57
1 22
#

T 258
I 27

A

8 {g*
I 22

8 03

8 07
22

o~ f] :‘J’E

f «Q8*

T 22

J4

33

38 :12%
T 2%
A%

:Q"‘E’ (?/B

B8 s 18*
P 22
A

98 118
WR

58 :19*
PI 22
A

58 :25%
‘PLI 22
Y

58 :26
27
Lo-2 ,F/E

58 27%
¥PY 22

Ay

Lad WA

k]
Ld»

Ha, Ha, HA, 58

TRANSPONDER'5 ON

o K

[GARELED] ¥L'2E NOT CLEARED FOR TAKE-OFF YET [CARBLEU]

G MAINTAIN RUNWAY HEADRING

URTLL REARCHIWG 2 PHOUSARND CLEARED FOR

TARE~DVF

TERRPY TWD ROLLING

GROUND OFF

O ¥ {SOUND OO 2 PERSOH .COUGHING ONCE)

(SOUND GF AN INCREASE OF THE .ENGINE WHINING)

FX R~

ASHEVILLE TOUVER MUSKETEER THREE SIX TW: SEVEN
QUEBEC ¥ F R TO SALISBURY READRY TC TAXI

CHBCK YDUR RUDDERS

[GARBLED] THREE SIX TV SEVEN [QUEBEC ASHEVILLE
TOWER RUNHWAY ONE SIX WIWUD ONE EIGHT ZERO
DEGREES AT ONE ZERO ALTIMETER THREE ZERQ 2W0
FIVE

YRAH (SOUND OF A4 PERSON HUMMING)

THERE YQU GO MY FRIEND

RO BEVEN QUEBEC

LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE LINZD UP THERE NOW FLYING GOOD
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. 58.:34
TiN
:Co~P,P/E

58 :38
TWR
,Co=p ,F/E

58 238%
*pr 22
CaM

58 :41
71N
,CO~P,E/E

88 1
*pPT 2
CAM

43%
2

58 45%
*pI 22
CAaM

.58 149%
»pL 22
LAy

58 :54
1022
,CO"‘? rF/E

58 :56%
*PI 22
CaM

58 :58%*
*PI 22
CAM

59 :02
P1 22
1Co-P,F/E

59 :02%
*pT 22
CAM

58 :03*
PIr 22
.sCo-F,F/E

v 59 :04%
*pY 22
Cax

14.

SET

ASHEVILLE '{OWER DONANLA THREL EIGHT SBEVEN
ONE NCVEMBER TAXI AND TAKE-OFF CVER

SEVEN ONE HOVEABER RUNVIaY ONE S5IX WIND ONE
2IGHT ZERQ DEGRIES AT OHE ZERT

{SOUND CF A MUFFLED CLUNK)

ONE SIX ROGER

[SOUND OF MUFFLED SCRAPING)

GEBR P

{SDUKD OF h SERIES OF (CLICHS)

TOM I'M COMING UP THE HIGHWAY WE'RE DOWN
LOW WRLL BE OUYT OF YOUR WAY
SKIR'S ©P

{SOUND OF A PERSON COUGHING TWICE)
RIGHTO

(SOUND OF A PERSON COUGHING TWICE)

THANK YOU BUDDY

SKID UP?

14,

REFRODUCED AT NARA
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s G6%
22
Q7R
22
E
s
22
110
22
s 12*
22
112%
LG22
:15%
2
11E8%
22
“19%
AFIED
1. 322%
022
} 126*
TIRIEDR
3
3 244
L 22
q.
9 :30%
TIFXIED
E
4§ :32%
ic22
F/E
9 :38%
I 22
M
g ;41L*
1 22
M

e

YEAH

FIFTEER

THIRTY TWENTY

{SOUND OF MUFFLEID SCRAPING)
WHICH HIGHURY? I GUESS THAT
THING JUST OVER THERE

¥BARHE

ASHEZVILLE TEN THENTY THO
CLIME O OUT TO FIVE THOUSAND
EAST ROUND [CARBLED]

LEAVE 'EM AT FIFTEEN

TEYN THENTY TWO GO

ALL RIGHT TEN TWEHTY TWO WE'RE IN RANGE
Vv F R NCW

ROGER IN RANGE V F R

FGARBLED] (SOUND OF A SERIES OF CLICES

AND MUFFLED SCRAPING]

AND THE ALTIMETER AT ASKEVILLE THREE
§IX%
PHREE ZERQ THC SI1X THMMX YOU

FIVE

CLIME POWER

REPRODUCED AT HARA



i
. PIEDMONT TWEM TO THE
Fa Lot o 08 V ¢ R REBOHT

TEN TWENTY
STARTED SI2

I¥ THE COR:

JT
L

SN T R NI VW B LN T Y
ARDIAT ELY ABUVE.

59 49
PL 22 O XK UNRESTRICTED T0 RUE V O R
Le=F ,F/E,
CAM
58 50*
T 1022 GO AHEAD {(MUTE: THESE VWORDS STARIED
[0 A ]

r/E STHULTANEQUSLY WITH "V 0 R" IN THE
CONVERSATION IMMEDIATLLY ABOVE.)

59 :51%

*p1 22 I §TILL DOHYY-SEZ -PAUL

TRM

89 H2*

SNTIPIED I GOT YOUR RELEASE YOU COMING IN OR

*/E YOU NEED ANY FUEL?

59 :54%

tpi 22 HE'LL BE RIGH? OM 1 THERE ABOUT FPIVE MILES

AM il DOWH THE HIGH ERE {PAUSE) RAY [(NOTZ:
THRSE WORDS STARTE! MULTANEQUSLY WITH THE
WORD CUYOUY AFTER THE VORD "OR" IN THE CCONVERSA-
TION IMMEDIATELY ABOVE)}

59 :58%

10622 WHAT DOBS THE RELERSE 354Y?

59 159%
NEIFIED

/E

ROGER RELEASE SEVENTY FOUR THIRTY TO ATLANTA I P R
FUEL ASHEVILLE SIX NUNDRED ALTERNATES

FULTON COUNTY MACON GEQRGIA TG ATLANTA WIWSTOM
DISPATCH TEN PIFTY LEWIS

00 :04%*

PI 22 (SCUND CF MUFFLED SCRAPING) HE USUALLY

aM COMES ABOUT WHAT WE CALL COMING UP
PHE HIGHWAY (NOTE: THESE WORDS STARTED
SIMULTAKEQUSLY WITH THE WORD “"THIRTY" IN
THE CONVERSATION IMMEDIATELY RABOVE]

30 :10*

21 22 WELL I'LL CLIMB OUT OF THERE (PAUSE) HE'LL
LM BE DOWH LOW [GARBLED]

30 1 24%

1022 WE GOT ARCUND SEVEXN SEVENTY ON HERE

g AND WE WON'T NEED ANY FUEL WE'LL

JUST ¥OU GOT ANYBODY GOING BACK?
30 :25%

¥y 22 I'M GONNA GET RID OF YOUR FLAPS THEY'RY
i NOT DOING ¥OU AMY GOOD AT ALL (NOTE: THESE VORDS

STARTED SIKULTANEQUSLY WITH THE WORD "HERE™ IN THE
CONVERSATION IMMEDIATELY ABOVE]

s REPRODUCED A
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.
2%

-8, P /E

30 28F
RTIFIED

/8

00 z29*
PI 22
AM

cG :32%

NTIPIED
JE

00 :32
R
Co-P , F/E
00 :33%
spI 22

ok

Ggh :35%

*¥p1 22

00 :35*
FI 1022
F/E

00 :36
71N
., Co~P ,F/E

v 06 :37%
JENTIFIED
F/E

5 B0 :37*
*py 22
CHM

6 00 :35%
*pI 22
Ca

6 00 zdl*
*pI 122
BP/E

& G0 :42%
L 22
CAM

16 GO :43%
DENTIFIED
/8 ,CBM

BOHANTA SIEVES

NEGATIVE WE'LL GIVE YOU A ONE ENGINE
IF YOU LIKE (MOTE: THESE WORDES ETARTED
SIMULTANREOUSLY WITH PHE WORD "READY™ IN
THE CONVERSATION THMMEDIATELY ABOVE.)

ek i A

WELL I WAS GETTING MY BPEED UP
To IT THEEE

THIRTEEN (PAUSE) FIFTY PIFTY FIVE I F R
GOOD MORNIKG THANK YOU

BOWANZA SEVEN ONE NROVEMBER RIFHET TURN
APPROVED CLEARED FUR TARE-OFF (HOTE:
THESE WORDS STARTED SIMULTANBQUSLY WITH
GHE OWORD CTHIRTEEM" IN THE CCONVERSATION

TMMEDIATELY ABQVE.}

BRUBG UM UP OR THE CREEN

0 X THAT'LL BEZ FIRD

STUEN ONE K OTHANK YOU

ROGER AMD WE'LL SET UP FOR ONE
ENGINE AND BRING THE RELEASE CUT

SOMEBODY GOT AN ASH TRAY O FIRE?

T 0O [ PHINK

YOU KHGW IT COULDN'T BE ME

{sGUND OF A CLICK}

FEPRODUCED AT NARA
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:49#
. 2%
) 152%
[ 22
4
I :54*
I 22
q
g :58%
1 22
b
1 :09%
I 22
M
1 3li*
I 22
M
2, i g
i 22
U
31 :16*
3y 22
P

21 :17
PI %2

2e~? ,F/E

G1l: 18%
PI 22

FEHORR- S5 O - PERE- TR 5SS T THE

3 ON FIRE

A stiy

I'M SORRY 1 FUCKED UP AGAIWN DIDE'T I?
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Air Crash
Hearing Set

Here Oct. 9

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
National Transportation Safety.
Board said Monday it will
convene a hearing at Ashe-
ville, N. C., Oct. 9 on the July
19 airplane collision over Hen-
dersonville, N, C. in which 82
persons were killed.

Board Chairman Joseph J.
O’Convell Jr, said one of the
board’s five members, to he
designated later, will head the
board of inquiry. He will be
assisted by staff officials.

O’Connell said about 21 wit-
nesses would be called. He est-
imated that the hearing, in
Asheville’s Grove Park Inn,
would last for two days. It
will start at 9 a.m. local time
Oct. 9.

Involved in the collision were
a Piedmont Airlines Boeing 727
jet with 74 passengers and a
crew of five, and a Cessna
310 light plane carrying three
persons.

September 12, 1967 Citizen, Page 13
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Improved Air Safety Is Essential

Because of the jet airplane crash
here earlier this year, with its tragic
loss of life, the people of Western
North Carolina are especially con-
scious of the importance of air safe-
ty precautions. They should favor
Senate passage of an increased budg:
et for the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration—perhaps larger than that ap-
proved by the House.

The FAA is faced with an almost
fantastic growth of traffic at the na-
tion's airports., It particularly needs
more controllers to handle a much
increased volume of work. David D.
Thomas, Deputy Administrator of the
I'AA, says that the number of take-
offs, landings and overflights han-
dled by each controller is up 178 per
cent since 1963.

The proposed FAA hudget for fis-
cal 1968 will add 648 more controll-

ers and 121 maintenance men to the
14,000 who now staff the nation’s air
traffic centers and control towers.
Even if these men are added, each
controller will have to regulate 8 to
10 per cent more traffic next year.

The FAA had originally asked for
some $70 million in additional funds
for new control towers and electronic
equipment, but this imoney was cut
by the Bureau of the Budget before
the agency's request went to Con-
gress.

In view of the 10 fatal airline
crashes already this year which have
claimed 217 lives, the Senate should
at least vote sufficient funds to enable
the FAA to hire the added controllers
and maintenance men already ap-
proved by the House. Safety demands
that the agency have more personnel
to handle the tremendous increase in
traffic.

September 25, 1967 Page 4
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Ex-Navy Jet Pilot Heads
Inquiry Into Air Crash

By LAURENS IRBY carrying three persons and a|Fritz T. Puls, the NTSB's gen-
; Piedmont Airlines Boeing 727|eral counsel; B. R. Allen, di-
Cilizen Bialf .erllcr south of Asheville Airport Julylrector of the NTSB's Bureau of
A former Navy jet pilot who| 9, | Aviation Safety; and William R,
is now a member of the Nation-| The commercial ajr]iner"Hundl"'I(‘!(d: hearing officer of
al Transportation Safety Board|which had just taken off from L“fr ?‘lbu s Bureau of Aviation
i act as ¢ i g a1 . ST ace _'ze-,' : .
(NTSB) will act as chairman of the airport, carried 74 PASSEN- | game 21 witnesses, including
a board of inquiry into a mid- gers and a crew of five. All five eyewitnesses to the mid-
air collision near Asheville Air-/aboard both the jet and the air collision, will give testimony,
: | / ) :
port that took 82 lives. smaller craft perished. .Sla!tm‘y said., _ '
Francis H. McAdams, the! Edward Slattery Jr. of Wash- ::-l;ll;lt‘.fi.l(ll!"llllﬂ \'.lllint("s.‘se?. w;ll{
NTSB member, was appointed |ington, public information di.lllll(l)t‘ :ltv:irLiltg‘;mz;lul::]o:'y ilz‘; df:invlct()l
Monday in Washington to head”'et{t.ur i fmﬁ I\'lbés]},s?m.l!.“:(:,] No pl.'l'b’()l']S having a ‘“liabi-
o b of inquiry public har- PWSOME U pUblc MUK 11 st n' (e cuse wil
ing which will begin at isstiance of & report detailing be permitted to participate, in-
a. m. Oct. 9 at Grove Park Inn |y, tochnical cause of the ac- cludmu‘ lawyers or insurance
in Asheville and is expected {0 ciqont and how and why it Companies representing next of
continue for two full days. happencd kin of the crash victims,
Meanwhile, a spokesman for I o e
federal district C(I))urt in Ashc-l Slatlery said the report may qyorn and questioned by mem-
ville said Monday that no law- come out within two or three bers of a “technical panel” of
suits have yet been filed injmonths of the Oct. 9 hearing. the NTSB. _ .
connection with the collision of. McAdams will be assist-/ In addition, questions will also
the twin-engine Cessna 310

September 26, 1967 Citizen, Page 13
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Slattery said witnesses will be

{cd at the Oct. 9 hearing by be allowed from ‘‘parties of

interest” who aided the NTSB
in its investigation on the crash
'scene. These parties include
'the FBI, who performed finger-
print work to help identify the

broken and charred bodies;
Piedmont Airlines who operated
the jetliner involved in the

lcrash; the Air Line Pilots Assn.;
the Boeing Company which
built the jetliner; Lanseair Inc.
jof Springfield, Mo., an insurance
'management firm which owned
the Cessna 310 involved in the
‘crash; the Aircraft Owners and
'Pilots Assn., a trade organi-
\zation of some 130,000 people
(who own or [ly private planes;
the Iederal Aviation Admini-
stration which operated the air
traffic control system under
which the jetliner and smaller
plane were flying.

Of the four men serving on
the board of inquiry, all but
Puls are former jet pilots.




Suit Is
In Air

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Staff Writer

A $1-million damage suit was
filed in Asheville's federal dis-
trict court Monday as the re-
sult of a mid-air collision July
19 near Asheville Airport that
{ook 82 lives.

Named defendants in the le-
gal action were Piedmont Air-
lines of Winston-Salem, Rapid-
air Inc. and Lanseair Inc., two
Missouri corporations.

It was the first such damage
suit to be brought as the after-
math of the collision of a Pied-
mont Airlines Boeing 727 jet-
liner and a twin-engine Cessna
310 private plane owned and op-
erated by Rapidair and Lanse-
air. The latter is an insurance
management firm headquarter-
ed at Springfield, Mo.

The action was filed by attor-
neys for Mrs. Jo K. Krauel, 42,
wife and executrix of the estate
of one of the passengers who
died on the Piedmont flight,
Herbert J. Krauel, 52-year-old
vice president of the food brok-
crage {irm of Drake and Daye
in Miami, Fla. Krauel at the
time of the collision had been
enroute with a group of brokersl

October 3, 1967

Filed
Crash

for Stokley Van Camp to attend
an annual sales meeting at
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va.

Bill R. Colson of Miami, one
of the attorneys who filed the
suit, said indications are the
matter will come up for ftrial
early in 1968 and no later than
the summer of 1968.

The suit contained four main
counts listing incidents of al-

leged negligence on the part of

the defendants. The
amount of damages sought, said
Colson, is $1 million.

Piedmont Aviation Inc. was
—Turn To Page 11
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Air Crash

~Continued From Page One

. S
named alone in two counts and

in a third count jointly with
Rapidair and Lanseair Inc. The
two Missouri corporations were
named in one count and were
also included in the joint count
with Piedmont.

The lawsuit further contended
that air traffic control person-
nel of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration “were guilty of
concurring negligence.” Howev-
er, the suit said that “because
of procedural rules now exist-
ing,” the FAA and the U.S.

government were not ‘‘at this|

time” being made a party to
the action.

The FAA personnel were man-
ning a control tower at Ashe-
ville Airport when the collision

occurred as the jetliner taok off

for Roanoke, Va. and the pri-
vate plane prepared to land
from a flight originating in
Charlotte, N. C. The airport has
no radar facilities to keep air
traffic under surveillance.

Transcripts of radio conversa- |

tion between the Asheville Air-
port tower and the Cessna 310
indicated that the private craft
had been ordered to proceed
to a radio beacon 6.2 miles

Suit Filed

,to‘Roanoke, Va., the lawsuil

aid.

Allrged negligence atfributed
to Piedmont Airlines by the law-
:suit included charges that the
‘airline had breached a contract
to provide Krauel with safe
\transportation by failing to main-
[tain a proper lookout for other
aircraft while operating under
visual flight rules.

The suit contended Piedmont
failed ‘“‘to take reasonable and
safe precautions’ when the jet-
‘liner was operating in the vicin-
ity of other aircraft and had
failed to advise its employes as
to pilot procedures under air
Araffic conditions,
| Papidair and Lanseair, which
owned the small plane, are ac-
cused of ‘‘carelessly operating,
maintainineg and/or controlling
seid aircraft with respect to its
piloting, maintenance, super-
vision and/or navigation pro-
cedures.”

. The two Missouri firms are
also charged with responsibility
for the smaller plane’s alleged
failure to keep a proper look-
out for other aircraft while fly-
ing under visual flight rules.

| C. G. Brown Jr. of Winston-
Salem, vice president for Pied-
mont, had no immediate com-
‘ment on filing of the damage
suit.

" Another Piedmont spokesman,
'T. W. Morton, the firm's comp-

west-northwest of the giirporl as |troller and secretary, said, “We
a preliminary to landing. How- have not received a notice of
ever, when the crash took place, 'this yet and until we receive

the smaller plane was south of
the airport.

Passenger Krauel, whose rela-
tive brought the damaze suit,

had bought a ticket on the Pied- |

mont flight from Atlanta, Ga.

October 3, 1967

a notice of the summons we
would not have any cemment.”

The National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) will open
a two-day hearing into causes
of the mid-air collision here
Monday. The hearing will com-
mence at 9 a. m. at the Grove
!Park Inn,

The Piedmont jetliner carried
74 passengers and a crew of
five. The Cessna 310 carried
three men including the pilot.
'All perished. ,

Citizen, Page 11
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By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen-Times Staff Writer

The last words uttered by the
crew of a Piedmont Airlines
jetliner on a collision course
with a private plane will be read
into the record her Monday as
a formal inquiry begins into the
mid-air crash that took 82 lives.

Jetliner Crash Hearing

Will Open Here Monday

place into the record wrilten
statements taken from 60
eyewitnesses to the collision.

| Edward Slattery Jr. of
‘Washington, public information
'director for NTSB siad agency
officials had interrogated more
than 100 persons who saw the
crash and took written

The National Transportation Statements from 0. .
Safety Board (NTSB) will have Five of the eyewitnesses will
a transcript of the closely give direct testimony during the
guarded contents of the voice hearing.
recorder from the Piedmont' Purpose of the hearing will be
Boeing 727 placed into the hear-'to elicit testimony that will aid

proceedings, report on the crash and at-
The voice recorder of a com- tempts to pinpoint the cause.
mercial jet transcribes all con- The report may be issued within
versation in the plane’s cockpit. | two or three months.
It is encased in a special con-| Francis H. McAdams, a
tainer allowing it to withstand a former Navy jet pilot and
force of 100 G's (100 times the member of the NTSB , will be
force of gravity). chairman of the board of in-
The voice and flight quiry. He will be aided by Fritz
recorders were salvaged from T, Puls, the NTSB's general
the wreckage of the Pedmont counsel; B.R. Allen, director of
plane after it collided with a the agency's Bureau of Aviation
Cessna 310 near Asheville Safety; and William R. Hen-
Airport July 19 and plunged 1o dricks, hearing officer of the
earth two miles northeast of Bureau of Aviation Safety.
Hendersonville. Twenty-one witnesses are ex-
Seventy-four passengers and a pected fo be called.
peied of five died ol the jetliner, A technical panel as an adjuct
while three men in the Cessna' o ;o NTSB will question the
310 also perished. Among the \ithosses. Additional questions
jetliner victims were John T. will be
McNaughton, who had recently
' been designated Secretary of the
|Navy by President Lyndon B.
' Johnson, and McNaughton's wife
and son, Theodore.
| The NTSB hearing which is ex-
pected to last two days, opens at
9 am. Monday at Grove Park
Inn. -
In addition to the transcript of
contents of the jetliner's voice
[recorder, the NTSB staff will

interest” to the proceeding.

organizations who aided

NTSB

vestigation such as the FBI,
Piedmont Airline officials, the
Air Line Pilots Assn., and the
Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Assn.

The board of inquiry, in
writing its final report, may
make recommendations as to
the need for new Airways safety
legislation — if it feels such is
necessary. The Asheville col-
lision set off demands from
some members of Congress that

ing record on the first day of the the NTSB when it writes its'

private aircraft be barred from
landing at commercial airports.
The  Pledmont jet liner,
Flight 22 from Atlanta to
Washinglon, was in the process
of taking off from Asheville
Airport, headed for Roanoke,
Va. when it collided with the
Cessna 310 plane, headed in fori
|

a landing from a flight from
Charlotte,

A $1 million damage suit was'
| filed Oct. 2 in Asheville’s fc(leral}
district court against Piedmont|
Airlines and two Missouri cor-
'porations which owned the small
plane. The widow of a passenger.
who died on the jetliner, Mrs. Jo
K. Krauel of Miami, Fla., charg-
Ie(l that crews of both aireraft
‘were negligent. .
. The NTSB held a pre-hearing
‘conference in Washington Fri-
\day in preparation for the

allowed from “‘parties of |week's activities here. It con-

sulted with the parties of in-

The parties of interest include|terest as to what winesses will
the |testify on the various phases of
in its on-the-scent in-|the inquiry.

October 8, 1967 Citizen, Page 14-A
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WEATHER

Partly cloudy and cool. High

In low 60s. Map, defails Page 5.
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Questions on LINC funds are
answered.  See roundup P, 11
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Record Indicates Jet Crew
Never Knew What Hit Them

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Stall Writer
A casual conversalion aboul
an “ashiray on fire” and a
query frem the  plane caplain
about climbing o higher all-
tude—"last  words"™ preserved
on a coekpil voice recorder—
indicated Mond he crew of a
Piedmont  Airlines  jet never
knew whal hit them in a July
19 mid-air collision,

The erash near Asheville Ajr-
port ook 82 lives, of which 79
were on Piedmont's Boeing 727
jetliner headed from Asheville

lo Hoanoke, Va. Three viclims
were onoa Cessna 310 prepar-
ing for a landing  here ofter
Mrvineg Laken off at Charlatle
The lwo airerall cama logeth-
el al one minute and 18 sec-
onds aller neon July 19 a* an
sltihde af 6, leel mean sea
level about ¢ miles south-
vast of Asheville Airport, The
vollision altitude, when the air-
port's natural elevation is con-
sidered, was actuaily 1,048 fecl
above the ground.

The | lied contents of
the voice  recordsr recovered
from wreekuge of the Piedmonl
il were presented  as an ox-
libit on the opening day of a

hearing into the crash. The Na-
fional ~ Transportation Safely
Board (NTSB) opened the hear-
ing al Grove Park Irn. The ses-
sion will conlinue Tuesaay.

The final words uttered hy
jelliner Capt. Raymond Frank
Schulte, 49, of Norlo'k, Va,
IPirst  Officer Thomas  Calvi
Conrad, 30, of Winston-8 §
and [light engineer LaWrence
Cary Wilsen, 37, of Norfolk,
Via.—as preserved on the ve-
corder—scemed to indicate they
were unaware of Lhe approach
of Cessna crafl from oul
of the easl on a collisicn courge.

The jelliner had just taken
off from Asheville Airpart,

The cockpit exchange went
Jike this (with the time indi-
caled in minutes and scconds):

12:00 and 37 seconds—Wilsun:
“Somehbody got  an ashiry on
fire."

Capl, Schulte: “I do, I think.”

12:00 and 42 seconds—Conrad:
“You know it couldn't he me.”
12:00 and 50 seconds—Capt.
hulte: “Ashiray isn't on fire.
(That's i), 1t's the cigaretle
that's on fire,”

12:00 and 3 scconds—Wilson:
“I'moosorry—lL ., L oup again,
didn’t 17"

[

12:00 and 58 scconds—Wilson
“Just for thal, I'll burn your
damn  sleak.”

12:01 and 9 seconds — Capl.
Schulte: *“Twenty-one thousand
(feel altilude) we got unrestrict-
ed (the plane's altilude clear-
ance).”

Conrad: “Yes, sir.”

12:01 and 13 seconds — Capl.
Schulte: “Does he 1Asheville
tower) want us aboul oul of six
tthousand feet allitude), doesn't
g2

12:01 and 16 seconds — Con-

—Turn To Page Six

PIEDMONT PILOT CAPT. PAUL 8. SNELL

answered questions about pilot training and regulations
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Careful Listeners

AMcAdams, left, chairman of the
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) board
of inguiry, and Iritz T. Puls
sel, took full note of testimony
Asheville Monday as an inquiry began into a July
19 mid-air collision that took 82 lives. (Staff Pho-
Llos by Bert Shipmany

I'SB general coun-
from 10 witnesses in
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Air Crash Hearing Pits Eyewitne

July. The effort failed and the two planes collided
near Asheville Airport, killing 82 persons. Taking
part in witness questioning was W. P. Sanders (cen-
ter foreground), representing Piedmont Airlines,
and Joe C. Greene (right), who was in charge of

Thomas H. Conner (left) of Hendersonville, an
eyewitness, told 150 persons at a National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB) hearing here how a
small plane made a desperate last-minute effort to
avoid a collision with a Piedmont Airlines jet last

ss, Legal Brair

questioning for Lanseair Inc. of Springfield, Mo,
which owned the small plane. The outcome of the
hearing, which continues Tuesday, will be an NTSB
report pinpointing cause of the collision. Both Pied-
mont and Lanseair are interesied in the oulcome

s And Credibility

since both have been named defendants in a $1 mil-
lion damage suit brought by a widow of one of the
jetliner victims. The widow, a Miami woman, charged
pilots of both Piedmont and Lanseair were negligent,
(Staff Photos by June Glenn Jr. and Bert Shipman)

Probe Evidence Indicates Piedmont Jet Crew Never Knew What Hit Them

jnose of the jet. The tail section Rt
po .+ o | of the small plane embedded in|mained locked together in their|over to the right. It fell about
Tf'd:‘ !I pec 'he does. He didn’t |, " 0o of ﬂl:l- big plane. When | death plunge. . {500 feet and blew up. He was
Wy (ualaway. [the small plane hit the nose ufl
12:01 and 17 seconds — at this . hig one, it knocked it (the|scaping contractor of Hender-| before he blew up.”
Point, one second "_‘E“Tf‘l the| jo) up. It (the jet) split in front |sonville, told how he was in his| Eyewitness Conner was asked
collision, the transcript shows of yhe wing. Debris started |back yard unloading a traclor by an altornev whether the
the jetliner began a radio Mess-| shewing qut—debris and bodies. |when he spotted the Piedmont gmall plane would have passed
age that starled, ';v;\"d (flight) | 1t came down with the nose |jetliner in a climb and turning. under the nose of the jetliner
twenty-two is . . . . | dropping almost straight down.|He saw the small plane only jf the smaller craft had not|
At 12:01 and 18 seconds the|Before it got to the ground, it|three or four seconds before the “pulled up sharply” in its eva-
cockpit recorder noted its final flipped upside down and ex-|collision. sive maneuver.
spoken sound: *“‘Ugh” followed| ploded about three or four feet| And then, said Duncan, “the| wyas cir it would” repli
3 " g " d , alr, K plied |
immediately by a sound sim-|above the tree tops." big plane plunged forward a Conner |

flar to rushing air which con- wl e i
tinued for aboul five seconds. There . was isagreemen
among the wilnesses as to

The tape conlinued to run;
it played out at 12:01 and 23/ whether the jetliner had barrel-
| led out of a haze into the col-

seconds. i p
Some eyewitnesses fo the dis- Ile.un position. |
Conner said the jetliner emer-

aster suggested in their testi-|
mony Monday that the pilot of ged from haze, but added tha
both aireraft were out of the

the Cessna 310 — John David : ¢
Addison, 48, of Upland. Calif.—| clouds when the impact occur-
red

made a desperate effort sec- ,
onds before impact to pull his Eyewitness Davis contended |
craft into a steep bank and |that the jet did not “come out |
rise above the jetliner, of the clouds™ and there was no|
Thomas H. Conner, a medical| restrictions on visibility belween |
technologist, of Timber Rock the two aircraft.
Rond Hendersonville, who was) All told, four
building a swimming poal in the|
yard of his home near the
crash scene, recalled that ‘‘a
counle of seconds’ before fhe |
collision, the Cessna “made al
sleep bank — I'd say 20 lo 25]' er was
derrees."” [ |lraveling straight al the lime
Another evewitness, Vance R ‘I of the crash. The airborne wi
Davis of Route Four, Hender-. nesses were unable to add as
sonville, who was at the corner, much detail as the ground ob-
of Ashe Street and Seventh Servers.
Avenue in Hendersonville a mile| The afternoon session was de-
and a half from the crash site,| voted to questioning of a Pied-
fold the hearing that just be- mont Airlines captain who flew
fore impact the Cessna “just a propeller version and second
stood on its tail” |
But the maneuver failed.
Conner, who remembered the
Jetliner as being in a left turn
(“‘a fairly sharp bank™) recall-
ed that the Cessna had been fly-|
ing a level course before ils un-|
successful evasive maneuver,
The Cessna, said Conner, “hit
underneath the left side of the |-

=~Confinued From Page One

eyewilnesses

who were on the ground and
two who were airborne in other
planes {estified Monday. The|
ground observers differed in
whether they thought the jetlin-

turning, climbing u:“]

Conner said the two planes re-| short distance and winged back  section of the ill-fated Boeing the jel plane took off for dis- the crew from smoking in their

727 flight into Asheville; a main- | asler,
tenance man at Charlotte Air-| They asked Snell about air-

Paul Duncan, a general land-| about 500 feet from the ground port; and two air traffic con-|port departure restrictions and|would say you could not,” Snell

trollers of the Federal Av

ation | federal aviation regulalions.
Administration (FAA) based in| Snell was told by one ques ‘
Allanta | tioner that the jetliner was
Hard questioning by Joe C.| minutes late on arrival in Ashe-
Greene, representing I.an:.eair‘villo‘ Snell was asked whether
of Springfield, Mo. which owned | the jetliner caplain might have
the Cessna involved in the been “‘under pressure™ to muke
crash, and John 8. Yodice of | up the delay
the Aircraft Owners and Pilot| “I can't say,” replied Snell.
Assn,, the professional organi-|"We try our best lo slay on
zation for private pilots, i schedule.”
cated they will look for The lawyer who was pursu-
gularities in Pledmont Airline’s |Ing this line of questioning in-
{light procedures. dicated he would reserve
The two men grilled Pied- further queries for Piedmont's
mont pilot Capt. Paul S. Snell|director of Flight Operations,
of College Park, Ga., who pilot-| Capt. W. O. Tadlock, who has
ed a propellar “second section" | yet to testify. |
of the jetliner flight into Ashe-| Capt. Snell was asked if Pied-
ville Airport July 19 just after/mont has regulations barring

| July 19.

small plane between Ch
and Asheville.

cntry from the south
|

showed ILS approaches were in
||-F11-t‘l al Asheville Airport, Haw-
|kins said Asheville Approach
|Control had not advised him of
replied |any change to ADF-2,

0 : | 'Some backers of the small
The two air traffic controllers plape have hinted the pilot may

airerafl’s cockpils.
“I've never seen one fhat

—Verl W. Hawkins of Jones- have been confused by the land-

boro, Ga. and Fred H. Pike of jng instructions

Foresl Park, Ga—lold how Pike| Pike answered questions about
relieved Hawkins in guiding his role. He indicated he fol-
aircrall  within  Section R4 Jowed the course of the small
which includes Asheville) at “l‘.‘;p[:in{‘ for four or five miles be.
Atlanta Air Route Traffic Con-|fore it went under control of
trol Center as the Cessna 310 |the Asheville tower, which has
headed in for what it thought |no radar. He said the last lime
would be an uneventful landing he observed the small plane
it was 10 or 11 miles east of

The Atlania center had radio |the Asheville Vortac on Sugar
and radar contact with the|Loai Mountain.
mllmtci He was questioned about

|Asheville  Airport  departure
ins said he controlled |procedures.

The hearing recessed until
9 a. m. Tuesday, when 11 more
witnesses are to be heard
l'l‘r-n witnesses testified Mon-
day

Some 150 persons attended the
opening of the hearings

Among thase present
brother of Navy Secretary
ignate John T. MecNaughton,
who perished aboard the Pied-
mont plane with his wife and
son, Theodore. The brother, Joe
McNaughton of Pekin, 1ll., was
accompanied by two altorneys
representing McNaughlon's es-
tate. The Naughton family
ow several newspapers and
radio stations in the midwesl,

Presiding at the hearing is
Francis H. McAdams, an NTSB
and former Navy jet pilot

Haw
the small plane until it was
about 17 miles east-southeast of
the Asheville Vortac, a radio
navigation aid on Sugar Loaf
Mountain, at which time Pike
look over

Hawkins testified that he In-
formed the small eraft to expect
instructions for am instrument
landing approach at Asheville
Airport.

Under an ILS approach, a pi-
lot would expect to make his

Later Asheville tower told
the small plane to make an
iproach (meaning the
aft had to proceed lo
beacon north of the

small cr:
a radio
airport).
Hawkins said
lanta center's

that
status

the At-
board
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Possible Cockpit V ie‘w

Bernard C. Doyle, chief of the human factors
branch, Bureau of Aviation Safety of the National
Safety Transportation Board, showed this drawing
of the possible view which the pilot of a Piedmont
jetliner had just prior to a mid-air collision July 19.

the pilot would have had with only one eye while
Shaded areas on the windshield indicate views that
the jagged lines across the windshield represent
the Cessna’s path left to right. (Staff Photo by
Richard L. Hyatt)
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Hearing Arbiter
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course when it collided with a Pied-

es jetliner July 19 neur
rport. The report was in-
an NTSB hearing here.
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Pilot Had 7-Minute
Notice For Landing

By LAURENS IRBY |
Citizen Staff Writer

A participanl in the second|
day of an air crash hearing said|
here Tuesday the pilot of a
small plane which collided with
a Piedmont jetliner got seven
minules nolice on his landing in-
slructions.

The small plane, a Cessna 310
owned by Lanscair Inc. of]
Springfield, Mo., an insurance
management firm, collided with
a Piedmont Airlines Boeing 727
jet July 19 near Asheville Air-
port. Eighty-lwo persons were
killed.

The smaller craft had been
preparing to land at the time,
while the jetliner had just taken
off for a flight to Roanoke, Va,

James C. Walkius, air tralfic

Alrport, testified at the hearing
that the Cessna plane  gol
radioed inslructions to proceed
to a radio beacon 6.2 miles west-
northwest of Asheville Airport
seven minutes before lhe small
crafl would have had o Dbegin
his landing approach over the
beacon,

And an official of the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)
who helped draw up instrument
approach procedures when
Asheville Airport opened in 1961
told the hearing he would not
have hesitated o query the
Asheville tower if he as an in-
coming pilot failed to under-
stand radioed landing instruc-
tions.

The Cessna plane five

lcontrol specialist at Asheville Minules alter il got its landing

instructions from Asheville
tower — was involved in the col-
lision with the Piedmont jetliner
about cight miles southeast of
Asheville Airport.

William Fiest of Easl Point,
Ga., chief of the FAA's aircralt
management  branch  for  the
Southern region, who helped
drafl the local airport’s ap-
proach procedures, said he
would have had no trouble in-
terpreting the Asheville Tower's
radioed instructions,

The  inslructions were:
“Cleared over the VOR (a radio
navigation check point on Sugar
Loaf Mountain 15 miles east of
Hendersonville) {0 Broad River
(a radio beacon 11.2 miles south
of Asheville Airport.y Cor-
rection, make that the Asheville
Radio Beacon located 6.2 miles
west-northwest of the airport.)
Maintain 7,000 (feet allitude.)
Report passing the YOR.”

Fiest was asked by an al-
torney what he would have done
it he — like the Cessna pilot —
had been told earlier by an air
controller at the Atlania Air
Roule Traffic Control Center 1o
expeet an instrument landing
system  (ILS) approach which

—Turn to Page Eight
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Witness Says Cessna Pilot Had Seven-Minutes Notice For Landing

—Continued from Page One ‘huh\ly Board (NTSB) at Grove|Cessna died as a vesult of free two craft approached — the jet
Park Inn. The NTSB, after hear- falls from the collision altitude|being in a turn to the east and
N b ing all testimony, will issue a of 6,132 feet mean sea level (|[the Cessna flying out of the east.
pma_ﬂ' !ln Asheville Airport from report pinpointing causes of the | (4,48 feet above the ground
the ""‘ft Y ) ‘mid-air collision, This report is locally.)
Replied Fiest: “I'd probably expected in several months | The vemainder; said
ask the controller (at Asheville Meanwhile, a report distrib-|report, died as a result of
tower) what happened to my |

would have involved an ap-

|relative position of the Cessna

| Boeing 727 fuselage at the lower

uted Tuesday by board persen- “traumatic injuries” (those ]]1‘(]-1“ section initially

1Sz _nel revealed for the first time duced by violent motion) uon»!t_h,E Cessna 310 exiting from the
The hearing that entered ils that of the 82 victims on the pected with “the forces of|'i8ht side of the Boeing 427
second day is being conducted two airplanes, “at least” 23 joceloration” as the plnl1esir}mj\:ﬂ;d1$ Jthe galley serv
I door frame,

by the National Transportation including three men aboard the|,qn e together. Watkin | I

e - | Watkins, who was approach
~ The report said **a background | controller at the Asheville
investigation of the crews in-|Airport at the time of the Jaly

8 THE ASHEVILLE CITIZEN, Wed., Oct. 11, 1967

’

(formation which might have had| {hree hours Tuesday, the longest
'a  bearing on the accident|of any witness so far.

|cause,” He was asked by an attorney
| An earlier report pointed out why he inserted the correction
illml the collision occurred at a|in the 1:|1|gli11g instructions to tne
I point that was some three and a|Cessna airveraft, a factor Liat
'half miles from the closest point some imply may have confused
of “protected airspace” assign- the pilot
ed to the Cessna in connection tended to send the smaller pl
with its landing instructions to to the north of the airport rather
proceed to the Asheville Radio than the south.

Beacon, Replied  Watkins:1 decided

Under such instructions, the that it would be beneficial to the
protected airspace which other other aircraft concerned. It
aircraft would have been steered would expedite the entire tralfic
around by Asheville Tower situation ..l.)ucmlso
extended four nautical miles on departing aircralt.”
either side of a direct line along At the time of the incident, the
the proposed route for the Asheville Airport had the Pied-
Cessna.

A Ustrueture group” of
NTSB  which investig
crash said in another
released Tuesday that
Cessna made initial contact with

|mont flight was preparing lo

‘epor - 4
veR in for a landing. The

th e come

the jetliner at tk ver left see- N0 radar. .
li:Jcn]e}Jfl etlhe1t J;:: 1(l)l‘l‘ree inches | He testified that he issued the
forward of the left nose gcar;!andmg instructions to the

Ceszna more than two minutes
Lefore the small craft reached
the VOR on Sugar Loal Moun-
tain and seven minutes before
the small plane would have had
to reach the Asheville Radio
Beacon north of the airport,

A questioner asked Watkins if
both the Piedmont pilot and the
Cessna  pilot had conformed to
their clearances, would there
‘have been any possibility of the

forward door.
The Cessna's left outer wing
struck the jetliner first as the

The correction was in-| d | i
ane might fiave been able to see be encouraged to have pilots sent on

[two planes colliding,
| “No, sir," replied Watkins.

| Bernard C. Doyle, chief of the
Aviation

Bureau  of

the Was such that it penetrated the [displayed a series of black and|(h

white sketches showing what

with parts of [ inight have been the sight-line of | the
cockpits of the two!
(20 eraft. He said the drawings were|
L€ hased on assumptions that !hu:\\‘

crews in

on Sugar Loal Mountan.

Howard L. Flohra of Fairfax,|lots may give read-backs on in-
Va., chief of the FAA's airspace|structions if they desire or the
The report continued: **The |human factors branch of NTSB's! and procedures branch cleared|individual air traffic controller
Safely,|up the matter by saying flatly|may ask for a read-back from
at there is no regulation that|a pilot,

requires a pilot to comply with
instrument  flight
departure procedure.

rules' agency has not

[t make the procedure manda-
It was explained by other|tory because it would add to
itnesses that the procedure as|the communications load of air

current FAA policy is thal pi-|

Martin said that so far his
taken sleps

! Boeing 727 jet was climbing andlapplied to Asheville Airport was traffic controllers.

| the Ce
labove the larger plane.

the
report that the small plane first
struck the lower portion of the
|jet's nose.

| In his presentation Doyle

I
a

that the two airceraft  crews

terrain features,

the mountainous terrain.

An attorney for the Aircraflt
Owners and Pilots Assn., John S.
Yodice of Washington, D. C.,

the FAA's air controllers should

ssna was descending from|an  advisory to insure pilots| Francis H. McAdams, chair-
| cleared
: ; ; 5 g e vever, these assumptions| However, in no case could|auiry, denied a request bv al-

volved did not divulge any in-19 collision, tes A | However, Im ‘ ) no ca . a_reques
& testified for about| g, y0q'1g be in contradiction to planes depart with a clearance|forney John 8. Yodice of Wash-

structure  group’s  factual of under 4,100 feet because of|ington, D. C., who asked that

man of the NTSB board of in-

a group he represents he al-
lowed bring in a special wit-
ness Wednesday.

Yodice, renresenting the Air-

ssigned certain periods of time [suggested in his questioning that [eraft Qwners and Pilofs Assn.

aid his group wanted to pre-
expert  wilness  who

cach other al the prevailing four repeat back instructions when'would testify that air fraffic

mile weather visibility,

An extensive amount of ques-
tioning  centered  around  the
departure procedure existing at
Asheville  Airport  under

such conditions July 19,

Testimony indicated that the|

mont jetliner waiting on the usual departure procedure under the I
{he | ground lo take off to the south such conditions is for the plane operations and procedures
aled the @nd a sccond section of the Pied- to take off {o the south on aV

course of 162 degrees and con-
/tinue to the Broad River r

airport. When the plane reaches
an altitude of 5,000 feet mean
sea level it may continue to
‘climb on course alter reaching
the beacon.

There was an implication in
hearing testimony that the Pied-
mont Jetliner started its furn
\ before he got to the Broad River
beacon.

Watk'n: said that a minute
after the jet took off, it was ad-
vised by Asheville tower it could
proceed unrestricted to the VOR

October 11, 1967 Citizen, Page 8
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adio| L :
airport has only one runway and [beacon 11.2 miles south of the|PAck™ clearances they receive

[they are amended to make sure
they are understood.

The hearing went into a four-
hour night  session  Tuesday

[to seven witnesses during the
long day,

I'AA's air (raffic control
di-
ision, was queried as to wheth-
|er the FFAA may cne day re-
|qui1‘e aireraft pilots lo *“read

from airport towers for entry
linto new areas, lake-olfs, etec.
This would presumably elim-
inate  misunderstandings  and
confusion.

The issue was raised earlier
in a discussion about whether
the Cessna pilot should have
heen required o read back his

amended  landing  approach
c'earance.
Martin reolied that  “‘we're

still considering it’
rend-hacks).
Hawever,

(reruiring

he added that the

controller involved in the Julx
mid-air collision had not been
following nrovisions of the Air
ITraffic . Control  Procedures

in- which featured two more wil-[Manual, which is (he internal
of strument flight conditions. The nesses. In all the NTSB listened | working manual for the AA.
Piedmont jetliner took off under

Yedice observed that his wit-
ness would testify in light of

Robert W. Martin, chief of numerous FAA personnel wha

{testified that the controllers had
|eomplied with the manual pro-
[cedures.

| However, MeAdams said he
was denying the request be-
cause the AOPA’s expert wit-!
iness could offer no “factual in-
[formation™ cn the July mid-air
|collision, McAdams  said  the !

NTSB is capable of makjng ils
own analysis and arriving at
Lhe cause of the accident.

Officials of Lanseair Inc. of
Springfield, Mo. which con-
trolled the small plane in-
volved in the collision, jui!wd
in the request that was denied.

The hearing will reconvene at
8:15 a. m. Wednesday at Grove
Park Inn, Three more witnesses
are to be heard on the final day
of the proceedings.



Slim Chance Arises
Novice Flying Cessna

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Staff Writer

A weird possibility that a pilot
with little training in multi-

engine planes was at the helm of

a twin-engine Cessna which/
smashed into a commercial

jetliner last summer was ex-
plored at an air crash hearing
here Wednesday.

Some slim basis for the
possibility came from witnesses
who supplied data indicating
Cessna pilot J. David Addison of
Springfield, Mo. may have been|
allowing two passengers to take
turns in the pilot’s seat during a
July 18-19 flight from Springfield
to Asheville, via Charlotte,

The passengers in the Cessna,
owned Dy an insurance manage-

ment firm, Lanseair of Spr-/¢©
ingfield. wore Ralph [ (Biven by pcr'sonncl at the
Reynolds, vice president fUl.]Charlntlc Airport, where the

claims at Lanseair who did not |
hold a pilot certificate;

Robert E. Anderson, another|

Cessna
and Asheville.

I
An “operation group” of the!

Lanscair employe who held a
private pilot certificate rated for
single engine aircraft only.

The question of who was
really piloting the Cessna July
19 at 12:01 p.m. and 18 seconds
when it strayed off assigned
course and plowed into a Pied-
mont jetliner was raised in
witness interrogation on the fi-

nal day of the crash hearing at
Grove Park Inn.

No conclusion could be reach-
ed because the three men on the
Cessna and the 79 persons

‘aboard the Piedmont Boeing 727 |

all perished as the mass of
wreckage plunged to earth eight
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stopped enroute t o|

National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) said in an official
report that two witnesses at the
Charlotte Airport had identified
photographs of Reynolds, the
non-pilot, as the member of the
trio who sat in the left front
seat normally occupied by the

—Turn To Page Three

‘miles southeast of Asheville|
Airport. J

' What spurred the questioning|
along this line were statements



Slim Chance Arises That Novice Flying Cessna

—Continued from Page One ({0 the north beacon as a|several months.

pilot |preliminary to landing, Instead,

The identification of Reynolds
came from R, 8. Cochran,

with the jetliner which had just|within

The agency is expected to
the Cessna apparently headed |issue a “summary of facls”
for the south beacon and collided | brought out by the hearing here | collision-bound Piedmont jetliner | passengers.

10 days, according Lo was some 27 minutes late here), | “Our normal procedure,” ad-

_Mked whether Piedmont erew inside the cockpit when the
pilols are under pressure o cockpit door is open and the ac-
as‘konp their flights on time (the tivity is visible to the

general manager of Cannon Eix-{jpyap oy’ Francis 1. MeAdams, chairman | Capt Tadlock replied that the ded Tadlock, “is that the crew

T Marmmine arm - . . 3 5

ecutive Terminal, and Furman| ey its instructions tie of the inguiry hoard.
said
Owners

Burt, the “line boy” who refuel-|Asheyille Tower first told the
ed the aircraft.

'small plane to go to the soutn|Aircraft

\airline’s manual calls for “'safe-|goes with the ‘no  smoking’

)’7 helty first — passengers second,”  sign.”
Pilots|  Altorneys  queried  Tadlock  Altorneys elicited information

The operation group report did beacon — then immediately cor-|Assn. (AOPA), which includes aboul the “last words” con- from Tadlock that because of

not indicate at what point Coch- jrected this and ordered the craft|privite plane pilols, be versation  recorded in the certain mechanical checks and
ran and _Bul‘t took Reynolds to/to the porth beacon, alEuwugI have critical | jetliner's cockpit by a  voice other take-off duties that have to
he the pilot. | An official NTSB report|analysis of methods employed recorder  which was later be performed in the cockpit, it's

The report quoted Cochran as\\l'l'i(*used Wednesday showed thal by air traffic controllers made a fiil\‘:ngp:l from the wreckaze. not possible to have *“‘a pair of
saying, “Reynolds appeared to when the Cessna’s ADIF receiver parl of {he hearing record, An Fj‘lt' conversation indicated the eyes looking out every second”
be the man who I thought was|was recovered from  Lhe altorney for AOPA said eariier pilot, co-pilot and flight engineer for other aircraft,

the pilot since I thought he was | Wreckage it was tuned to che|thal the agency has an expert)
on the phone to the Flight|frequency of the south beacon, | Who does not believe the air con-
Service Station (which supplies known as the Broad Rivm-‘tl‘ullers

weather and other data for|Beacon,

the men manning before the collision,
aip " IR . Tul % T ” P o
airport towers and giving in-| Tadlock said the airline has a except “the normal vigilance

were talking abeut a cigarette  Tadlock  said  his  airline's
fire in the cantain's ashtray just operating  manual  does  not
preseribe a method of look-out

pilots). . .” Rhioads testified hat Addison [Structions to aireraft — are policy that bars smoking by the required of a pilot.”

. TS 0 |
th::h“llm}::ldoifhehri\srs:?ecgt;l(])élg)ti(gzLs“'"mo“ in flying mulli-engine N
Reynolds occupied the pilot's)
seat and the man in the rigit
front seat (that of the co-pilot)
was  Addison, Burt later ap-

Rhoads was asked if one of the

board of inquiry from NTSB. He flhu NTSB pancl that he himscli |procedures,
Tadlock said he felt it wouid
“advisable”

vepealed his statement. {had  instrueted  Anderson  on

TRenewed questioning on the noints of flying the twin-engine|be

was lo give Anderson more in-| Tidlock

Federal

had been giving Anderson in- following procedures spelled out |
Aviation
aireraft before the trio  lelt | Administration’s Air Traffic
Springfield for the flight here. | Contro! Procedures Manual,

A witness for
|purposes of the Asheville trip|Alrlines — Cupt. Warren 0

Piecdmont

) . Winston-Salem.
peared as a witness al me.u”ec'lsll'uclinn. Rhoads replied that |director of flight operations —
day hearing conducted herc by aly. qiq not know. Rhoads told |descrived the airiines’ operating

airport

issue arose Wednesday as Mil- Cessna on lwo occasions and [towers to advise commercial
ton B. Rhoads of Springficld. [tad flown with him a total of laircrafl of other air traffic In

Mo., chief pilot for Lanseair. 10 (o 12 howrs with Anderson | their vicinity,
(Testimony al the hearing said
Ithat the Asheville Airport towe.

took the witness stand. gelling instruction and carlier|
Rhoads said he had listened o | zcting as co-pilot,

recorded tapes of radio con- Rhoads said his instruction of did not advise the Piedmont
versation between the Cessna Apderson oczcurred (wo aﬂd'i‘- jetliner or the Cessna of each
aircraft and Charlotte tower as palf to three weeks before the other's presence July 19 because

it taxied out to begin its fatal Jyly 19 collision.
flight to Asheville.

. Ithe air controller had a radio
Another aspect of the Lanseair conlirmation from the Cessna

The person who made the gperation was brought out by'thal it was [lying toward the

radio transmissions from the Rhoads.

Cessna as it taxied, said Rhoads e testified that he had only jet’s flight path.)

was Anderson. ‘had his job with Lanseair ahout
But a later recording of radio 10 months and that when he|
conversation made as the reporled to work, a backlog of|
Cessna flew over the Asheville revisions to “approach plates”
VOR, a radio navigation aid 15 held by the firm had &c-
miles east of Hendersonville. cumulated. |
showed Addison was making tbe  Approach plates are paper
transmissions, according 1o charts listing radio navigation |
Rhoads. aids, headings and other data
Addison, 48, had logged 10,000 for airports about the country. |
hours as pilot-inccommand and (There zre cight different ap-/
held a commercial pilot’s license proach charts  for  Ashevile
rated for single and multi-engine 'Airport.) ‘
aircraft. He was also qualified! Rhoads said he delegated the
as an instructor. job of revising Lanseaii’s &p-
Rhoads pointed out that the proach plates to Anderson and
Cessna had dual controls and thal the revisions were turned
the space between the pilol and 'over to tie latter about 10 days
co-nilot’s seat was only “about  before the collision. Rhoads said
a fool.” He said the aireraflt in- Anderson spent {wo or three
strument disls can be seen from davs making the revisions.
hoth seats. Testimony introduced at the
1t was explained that the NTSB hcaring said an in-
microvhone for the Cessna’s strument approach plate torn in
radio transmitler was accessible hall was among papers found in
from either the pilot or co-pilot’s ‘wreckage of the Cessna. The
scat, whereas the occupant of plate for Asheville Airport,
the rear seat would have dif-/dated July 17, 1964, was deserib-
ficulty using the microphone, ed as “not current.” |
Rhoads acknowledged that a  However, there was no in-f
person sitting in the right (co- dication whether this plate was|
pilot) seat of the Cessna would the one the pilot had been refer-|
have trouble tuning the plane’s ring to at the time.
ADF (Automatic Direction The three-day hearing was
Finder) receiver properly. taken un with questioning of 201
The receiver picks up signals wilnesses.
from radio navigation aids, such  The session ended Wednesday |
as the (wo beacons al Asheville and the board of inquiry went
Airport — one north and one back to Washington. The full
south  of the facility. The NTSB will issue a final report|
Asheville  Airport Tower in- pin-peinting the probable cause |
structed the Cessna to proceed of the mid-air  collision in!

north beacon and away from the
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Another
Crash Suit
Filed Here

A suit has been filed in U. S.
District Court here on behalf of
one of the victims of the 1967
Hendersonville air tragedy. It
asks for more than $1 million
in damages.

Winifred M. Stephens, execu-
trix of the estate of Rudolph
Stephens asks $1 million from
the United States, alleging neg-
ligence on the part of Federal
Aviation Agency aircraft con-
trollers at the Asheville Airport.

An amount in excess of $10,000
has been asked from Rapidair
Inc. and Lanseair Inc. of Mis-
souri, operators of the private
aircraft which collided with a
Piedmont airliner.

Stephens was flying from
Tampa, Fla., to Roanoke, Va.
More than 65 suits have now
been filed in federal court here
and in state courts over the
accident, which killed 82 people.

October 16, 1967 Citizen, Page 15
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Special charters awards were
presented to James O. Taylor,

R. N., who was praised for his

individual efforts following

the

crash here July 19 of a Pied-
mont jet and private air crash.

Henderson County Red Cross article excerpt, October 25, 1967 Citizen, Pagé 22

Second Suit Filed In Jetliner Crash

Charges that the crew of a
Piedmont Airlines jet which
collided with a smaller twin-
engine aircraft here were negli-
gent by failing to keep a proper
lookout were cited in a new
$800,000 damage suit filed Fri-
day in U. S. District Court.

The lawsuit — second to be
filed as an outgrowth of a mid-
air collision July 19 that took
82 lives — was brought in the
Asheville court by the estate of
a pasenger on the jetliner.

Named as defendants in the
suit are Piedmont Aviation Inc.,
of North Carolina, operator of
an airliner which was hit soon
after takeoff from Asheville
Airport, and Lanseair Inc., of
Missouri, owners of the twin-
engine executive - type plane
which struck the larger craft.

The suit was brought by Leon-
ard G. Wright, executor of the
estate of Thomas Wells Holt
Jr.. 52. of Jacksonville, Fla.,
who was a passenger on the
airliner.

The suit is the second to be

filed since the
first was filed in the federal
court here Oct. 2 and seeks
damages totaling $1 million
from the same defendants and
another Missouri firm called
Rapidair Inc.

The new suit makes several
specific allegations not included
in the previous one.

The instrument flight plan
filed by Piedmont for Flight 22
was a ‘‘short cut routing which
was not on a federal airway
and not along a direct course
between  navigational  aids”,
the suit declares, and did not
meet standzrds of safety and
goad practice.

The crew of Flight 22, the
suit alleges, “after having re-
ceived zn (instrument) clear-
ance failed to comply with it by
maintaining a runway heading
until an altitude of 5,000 feet
was achieved, and turned from
the runway heading instead
“after having achieved an alti-
tude of approximately 4.200
feet.”

tragedy. The,

Other cha_rges against Pied-| Charges against Lanseair in-
{naﬂt are I”SP the B"‘f‘t“% 72'{ cluded in Friday's suit were that
jetliner was being operated ‘‘at : . “ "
a speed and in a manner great- the p_llat falyed to “read back
prudent under the conditions ex- given him by the Asheville ap-
isting, that the flight crew fail- proach control, that the crew of
ed to maintain a proper look- the small plane (three men
out for other aircraft in the vi—‘]were aboard) failed to familiar-
cinity, and that ‘“‘the fhgh't crew|jze themselves with the proper
membe_rs were attempting to navigational charts pertaining
extinguish an ashtry fire in the to the Asheville area, and failed
c-_ockpu al a time when the to adhere to the control tower’s
Cessna 310 aircraft could have instructions regarding landing
been seen and avoided.” procedure.

November 4, 1967 Citizen, Page 5
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Hendersonville Crash Damage Suit

Piedmont Levels Negligence Charge

By LAURENS IRBY
Citizen Staff Writer
Piedmont Airlines of Winston-
Salem says in an answer to a
$1 million damage suit filed
against it that negligence of
federal emploves at the Ashe-
ville Airport tower was one of
the causes or the sole cause of
a midair collision here July 19

that took 82 lives.

The firm, which operated a
Boeing 727 jetliner involved in
the crash with a small twin-
engine private plane, asked U.

S. District Court in Asheville to
dismiss the suit against it.

The airline went further and
filed a “third party complaint™
against the U. S. government
under the Federal Tort Claims
Act. It demanded that the fed-
eral government be required to
pay all damages which may be
assessed against the airline in
the $1 million lawsuit.

The answer and third party

complaint were filed here F"i'fcontended that U. S. District

dayv, a check of federal court
records showed Monday.

Meanwhile, the other two de-|

fendants in the $1 million law-
suit — Lanseair Inc., an in-
surance firm, and Rapidair Inc.,
hoth of Springfield, Mo.—filed
motions in federal court to have

the lawsuit against them dis-
missed. Lanseair owned the
smaller plane involved in the
crash, while Rapidair had an
arrangement to supply pilots for
Lanseair’s aircraft.

Attorneys for the two firms

Court here had not acquired
jurisdiction over them because
summonses in the case had

100

been
| them.

improperly  served
They said the papers
were served on them through
' N. C. Secretary of State Thad
'Eure and that this was im-
proper.

on

A hearing on the motions is
expected after the first of the
veal
| The ariline contended in its
| “third party complaint” that
FAA emploves at the Asheville
Airport control tower ‘‘negli-
igunlly directed” the private
I —Turn To Page Two



‘ Negligence Charge Filed ‘

—Continued From Page One

plane, a Cessna 310 carrying
three men, on its approach to
Asheville Airport and ‘“negli-
gently failed” to maintain sep-
aration between the incoming
Cessna and the Piedmont jet-
liner which had just taken off
on a flight to Roanoke, Va. and
Washington.

As a result, charged the third
the Cessna|

party complaint,
and Piedmont jet collided, re-
sulting in the death of 82 per-
sons including  Herbert
Krauel, 52-vear-old vice presi-
dent of the food brokerage
firm of Drake and Daye of
Miami, Fla. Krauel was a pas-
senger on the jetliner.

Krauel's widow, Mrs. Jo K.

IJ--

| fendants,

Krauel of Miami, filed the §1
million damage suit here Oct.
2 against Piedmont Aviation
Inc.; Lanseair Inc. and Rapid-
air Ine.

The Krauel lawsuit accused
the three defendants of negli-
gence in connection with the
crash.

Among other things, the Pied-
mont Airlines jet crew was ac-
cused of failing to maintain a

proper lookout for other .ln(mlt‘

prior to the collision,
In its answer to the lawsuit, |

Piedmont denied all allegalions

of negilgence on ils part.
However, the airline
tended that the other

con-
two de-|
Lanseair and Rapid-
air, “were guilly of the negli-
gent acts” mainlaining and-or|
controlling said aircraft (lhe:
Cessna 310) with respect to its!
piloting, maintenance, super-
vision and-or navigation pro-|
cedures. . ." :

Testimony and data entered
into the record at a public hear-|
ing on the erash last month
showed that an air traffic con-|
troller at Asheville Airport told |
the small plane to proceed to|
a radio beacon 11.2 miles snuth[
of the airport as a preliminary
to landing. But the controller
immediately amended these in-
structions so that the smalll

‘plane would have to proceed lo

a radio beacon 6.2 miles west-|
northwest of the airport bc[utcl
landing. The smaller plane
acknowledged receipt of the di-
rections. However, the pilot of
the smaller craft did not *read,
back’ the instructions and it
was never brought out in the|
testimony whether the pilot uu--
derstood” them.

Testimony
that once

shuwedl
Cessna pilot|

further
the

rogered for the landing instruc-
tions, the Asheville tower re-
moved a restriction on the Pied-
mont jetliner, which had just
taken off and been told to pro-
ceed to the radio beacon south
of the airport and keep to 5,000
feet altitude. However the tower
lifted this restriction on the jet
once it had received radiced
‘word that the Cessna was sup-
posedly headed toward the
north beacon.

The jet then began a turn to
the east before reaching 5,000
altitude and the small beacon
and collided with the small
plane about eight miles south-
cast of Asheville Airport.

November 14, 1967 Citizen, Pages 1 & 2
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Piedmont
Answers

2nd Suit

Piedmont Airlines of Winston-"
Salem — in an answer to an ]
$600,000 damage suit — has ¢
denied allegations of negligence |,
in connection with a July 19
mid-air collision here. F

Eighty-two persons died in|
the collision of a Piedmont Boe- |
ing 727 jetliner and a small|
private twin-engine plane eight
miles southeast of Asheville'
Airport.

The airline’s answer to the
suit, brought by the executor
for the estate of Thomas Wells
Holt Jr., 52, of Jacksonville,
Fla., a passenger on the air-
lmer was filed Monday in U. S '
' District Court.
| The answer was similar to
\that fied by Piedmont in a $1
'million damage suit brought
by the widow of another victim, | :
Herbert J. Krauel, 52, of Miami,
who was a passenger on the
jetliner. ]

In both suits, Piedmont filed a |
third party complamt agamst
the U. S. government, allegmg!

that employes of the I‘ederal1
‘Aviation Administration man-|
‘ning the Asheville Airport tow-|
‘er were negligent by fallmgL
'to maintain proper separatlon
between the two planes pl‘lOI‘|
to the collision.

The airline asked that the‘
1. S. government be required
fo pay all damages whlch\

||might be adjudged against

Piedmont in the Holt and Krau-
(el lawsuits,

November 29, 1967 Asheville Citizen, Page 20
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Suits For More Than $4.5 Million
Filed In Hendersonville Air Crash

HENDERSONVILLE — Suits,to the office of Clerk of Superior |sult therof, the flight crew mem-

|

asking a total of $4,650,000 for
the estates of seven persons
killed in the air crash near
here last July have been filed
in Henderson County Superior
Court.

Piedmont Aviation Inc. of Win-
ston-Salem and Lansair Inc. of
Missouri were named as co-
defendants in each of the seven
new suits filed Tuesday.

Two suits seeking a total of
$1,800,000 have previously been
filed in U. S. District Court in
Asheville, both alsp naming
Piedmont and Lansair as de-
fendants.

The midair crash of a Pied-
mont jet and a twin -engine
Cessna claimed the lives of+ 81
\persons near Asheville Airport
in the vicinity of Hendersonville
last July 19. .

There were 78 persons in the
jet, and three in the executive-
type craft owned by Lansair,

Each of the new suitls was
filed by Jefferson H. Bruton of
the Hendersonville law firm of
Crowell and Crowell, according

iclearance given them by Ashe-
strator of the estates, filed on|cockpil at a time when the Cess- Asheville Radio Beacon."”
Listed with their home towns ercise of due diligence.” 'tamiliarize themselves with the
the suits are on behalf of the Lansair contend that on the 0| scheyille Airport and failed to
Ga., §750,000; James Berrienv| back the ‘air traffic control al charls."_
THE ASHEVILLE CITIZEN, Friday, Dec. 22, 1967 17
Ala., $750,000. ‘
liams, Richmond, W. Va., $600,-
Joan Suzanne Below, Engle-
filed earlier in Asheville, allege
The suits contend the Pied-
craft.”
ing ‘“‘during or shortly after take-

Court J, Seldon Osteen. \bers were attempting to extin- ville Ap]')ruuch Cuntr.ol when the
Bruton is named as admini-|guish an ashtray fire in the Cessna 310 was cleared to the
behalf of seven out-of-state pas- na 310 aircraft could have bheen The suits also contend that
sengers of the ill-fated jet. seen and avoided by the ex- (1. Cessna pilots “failed to
and the amount sought jointly| - ati erning | |
from Piedmont and Lansair, [ e, “hcboons  COMOI 8 linstrument approach to _the
estates of the following: .casion in question, ‘“the pilots|keep themselves properly ad-
Crancie L. Geiger, Albany, of the Cessna 310 failed to read vised of appropriate navigation-
Chidsey, Rome, Ga., $750,000; |
Thomas R. Bolton, Huntsville,
Roger Wayne Little, Roanvoke,
Va., $900,000; Ronald Hare Wil-
000; Bowdre P, MacKendree Jr.,
Albany, Ga., $500,000; and Miss
wood, Cal,, $400,000.
The new suits, like the two
several instances of neglience on
the part of crews of both planes.
mont crew ‘‘failed to maintain
a proper lookout for other air-
They also contend members of
the Piedmont crew were smok-
off, contrary to prudent safe
operating practice, and as a re-
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Quoting the city’s Director of Aviation, Kenneth G. Dacy, a January 12, 1968 Citizen article entitled
“Air Travel Sets Record Here in *67” stated in part . . .

Pied-
mont boarded 46,055 passengers
on a total of 5,618 flights, Unit-
ed boarded 45,905 passenges on
3,146 flights and Delta boarded
9,216 passengers on 354 flights. |

Last year's 101,176 pasengers
compares with 24,956 persons
who boarded planes in 1960, the
final year the old Asheville-Hen-
dersonville Airport was in oper-
ation, Dacy said. A total of 40,
257 passengers boarded planes
in 1961, Asheville Airport’s first
year.

During 1967, Dacy also report-
ed, there was a total of 100,700
flight operations at Asheville
Airport, including commercial,
military and private planes.
That was an increase of 31,793
flights over 1966.

The 1967 total included 20,135
commercial take-offs and land-
ings, 904 military operations,
35,491 take-offs and landings by
itinerant private planes and 44,-
158 operations by locally-based
private planes.

Portion of a Chamber of Commerce article from the January 17, 1968 Citizen, mentioning
Executive Vice-President Richard K. Degenhardt.

Following the crash of the
Boeing 727 over Hen-
dersonville, the Chamber
pushed Asheville’s case for the
installation of radar facilities
at the Asheville Airport.

Degenhardt and Congress-
man Roy A. Taylor gained
verbal agreement from Da-
vid D. Thomas, deputy ad-
ministrator of the Federal
Aviation Agency, that
Asheville’s radar needs were
of high priority once radar in-
stallation funds became
available in the agency’s 1969
budget.
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$300.000 Suit
Filed In

Jetliner Crash

CHICAGO (AP)— The widow
of a North Carolina business
man, one of 79 victims of an
airplane crash, sued in Circuit
Court Thursday for $300,000
damages.

Mrs. Thelma H. Bubb, 49, of
Hendersonville, N.C., lost her
husband, Grant, 62, in a crash
shortly after takeoff from the
Asheville, N.C., airport July 19,
1967.

Her suit named Piedmont Av-
iation Inc., and Associated Avi-
ation Underwriters, insurer o f
the plane. The suit alleged the
jet aircraft was operated negli-
gently and dangerously and
without proper inspection.

One of the other passengers
who perished in the crash was
John T. McNaughton of Pekin,
I1l., newly appointed secretary
of the Navy. The air liner was
en route to Washington.

Bubb's other survivors include
a daughter, Susan.

The Bubb home is at 202
Browning Road, Hendersonville,
N.C.

The suit was filed in the Cir-
cuit Court in Chicago, the com-
plaint stated, because both de-
fendants conduct business in
Illinois and Piedmont used air-
ports in the state.

~ January 19, 1968 Citizen, Page 20
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Comeback

Last July 19, about two and a half hours after that Pied-
mont Jetliner crashed near Hendersonville, killing 82 per-
sons, Harold Clement of Enka, a lineman for Southern Bell,
climbed a telephone pole at the corner of Belleaire and
Blue Ridge in West Asheville,

He was looking for trouble.
Little did he know how much he
would find,

His head was 19 feet off the
ground — the distance was later
measured—and he was secuvely
belted around the pole when he
lifted the lid off a terminal box
and discovered a swarm of bees
inside.

Gingerly he replaced the lid
oy and unbuckled his safety belt,

i preparing to descend. Then light-
BOB TERRELL  ning struck in the form of a half
dozen bees which rose out of the terminal box and flared
oul across at him.
Automatically, Clement released his grip on a climbing
spike—forgetting he was no longer belted to the pole—and
_5wiped at the bees.
He fell, flinging out his right arm to break the fall.
The impact of his landing on the concrete street shatter-
ed the wrist end of the radius—the large bone in the fore-
arm—into three pieces.

Ambidextr ous Bowler

During the five week's Clement’s arm was in a cast, a
question kept nagging him: Will 1 ever be able to howl
again? He was a high average bowler, in the 180, and he
loved the game. His ambition was to become a professional.

He consulted his physician, who advised him, It might
be wise to learn to bowl lefthanded.” So he did. With his
right arm in the cast. he began to bowl lefthanded and soon
was clicking along with a 145 average.

When the cast was removed. Clement discovered thal his
wrist was stiff. He can move it side 1o side and dip his hand
forward. but it won't bend backward.

Three weeks after the cast came off Clement tried a
game with a 13-pound ball—and ta his relief found that he
could still bow] righthanded.

Gradually he built strength back inlo the arm, and his
scores grew toward the high average he once carried. To
his relief. he found that the locked wrist was a he!p.

1 have good use of the hand,” he said, “except in some-
thing like trying to pick a penny off the floor. I just can't
bend my hand back far encugh to get it,

“I only have about half the grip I had before the acci-
dent, and the speed of my ball has slowed, but I get more
action. I used to be able to throw a ball through a brick
wall. T don't do that anymore. I get more break. I think
I already am a better bowler for it.”

A Man Of Determination

Currently, Clement bowls in three leagues. He carries an
average in the 180s in the Monday night Singles League and
Mountain City Handicap League, both at Sky Lanes, and in
the fast WNC Traveling League, the fastest winter scratch
circuit in the area, his average has grown to 191.

Since the accident, Clement rolled the first 70 series
of his seven-year career, scoring 718 at Midway Lanes
near Canton on a line of 196-279-243. The 279 was a carcer
high game and the 718 was the highest 1967-68 WNC Assoria-
tion series to date.

His bowling style isn't the only thing the accident affect-
ed. While his arm was encased. Clement had lo learn o eat
lefthanded and perform other chores from the south side.

“About the only thing I do righthanded anymore,” he
said, “is shave, bowl and write my name. 1 was always a
little ambidextrous.”

Clement took to bowling from the start. He was 20 when
he began and his first year average was 144. Next year he
jumped to 170 and the third year to 181. He has bowled on
that level since.

“I'm aiming to become a 200 bowler,” he said. “It'l} take
a few more years. I know, but I think I can make it.”

He is married_and the father of three, and has a good
job with the telephone company.

He also has determination.

1 had ambitions of being a pro,” he said, “and I would
still like to be.”

If that accident didn't deter him, what then?

January 28, 1968 Citizen, Page 12
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Broken Records Prove It

Asheville Airport A Modern

By BRUCE GOURLAY

Citizen-Times Staff Writer

How many planes do you
think land and take-off on an
average day at Asheviile
Airport?

Twenty-five? Fifty? A hun-
dred?

You'
ground!

Last year it was slightly
more than 275 a day. And not

still not even off the

many airports the size of
Asheville’s can make that
statement.

Total operations in and out
of Asheville Airport added up
to a whopping 100,694 during
1967, an increase of 317 per
cent over 1966’s 68907, ac-
cording to Kenneth G. Dacy,
cily director of aviation.

The figures represent, in
part, soaring interest in pri-
vate flying.

They also point to growth n
Asheville operations of Pied-
mont, United and Della 1ir
lines, which last year schedul-
ed 9,381 flights at the airport.

All in all, Asheville Airport,
which was opened seven years
ago this month, is widely
heralded as one of Western
North Carolina’s greatest suc-
cess stories of the decade.

A month ago, the airport
celebrated a milestone which
even the most optimistic
observers would have thought
unattainable when the airport
was put in service Jan. 15,
1961.

Passenger No. 100,000 of ihe
year hoarded a Piedmont jet
Dec. 28 and for the first time

the number of enplaned
passengers during a year
reached into six figures.

By year's end, 101,178
passengers had boarded
planes at Asheville Airport, a
handsome 15.5 per cent hike
over 1966's 85,423.

In 1960, the old Asheville-
Hendersonville Airport’s final
year, a ftotal of 24,956
passengers enplaned at
Asheville. Asheville Airport, in
its first year of operation,
boarded 40,257 passengers.

Of even more significance
has been gains made n
reliability of service.

Last year, for instance, of
9,381 flights scheduled by
Piedmont, United and Delta,
only 263 were canceled due fo
wealher, mechanical trouble
or other reasons.

By conirast, during
A sheville-Hendersonville
Airport’s final year, 702 of
4,790 scheduled flights didn't
operate.

Of the 263 flights that were
canceled last year, 2arly
morning fog was the chief
{roublemaker, Dacy pointed
out. Two carly morning Pied-
mont flights, one due at 7:13
a. m. and the other at 8:20 a.
m. occasionally were unable
{0 land.

But after these carly morn-
ing hours, the airport's record
is close to perfect. For in-
stance, Delta's lone daily

flight from Chicago and back
operates at mid-day, and it
didn't miss a flight because of
the weather all last year.

The flight schedule a:
Asheville Airport al present is
good (there are currently 28
flights daily with a seating
capacity of 1,414). Beginning
Feb. 1 will be even better.

On Thursday, Feb. 1, Pied-
mont will add three flights to
its schedule, bringing to 21
its number of daily flights in
and out of Asheville.

Piedmont is expecting big
things with the addition of
flights 291 and 292, which will
provide new direct service to
Nashville and Memphis, ac-
cording to Merrill Oxley, Pied-
mont lead agent.

Oxley said Flight No. 291
will originate at Norfolk at
7:20 a. m. and arrive here al
9:50 a. m. after stops at Rich-
mond and Roanoke, It will
depart here at 10 a. m. and
arrive 70 minutes later iat
10:10 a. m. CST) in Nashville.
The flight will terminate in
Memphis at 11:23 a. m. CST.

Flight No. 292, meanwhile,
will originate in Memphis at
12:25 p. m. CST and ve
here via Nashville at 3:40 p.
m. It will depart from
Asheville at 3:52 p. m. and go
on to Roanoke and Richmond
before ending at Norfolk at
6:11 p. m.

The flight, Oxley pointed
out, will be of “tremendous
value” to persons attending
religious assemblies at Ridge-
crest and Montreat, many of
whom come annually from
Nashville and Memphis.

Also starting Thursday,
Piedmont Flight No. 400, on

it %
Figures Showing Growth For Asheville Municipal Airport
From 1960 Through 1967
ENPLANED POUNDS  POUNDS ~ POUNDS SCHEDULED FLIGHTS
YEAR  PASSENGERS MAIL  EXPRESS FREIGHT FLIGHTS —MISSED*
1960° 50,063 141,671 4,790 702
1961 70,260 251,852 6,031 402
1962 108,973 411434 7.666 18
1963 173,222 138,083 530,277 8.213 182
1964 210,332 203,032 636,507 8,410 240
1965 244,200 214,444 1013758 8,532 18
1966 326,349 286,245 1,132,421 9,062 405+
1967 101,176 127,028 263.421 1,552,926 9,381 263
TOTAL 507,507 1,690,958 1357421 5,690,936 62,184 2,569

Canceled

#0ld Asheville-Hendersonville Airport; new Airport opened Jan. 15, 1961.
Mlights missed were due to any of the following causes:

Missed field (due (o snow, ice, runway work, lighting trouble.)

Weather

Mechanical trouble.
405 flights mi

¥l these
L s S

e rons

g

d, 184 were due to United's strike in July.

, 737 jets, Oxley said

roule from Louisville, Ky., to
Wilmington, N. C. will depart
from Asheville Airport at 12:13
p. m. The flight will arrive in
Wilmington at 2:56 p. m. after
stops at Charlotle and Fay-
elteville.

Throughout the Piedmont
network, Asheville ranks
“about 10th” in terms of
number of passengers and
freight  volume of the 45
airports served by the airline,
Oxley reported.

Asheville, in fact, was a stop
on the first flight ever logged
by a Piedmont planc when the
airline began operations on a
cloudy February day in 1948.
Asheville was the third stop
on the inaugural flight from
Wilmington to Cincinnati.

In the carly days, the DC-3
was the backbone of the Pied-
mont fleet. But last March 15,
Piedmont brought the jet cra
{0 Asheville Airport by in-
froducing the 92-passenger
Boeing 727 jel.

Currently,  Piedmont
carry  Asheville passengers
between Atlanta and New
York, with stops at Tri-Cities,
Tenn., Roanoke and Lynch-
burg, Va., on the northbound
trip, and Charlottesville, Roa-
noke and Winston-Salem on
the southbound swing.

Oxley said Piedmont ex-
pects delivery in May of the
first two of six Boeing 737
Jets, which are on order by the
airline. All six of the {win-
engine jels, which also scat
92 are expected lo be in
service by fall, and Piedmont
has an option on six additional

jels

The 737s are “virtually cer-
tain” to fly through Askeville
15 soon as they are pul in
service, Oxley added.

Asheville Airport is schedul-
ed to see even further im-
provements in Piedmont
equipment during 1968

Piedmont, Oxley said, has
purchased 10 YS-11 aircraft, a
Japanese - made prop- jel
seating 60 passen, The YS-
11 ficet will replace, in part,
the 40-passenger Martin 404
airerafl, now used on 10
flights in and out of Asheville
Airport.

One YS-11 plane has beca
delivered and now is being us-
ed in training exe . Oxley
said. Exact delivery date for
the remaining YS-11s is not
immediately known.

Piedmont has its fingers
crossed that it will be able 10
offer yet another advance at
Asheville Airport during 196!

The Winston-Salem - has-d
airline recently applied for
permission Lo provide flights

=

between Asheville and
Chicago. The application is
pending investigation by the
Civil Acronautics Board
(CAB).

Such a flight, il approved,
would include a stop at Hun-
tington, W. Va., a city not now
linked with Asheville Airport.
It would also stop at Tri-
Cities.

Big things are also being
planned by United Air Lines,
which  boarded 45905
passengers al Asheville
Airport last year.

According to Bill Lineberry,
sales and service manager,
United will be a “full jet
airline” by the end of next
year. That means, he said,
that cach of United's nine dai-
ly flights in and out of
Asheville will be served by
Boeing 737 jets.

Currently, United uses 46-

passenger Viscounts for six
flights and  67-passenger
DC-6Bs  for  three others.

Converting to exclusive use of
737s would almost double total
seals available daily — from
the present 477 to 828.

It may not seem possible,
bul  Asheville is not only
United's biggest city in North
Carolina (ahead of Raleigh-
Durham,  Charlotte aad
Greensboro) but is United's
fourth largest cily in the
airline’s  six-state  Southern
District, according to Lineber-

=

The city ranks behind only
Atlanta, Knoxville and
Huntsville — but ahead of
such key cities as New
Orlean Mobile, Memphis,
Birmingham and Chattanooga.

Lineberry commented: “We
do well here and we're going
to be here for awhile.” He ad-
ded that United’s gains at
Asheville during 1967 “were a
little higher than the national
trend.”

Asheville may have a stake,
he indicated. in an application
before the CAB in whic
United seeks to  begin et
service from Memphis to the
west coast.

I United is successful with
that request. Lincberry
pointed out, the airline “vary
casily may pul one another
flight to connect” the flight
from Memphis westward witn
Asheville.

United is also looking
forward to launching
“Unimatic” within the next

ar, Lineberry sad.

atic,” he said, is a
system  which
will encomp all facets of
air service. Reservations will
be confirmed within in a see-
ond or two, and the system

conipute

Story Of Success

Busy Piece

The runway of Asheville Air-
port, looking northward toward Ashe-
ville, with the terminal building to
the right, is the strip where all the
action takes place. The main runway
is 6,500-feet Jong and 150 feet wide,
and handles with ease Boeing 727

will even furnish pilots with
the best possible flight plans
after analyzing such factors
as the weather

Delta  Air - Lines  affords
Asheville # direct link 1o
Chicago. and  though it

operates only one flight in and
oul of here daily. that sone
flight accomplished the follow-
ing statistics last year.
Roarded 9,216 passengers
and carried out 294,839 pounds

January 28, 1968 Citizen-Times, Page 57
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in 1966.

of freight, 36,748 pounds of ex-
press freight and 2,699 pounds
of mail.

Gifective Oct. 29, a DCOY
Douglas seating 89
passengers, was put in opera-
tion on Delta’s Chicago-
Asheville run, replacing a 67-
passenger DC6.

Herb  Nabors, statlion
manager, reported that the jot
prompted a 13 per cent in-
crease  in - passengers in

Of Pavement

and 737 and Douglas DC 9 jets. The
parallel taxi-way i
400-foot wide and 850-foot long apron
in front of the terminal can serve
five commercial planes simultancous-
ly. The airport was last resurfaced

50 feet wide. A

and December,
with the cor-
months the

November
compared
responding
previous year

‘The plane leaves Chicago at
8 am. CST and arrives in
Asheville at 11:53 a.m  after
stops in Louisville and Knox-
vitte. The return flight departs
Asheville at 12:30 p.m., ar-
riving in Chic via Knox-
ville and Louisville, at 2:30
p.m. CST




WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.
—Piedmont Airlines on Feh-
ruary 1 will begin new direct,
flight service between Mem-
phis and Nashville and 12 im-
portant cities in Virginia and
the Carolinas,

T. H. Davis, president of
Piedmont, said the addition of
the Memrphis and Nashville
routes enlarges the airline’s
route system to approximately
9,000 miles.

I'he new direct service from
both major Tennessee cities
will be to Asheville, Raleigh/
Durham, Greensboro / High
Point and Winston-Salem,
North Carolina; Greenville/
Spartanburg, South Carolina;
and Richmo unokefand
Norfolk, Virgi

According £o
is estimated thaL thd new
Memphis-Nashville route oy
tension will provide gg to
110, 000 addm passengers

by
prop-jets. The airline also
operates Boeing 727 jet equip-
ment along with Martia 404
Pacemalkers.

Soon, Piedmont plans to
begin operation of new 60-
passenger YS-11 prop-jets,
and new 90-passenger Boeing
737 pure jets, The first of the
YS-11's is scheduled for de-
livery in March of this year,
while delivery of the 737's is
expected to begin in June.

Now in its 26th year, Pied-
mont ranks among the top
regional airlines in the nation
and now has 77 cities on its
route system,

IIEI‘E We

NEW YORK
BALTIMORE
i
CINCINNATI n———
STAUNTON
HARRISONBUAG
LOUISVILLE ( CHARLESTON WAYNESBORO
LEXINGTON: .‘ HOT SPRINEE#277 CHARLOTTESVILLE
FRANKFORT BECKLEY RICHMOND
\ ROANDKE
PRINCETON- BLUEFIELD
LONDOH. BLACKSURG.RADFORD LrNcHeuRa  NEWP R
PULASKI NORFOLKY
L
BRISTOL- JOHNSON CITY- KINGSPORT / DARVILLE ELIZABETH CITY
2 . ROCKY MOU
WINSTON SALEM R o
GREENSBORO:
H‘ICKDRY e KNSTONAA Kokt
ASHEVILLE CHARLOTTE GOLDSBORD AMP LEIEUNE
PINEHURST-

&8-400

MOREHEAD CITY-

"FAYETTEVILLE BEAUFORT
(FORT.BRAGG)

SOUTHERN PINES

GREENVILLE-SPARTANBURG
N ABERDEEN

FLORENC WILMINGTON

MYRTLE BEACH
ATLANTA

A new no-change-of-plane flight service to
Memphis and Nashville starts February 1.
Piedmont's modern prop-jets will provide
new direct service to both these important
Tennessee cities from 12 cities in the Caro-
linas and Virginia. Call your travel agent or
Piedmont for reservations or additional
information.

PIEDVIONT
AlIRLINES

arowing service for going pueople
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2 New Suits
Filed In
Jet Crash

HENDERSONVILLE — Law
suits asking a total of $1 million
for the estales of two victims
of the July 19 air crash last
July in which 82 persons per-
ished have been filed in Hen-
derson County Superior Court.

The action was brovght on be-
half of the estates of Michael
Daye of Florida and Webster
L. Benham Jr. of New Mexico
by the law firm of Redden and
Redden and Redden here. C, R.

cuse is acting as administrator
in both cases. A total of $500,00¢
is asked for each estate.

The suits alleged negligence on
the parts of both Piedmont Avi-
alion Inc. and Lanseair Inc.,
owners of the two planes in-
volved.

Piedmont was named as op-
erator of Jet Flight No. 22, in
which both victims were pas-
sengers and Lanseair of Spring-
field, Mo., operator of a Cessna
310,

Piedmont Aviation, the suits
charge, “did not mect the
standards of safety and good
practice required” by filin® a
flight plan direct to the Val-
dese intersection, ‘“‘which pra-
posed flight constituted a short-
cul routing which was not on
the Federal airway and not
along a direct course between
navigational aids or fixes de-
fining the Instrument Flight
Rules route.”

Against Lanseair, the suits
charge the crew of the Cessna
310 with failure fo “read back
the clearance given the plane
by Asheville approach control
when the plane was cleared to
the Asheville radio beam.”

Atlorney M. M. Redden Sr.
said Lanseair has been sum-
moned through North Carolina
Secretary of State Thad Eure
in that the Cessna was prepar-
ing to land at the Asheville Air-
port., He said the service on
Eure had the effect of a sum-
mons served personally on the
Missouri corporation or its agent
in this state.

January 31, 1968 Citizen, Page 11
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$3.5 Million Suits Filed
In July Airliner Deaths

Nearly $3.5 million in damage
suits were filed Monday and
Tuesday in U. S. District Court
here involving three cases of
men Killed in an airliner cash
near Hendersonville last July 19.

The three were passengers on
Piedmont Airlines Flight 22, a
Boeing 727 jet which was hit
by a twin-engine private plane
shortly after takeoff from Ashe-
ville Airport.

Eighty-two persons were kill-
ed in the accident. Seventy-nine
of them were aboard the air-

liner and three were in the pri-
vate plane.
The first suit for damages

was filed here in October, and
a number have been filed since
then.

The largest of the new suits

asks $2 million from Piedmont
Aviation, Inc. and Lanseair
Inc., operator-owner of the Ces-
sna 310,

It was filed on behalf of Mrs.
Doris Lavner Feingerts, widow
of Maurice P. Feingerts, 48, of
New Orleans, La,

The other suils were brought

February 7, 1968 Citizen, Page 13
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by Mrs. Mabel F. Vaughn, wid-
ow of David F. Vaughn, 58, of
Savannah, Ga., who asked
$450,000, and Mrs. Virginia Lee
Lambert, widow of Bud W.
Lambert, 46, of Wichita, Kans.,
who asked damages of $1,001,-
216.85.

All three suits allege various
instances of negligence in oper-
ation of both aircraft. The
charges were identical to those
brought in earlier suits.

The Charlotte law firm of
Warren C. Stack represents the
three claimants,



4 New Suits Filed
In Jetliner Crash

Four suits seeking a total of
$3.350,000 in damages were filed
in U. S. District Coudt here
Wednesday by the estates of
four persons killed In the col-
lision of a jet airliner and a pri-
vate plane near Hendersonville
July 19, 1967.

The suits hold that the Uni-
ted States is liable for the dam-
ages, claiming that Federal
Aviation Agency aircraft con-
trollers in the tower at Ashe-
ville Airport were negligent in
their instructions to the two air-
planes so that they collided
and crashed.

Seventy-nine people were
aboard the Piedmont jet liner
and three in the twin-engine
private plane. There were no
survivors as the smashed planes
fell to earth shortly after noon
and burned.

Suits totaling $6,850,000 have
been filed in local courts on
behalf of passengers in the air-
liner, and other suits have been
filed elsewhere.

Most of the previous suits
have named Piedmont Avia-
tion of North Carolina and Lan-

seair Corporation of Missourd
as defendants. The United
States has been brought into
these also as a third party de-
fendant.

The new suits name only the
Urited States as defendant.

The largest of them asks $1,-
100,000. Mrs. Doris Lavner
Feingerts, widow of Maurice
P. FKeingerts, 48, of New Or-
leans, asks that amount from
the United States. A suit was
filed by her against the two
aircraft operators on Feb. 5,
seeking a total of $2 million.

The other suits filed Wednes-
day were brought by Jefferson
H. Bruton of Hendersonville,
court-appointed administritator
of the estates represented.

Bruton asks $750,000 for the

estate of James Berrien Chids
cey, 39, of Rome, Ga.; $600,000
for the estate of Ronald Hare
Williamson, 32, of Richwood,
W. Va., and $900,000 for the
estate of Roger Wayne Little,
28, of Roanoke, Va.

Warren C. Stack, a Charlotte
attorney, represents the plaine
tiffs in all four suits.

April 25, 1968 Citizen, Page 42
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$75.000 Suit
Is [filed In
Fatal Crash

A suit for $75,000 was filed in
U. S. District Court here Friday
on behalf of a Louisiana wo-
man .who was killed in an air
collision near Hendersonville
July 19, 1967.

J. Wallas Paletov, ancillary
executor for the estate of Mrs.
E!eanor W. Ford, filed the suit
with Clerk of Court Thomas E.
Rhodes naming Piedmont Avia-
tion Inec. of North Carolina and
Lanseair Corporation of Miss-
ouri as defendants,

It is another in a series of
suits filed as a result of the
crash which claimed the lives
of 82 persons. There were 79
persons abroad the Piedmont
jet liner and three in a private
plane owned by Lanseuir.

Suits totaling more than §7
million have been filed in local
courts on behalf of passengers
in the airliner, and other suits
have been filed elsewhere.

Mrs. Ford, who was 62 at the
time of her death, was a resi-
dent of New Orleans, La. She is
survived by three daughters.

Warren C. Stack, a Charlotte
attorney, represents the plain-
tiff in the suit.

Mrs. Ford was a passenger
on Piedmont’s ill-fated Flight
99 July 19 which was hit in the
air bv the twin-engine Cessna
310. The jet had taken off only
three minutes before from
Asheville Airport and the pri-
vate plane was preparing to
land on a flight from Charlotte.

The small plane was out of
the regular landing pattern, ac-
cording to investigators.

July 6, 1968 Citizen, Page 13
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19 Additional Lawsuits

Filed In

A total of $13,750,000 is sought
in 19 additional lawsuits filed
in U. S. District Court here on
behalf of victims of a 1967 air-
lines crash near Hendersonville,

The United States of America

is named in 17 of the suits,
which allege that the crash was
partly caused by the negligence
of controllers in the Asheville
Airport tower operated by the
Federal Aviation Agency.
- Suits brought for the deaths of
John F. McNaughton, 45-year-
old Secretary-Designate of the
Navy, his wife, Sarah 46, and 11-
year-old son, Theodore, total
$5.050,000.

Another suit asks $1.6 million
for the death of William J.
Kerwin Jr., 39, of Montgomery
County, Md., a father of six
surviving children.

Nine of the suits were filed

Airliner Crash

Monday by Charlotte attorney James Boone, 44, of Roanoke,
Warren C. Stack for court-ap-/Va., $650,000; John Wilson Price,
pointed administrator Jefferson 58, of Athens, Ga., $120,000;
H. Bruton of Hendersonville. | Percy Brown Mayo of Virginia,
Several were filed July 18 and $100,000; Mrs. Rachel Strain
19 and the rest Aug. 2. Freeman, 61, of Birmingham,
The suits are among a series Ala., $75,000; Mrs. Eleanor W.
which has been filed since the Ford, 63, of New Orleans,
mid-air collision of a Piedmont $75,000.
jetliner and a private plane near, Gordon H. Lewis, 45, of
Hendersonville on July 19, 1967. |Cordele, Ga., $100,000; Lucinda
Piedmont Aviation of North Griffin Greene, 17, of Granville,
Carolina, Lanseair and Ohio, $200,000; James P.
Rapidair, Missouri firms which|/Farmer, 50 of Radford, Va.,
operated the private plane, were $700,000; James Wilbur Segars,
named defendants in suits for R.|67, of Mobile, Ala., $300,000;
M. Laughlin of Texas and Glen- William G. Cutcliff, 38, of
na Dawn Hablebeck, 11, of Mt. Wichita, Kans.,, $750,000;
Ranier, Md., which seek $750,000 Preston Rice Brown, 47, of Lex-
and $500,000, respectively. ‘ington, Va., $800,000; Alma
Other suits and their amounts/Susan Simpson Brown, 45, same
are for the following: address, $800,000; and Lawrence
Arnold Morgan, 36, of Birm- O. Philliber 60, of Midlothian,
ingham, Ala., $900,000; William Tex., $350,000.

August 15, 1968 Citizen, Page 21
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Pre-Trial Hearing Set

U. S, District Judge Woodrow| The meeting was scheduled;son and Buncombe counties on

W. Jones and Superior Court
Judge Harry C. Martin have
called a Sept. 6 meeting of at-

torneys handling damage suits,
based on a 1967 air iragedy

near Hendersonville..

Purpose of the meeting is to
“attempt to agree on a single
procedure for collecting the nec»
essary information to be used
in all the cases.”

in an order signed by the tw3 behalf of the victims' estates.
judges and filed in the office Some of them ask more than a
of U. S. District Court clerk, mi!lion dollars.
Thomas E. Rhodes. . Named as defendants are
The order explains that most|Piedmont, the operator of the
of the questions and issues of Private plane, Lanseair Corpo-
fact are common to all of ‘he ration of Missouri, and the
cases and orders al least one United States government.
lawyer for eac' party to all o?
the cases to appear in the feder-
al courtroom in the Post Of-|
fice Building at 2 p.m. Sert. 6. |
Eighty-two persons died in|
the mid-air collision of a Pied- |
mont jet airliner and a private |
nlane on July 19 of last vear, |
and numerous suits have been
filead in U.S. District Court and
the Superior Courts of Hender-

August 30, 1968 Citizen, Page 22

September 5, 1968 56-page report of the National Transportation Safety Board:
http://libraryonline.erau.edu/online-full-text/ntsb/aircraft-accident-reports/AAR68-AJ.pdf
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Air Crash Counsels
Agree On Points

Counsel for plaintiffs and accord was established were and a private plane near
defendants in lawsuits involving that all discoveries should be 1londcrsnnwllo‘.l'.rly 19, 1957.

lons. of dollars In claims procured under the federal rules, Most  of the suits  name
i o 4 of civil procedure and that such|Piedmont Aviation of North
emanaling from the tragic 1967 discoveries shall be usable in Carolina, and Lanseair
air crash near Hendersonville|oasos in hoth courts. |Corporation of Missouri as
agreed on two points Friday ina (A giscovery was defined by|defendants. Others also name
pre-trial conference held in the jydge Martin ‘as a procedure of Rapidair, also a Missouri firm,

U. S. District Courtroom.  |ohtaining information ~ which as a defendant, as a co-owner of
The conference was call_ccl_m.ma_v be used in the trial of a the private plane. The suits are
an order signed by U. S. District lawsuit.) based on  allegations of

Judge Woodrow W. Jones and Although an effort was made negligence in the operation of
Superior Court Judge Harry C.ito establish a cutolf date for both aircraft. Still other suits
Martin in an effort to reachiprocuring  discoveries, no/name only the United States as
agreement between attorneys on|stipulations were agreed upon. |defendant, alleging that Federal
a single procedure for collecting| Judge  Martin  said  alAviation Agency aircraft
information to be sued in all of conference has ben called for controllers in the tower at
the cases. Oct. 18 for counsel in suits to be!Asheville Airport were negligent
The two points on which/tried in state court in Henderson|in their instructions to the two
County at which he hoped airplanes.
.lhcy would enter an agreement Some of the attorneys
on the time to be allowed for represent large numbers of
}carr_ving out the discoveries. plaintiffs and Judge Martin said
| Judge Martin said the object that if one set of discoveries can
of the conferences was 1{o be made available for all cases
prevent a duplication of work. represented by one attorney a
Eighty-two persons died in the vast amount of duplication can
' mid-air collision of a jet airliner be avoided.

September 7, 1968 Citizen, Section 2, Page 1
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Piedmont Is Cleared
In Henderson Crash

By ED SEITZ
Citizen Staff Writer

Deviation of a light plane into
air space allocated to a Pied-
mont Airlines jetliner was the
“probable cause” of a midair
collision that took 82 lives near
Asheville in 1967, the National

Transportation Safety Board re-
ported Thursday in Washington.

The long-awaited NTSB find-
ings were released by the Wash-
ington office of 11th District
Congressman Roy Taylor. Here
is the wording of a key pas-
sage:

“The Safety Board deter-
mined that the probable cause
of this accident was the de-
viation of the Cessna from its
IFR (Instrument Flight Rules)
clearance, resulting in a flight
path into air space allocated to
the Piedmont Boeing 727,

“The reason for such devia-
tion cannot be specifically or
positively identified. The mini-
mum control procedures utilized
by the FAA (Federal Aviation
Administration) in the handling
of the Cessna were a contri-
buting factor.”

In effect, the NTSB findings
absolve Piedmont of blame in
the air tragedy of July 19, 1967,

cight miles southeast of Ashe-
ville Airport, within a stone's
throw of heavily traveled 1-26.

Dozens of lawsuits, seeking
more than $20 million in dam-
ages, have been f[iled in the
U. S. District Court at Asheville
and in various state courts on
behalf of survivors of the crash
vietims,

Most of the suits name as co-
defendants Piedmont Airlines
of Winston - Salem; Lanseair
Inc. of Springfield, Mo.; oper-
ator of the Cessna 310, and
the United States of America,
whose FFederal Aviation Admini-
stration operates the Asheville
Airport contro] tower,

T. H. Davis of Winston-Salem,
president of Piedmont, released
this statement Thursday:

“We are, of course, very
happy that Piedmont has been
absolved of blame. We have
felt all along that Piedmont
was not at fault, and the find-
ings of the NTSB bear this out.”

Lanseair officials, contacted
in Springfield, declined to com-
ment on the Safety Board's re-
port. Ivan Morales, director of
marketing, said he had not had
an opportunity to discuss the
report with Joe Dando, Lan-
seair president.
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“We will have to gel clear-
ance before any news release
can be issued,” Morales said.

Asked if Lanseair will chal-
lenge the admissibility of NTSB
findings as evidence in coart
actions, Morales said: “We are
not prepared to say at this
time.”

Among the many legal ac-
tions filed after the crash, Pied-
mont leveled a  “third-party
complaint” against the United
States, contending that FAA
employes at the Asheville Air-
port tower ‘‘negligently direct-
ed” the small plane on its ap-
proach to the airport and ‘*‘neg-
ligently failed” (o maintain
separation of the Cessna and
the jetliner, which had just
taken olf on the way to Roa-
noke, Va.

Piedmont attorneys charged
that negligence on the part of
FAA emploves was one of the
causes, or the sole cause, of
the collision.

The NTSB said the pilot of
the Cessna, John D. Addison,
40, of Lebanon, Mo., appeared
to have been confused hy tower
instructions, or misunderstood
them.

The report said the investi-
gation of this and other acci-
dents in recenl years has con-

vinced the Safety Board that
towers should be extra-cautious
with private plane pilots, dou-
ble-checking clearances  and
flight instructions.

The board urged the FAA to
require annual testing of pilot
instrument ratings.

One of the passengers killed
on the jetliner was Secretary-
designate of the Navy John T.
McNaughton. His wife and 12-
vear-old son died with him on
the ill-fated flight. A $4 mil-

—Turn To Page Three



Piedmont Airlines Cleared

—~Continued From Page One

lion damage suit was filed on
behalf of a surviving son.

Attorneys for plaintiffs and
defendants in the many law-
suits stemming from the crash
agreed here Sept. 6 to follow
the rules of civil procedure in
federal courts in obtaining in-
formation to be used in all
trials, in federal or state courts.

The conference of lawyers

was called for by Federal Judge
Woodrow W. Jones and Su-
perior Court Judge Harry C.
Martin.

Some of the attorneys repre-
sent large numbers of plain-
tiffs. Judge Martin said that if
one set of informational pro-
cedures could be made avail-
able for all cases in which an
attorney was involved, a great
deal of duplication could be
avoided.

September 27, 1968 Citizen, Pages 1 & 3
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A Report Won't Clear
The Overcrowded Air

“. . .the probable cause of this ac-
cident was the deviation of the Cess-
na from its Instrument Flight Rules
clearance. resulting in a flight ‘path
into air space allocated to the Pied-
mont Boeing 727."

Thus. after more than a year of
fnquiry and deliberation, the Nation-
al Transportation Safety Board has
gummarized its findings in the area’s
worst air {ragedy, the July 19, 1967
collision of a Piedmont jet liner and
a small private plane near Henderson-
ville, killing 82 passcngers.

The crash occurred shortly after
{he Piedmont craft had taken off from
the Asheville Airport, at which the
smaller plane was preparing to land.

The NTSB report continues:

“The reason for such deviation
(by the Cessna) cannot be specifically
or positively identified. The minimum
control procedures utilized by the
Federal Aviation Administration (at
the airport tower) in the handling of
the Cessna were a contributing fact-
or.”

As far as the Safety Board is con-
cerned that is the official story — and
the end of it. But why must it be the
end? Will nobody act to prevent such
needless castastrophes?

A few days after the 1967 incident
we wrole:

“Government sources say the
crash might have been avoided if the
airliner and the smaller plane had
been under radar surveilance from
the Asheville airport. Almost certain-
1y, an air controller would have radio-
ed a warning to the pilots that the
paths of the planes were converging.

“No such warning was sent, be-
cause Asheville is a “blind” airport

—without radar. So are 433 other

ports throughout the country.

“The reason, ol course, is money,
To equip all airports with radar fa-
cilities — to train traffic controllers
and maintenance men — would cost
a half bhillion dollars.

“Because of that fact, the instal-
lations are limited to porls that gen-
erate 100,000 landings or takeoffs an-
nually by planes that are nol based
al the field. Asheville's volume, last
vear, was 53,761 such movements.

“As a resull of the local accident
(the third in the nation this year in-
volving a commercial jet and a private
plane) many Congressmen are de-
manding that light aireraft be hanned
from major airporls. Perhaps they
would do better to ponder whether a
half billion dollars is loo much to
spend for improved air safely in a
nation that spends $70 billion a year
or more on ils military establishments.

“Actually, in recent years, Con-
gress has slashed Federal Aviation
Ageney requests for operations, in-
cluding money for new radar scls.
In 1964, FAA asked $177 million and
got $140 million. In 1965, the solons
granted only $90 million of a $117
million request. Last year, the bud-
get was reduced to $87 million.

‘Despite the temporary shock of
another air tragedy that might have
been averted, there is little prospecet
that Congress will acl anytime soon
to finance airport radar installations
on an adequate scale — not unless
the people demand it. And the people,
like Congressmen, forgel very quick-
ly the horrors that sometimes con-
front them.”

Those words are still unhappily
true.

September 28, 1968 Citizen, Page 4
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6 New Suits
Are Filed In
Plane Crash

An additional six damage suits
growing from the 1967 air trag-
edy near Hendersonville have
been filed here in U. S. District
Court.

A total of more than 80
suits have been filed in various
courts as a result of the air
collision which claimed 82
lives.

The new suits filed here in-
clude the following:

Mrs. Margarite F. Jiminez for
the estate of Gustavo Jiminez,
63, of Tampa, Fla., against
Piedmont Aviation Inc. and
Lanseair Inc. for $420,000.

C. R. Rouse, administrator of
the estate of Michel (Shag)
Daye, 65, of Florida, against {he
United States of America, for
$500,000.

C. R. Rouse for the estate of
Webster L. Benham Jr., 51, of
New Mexico, against the U. S.
for $500,000.

Donald A. Turgeon, for the es-
tate of Helen Patsel Turgeon,
32, of Houston, Tex., against
Piedmont, Lanseair and Rapi-
dair, for $200,000.

Turgeon against the U. S. for
$200,000.

Jefferson H. Brutun for the
estate of Sandie Turgeon, age 3,
against the U, S. for $75,000.

October 12, 1968 Citizen, Page 9
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Another
Crash Suit
Filed Here

A suit has been filed in U. S.
District Court here on behalf of
one of the victims of the 1967
Hendersonville air tragedy. It
asks for more than $1 million
in damages.

Winifred M. Stephens, execu-
trix of the estate of Rudolph
Stephens asks $1 million from
the United States, alleging neg-
ligence on the part of Federal
Aviation Agency aircraft con-
trollers at the Asheville Airport.

An amount in excess of $10,000
has been asked from Rapidair
Inc. and Lanseair Inc. of Mis-
souri, operators of the private
aircraft which collided with a
Piedmont airliner.

Stephens was flving from
Tampa, Fla., to Roanoke, Va.
More than 65 suits have now
been filed in federal court here
and in state courts over the
accident, which killed 82 people.

October 16, 1968, Page 15
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Air Controllers Challenge Crash Reporl

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Air Traffic Control Association
has challenged a government
report blaming traffic control
procedures in part for the colli-
sion between a jet airliner and a
light plane near Asheville, N.C.,

last year, in which 82 persons
were killed.

In its biweekly ATCA Bulletin,
the organization published a let-
ter from its executive director,

G. W. Kriske, to Chairman Jo-|

. The safety board found that
‘the Cessna 310 airplane, car-
rying three persons, had deviat-
ed from its assigned flight path
and had entered the air space
‘assigned to the Piedmont Air-
lines Boeing 727.

The board said that while rea-
sons for the light plane’s devia-
tion from course could not be
identified, “‘the minimum con-
trol procedures utilized by the
Federal Aviation Administra-

seph J. O'connell Jr. of the Na- tion were a contributing fac-
tional Transportation Safety tor.”

Board, taking “strong excep-) The Board said the Cessna pi-
tion” to the board's Sept. 26 re-|lot, John D. Addison, 40, of Leb-
port on the probable causes of anon, Mo., may have been con-

the accident.

fused by tower instructions, or

misunderstood them. Tt said
tower personnel should take ex-
tra pains with private-plane pi-
lots to double-check their clear-
ances and flight instructions.

Kriske told O'Connell that Ad-
dison was a highly qualified and
experienced pilot—a flight in-
structor as well as a pilot in
command with 10,000 flying
hours to his credit—and would
not have been confused by the
type of clearance given him.

Nor would a pilot of Addison’s
professional background have
|been likely to be unable to lo-
cate the Asheville radio naviga-
tion beacon or to have mistaken
another navigational aid for it,
[Kriske said.

Kriske said testimony of wii-
messes al the board’s hearing
Isuggested that visibility was
|poor when the Cessna ap-
proached the Asheville airport
for a landing, and that the pilot
ignored his air traffic control
[clearance and flew instead to
the area over nearby Hender-

clear, and where the collision
occurred.

sonville where the sky was|

“We feel strongly that the
controller  provided  adequate
and proper separation (between
the two planes) and had no rea-
son to suspect or believe that
the Cessna was not proceeding
to the Asheville radio beacon in
accordance with the terms of
the clearance issued to him,”
|Kriske said.

“The controller . .. should not

‘be expected te be gifted with

'ESP or to have the benefit of

Kriske said that since radio hindsight that will enable him to

ngestion and in- ascerfain what measures might
already a critical have been taken to avoid an ac-
'problem, ATCA could not accept cident so long as he issues ap-
'the propesal that flight clear- propriate clearances and pro-
‘ances be repeated back for veri- vides the required separation

frequency co
terference is

‘fication as a roufine practice.

October 29, 1968 Citizen, Page 11
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Naval Reserve Officer
Gets Medal, New Duty

Lt. B. C. Brown, commanding mendation Medal Monday night
officer of the Naval Reserve for his assistance in the recov-
Training Center on Merrimon ery and identification opera-
Ave., received the Navy Com- tions following the Piedmont

727 jet crash near the Asheville
Alrport in July 1967,
Following the presentation L.
Brown pronounced the official
| retirenvent of Capt. H. K. Hip-
'man, senior medical officer at
\the center. He cited Hinman's
143 years of service in the Navy
{and his duties in the South Pa-
cific during World War 11 and
| the Korean War.
| During the ceremonies Lt
Commander J. R. Murrell Jr.,
USNR, replaced Lt. Brown as
commanding officer of the Ashe-
ville naval training center. Lt.
Brown will leave this month for
duty aboard the USS Intrepid, .
|;t‘-;:::fmul off the coast of Viel LT B. C. BROWN

The late Captain H. E. “Harry” Hinman, mentioned above, was also a responder to the crash as a member
of Skyland Fire-Rescue, where he served as Assistant Chief of their Rescue Squad.

November 16, 1968 Citizen, Section 2, Page 1
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U.S. Procedures In Crash Suits Halted Until January

By ED SEITZ
Citizen Staff Writer

The wheels of justice showed
little sign of grinding faster here
Friday as some two dozen
lawyers tried to unsnarl the
overlapping legal actions stem-
ming from a fatal air crash near
Asheville in 1967.

Federal Judge Woodrow W.
Jones listened for several hours
to the arguments and motions of
opposing attorneys, then ordered
a halt in legal procedures in-
velving federal lawsuits until
Jan, 2, 1969,

His patience wearing thin at a
late-afternoon  hour, Judge
Jones told the attorneys:

“I'm not going to permit this
jockeying for position to con-
tinue — if that's what is going

on, . . .You're going to have to
stop bickering about these little
things.”

Some of the “little thinzs"”
Judge Jones was referring to in-
cluded when and where deposi-
tions should be taken prior to
the trial of more than 80
lawsuits seeking more than $30
million in damages from at least
four defendants.

[egal procedures in U. S.
District Court here are com-
plicated by the fact that some of
the damage suits were filed in
federal courts and some in state
courts.

After a hastily arranged
telephone call with Superior

continue to be taken in the state
court, even though federal pro-
cedures had been suspended un-
til next year.

“If any of the attorneys want
to go ahead with the taking of
state-court depositions,” Judge
Jones said, “it is the earnest
hope of this court that defense
attorneys will attend, so that the
depositions won't have to be
Court Judge Harry C. Martin, laken dgdin. before this court.”
Judge Jomes notified the at- At a similar conference of
torneys that depositions would lawyers Sept. 6, the attorneys
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for plaintiffs and defendants had
agreed to follow the rules of
civil procedure in federal courts
in obtaining information for hoth
federal and state court trials.

Some of the attorneys
represent large numbers of
plaintiffs. Both Judge Martin

and Judge Jones have been
trying to avoid duplication by
getting the lawyers to agree that
one set of informational pro-
cedures  should be made

given attorney was involved.

Defendants in the lawsuits are
Piedmont Airiines of Winston-
Salem; the United States of
America, whose Federal Avia-
tion  Administration operates
the Asheville Airport contro)
tower, and Lanseair Inc. and
Rapidair Inc. of Missouri.

In Judge Jones’ court Friday,
there was considerable
discussion as to whether an in-
surance  firm  underwriting

should be permitted to become a

parly to some of the legal ac-
tions.

Just after noon on July 19,
1967, a Piedmont Airlines jet
and a twin-engine private plane
locked together about eight
miles southeast of Asheville
Airport. The wreckage fell to
earth at the edge of a children’s
summer camp and about 100
feet from 1-26.

All 79 passengers and crew
aboard the jetliner and the three

available for all cases in which a

men in the smaller aircraft were
Killed.

The National Transportation
Safety  Board,  which  in-
vestigated the tragedy, reported
Sept. 26 that the ‘‘probable
cause” was the veering of the
light plane off its landing course
and into the assigned flight path
of the Piedmont Boeing 727.

The NTSB also ruled that ““the
minimum control  procedures

liability for one of the airlines

utilized by the FAA in the han-
dling of the Cessna (light plane)
were a contributing factor.”

Among the vicims were
Secretary-designate of the Navy
John T. McNaughton, 45; his
wife, Sarah, 46, and their 11
year-old son, Theodore. Suits fil-

ed on behalf of the McNaughtons
ask more then $5 million in

damages.

November 16, 1968 Citizen, Section 2, Page 1
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Another
Crash Suil
Filed Here

Blanche Lance Shuler as ad-
ministratrix of two estates, filed
suits against Piedmont Aviation
Inc, asking $1,500,000 in Super-
ior Court Tuesday.

For Martin Shuler, age 14,
and Beulah Shipley Lance, 16,
both killed in the July 19, 1967
Boeing - Cessna collision here,
she asked $750,000.

She alleged the acts of the
pilot and flight crew of the
Boeing plane were a negligent
breach of duty to the passengers
in that there was no lookout
for other planes; they disobeyed
flying instructions; they were
smoking and joking; and they
used excessive speed in the
airport traffic area.

A total of 82 persons were
Killed in the collision. Millions
of dollars in damage suits have
been filed in Federal Court, by
the estates of other persons on
the plane.

January 22, 1969 Citizen, Page 5

A misprint lists Ms. Lance’s age as 16. She was Martin Shuler’s grandmother, and at the time of the
crash her age was shown as 59.
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Flight
Policy
Divided

When Mrs. Beulah Lance,
about to board the ill-fated
Piedmont plane which crash-
ed here July 19, 1967, told her
daughter what she wanted
done with the insurance policy
she had just purchased at
Asheville airport, her words
made a trust, Superior Court

Judge Lacy H. Thornburg de-
cided in a judgment Wednes-
day.

Mrs. Lance declared, ac-
cording to Mrs. Blanche L.
Shuler: “There isn’t enough
room on the application for
all the grandchildren’s names,
so I will just name Linda
Lance and Douglas Lance. If
anything happens, give one
haif to Linda and Douglas and
the other half to the rest of
the grandchildren.”

So Judge Thornburg ruled
the $40,000 insurance policy
should be divided smong the
seven surviving grandchildren
thus: (after court costs and
counsel fees) 50 per cent to
Franklie Surrett Ballard as
guardian for the named Linda
and Douglas Lance, and 10
per cent each for Frank, Cal-
vin, Michael, Jackie, and
Dawn Lance, whose guardian
ijs Mary Lacy Byrd.

Martin Shuler, only child of
the daughter who testified to
the “trust”, died with Mrs
Lance in the crash.

March 27, 1969 Citizen, Page 33
At the time of the crash, insurance ’ i rovic
, Irance companies provided dispensers in airports fi i
passengers could get and complete a life insurance application, enclose payment foﬁhe Sprerrcr)lrirllm‘;v ha:r(ig

mail to the insurance company. The policy remained in effect for the duration of the flight
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IT DOESNT MATTER
WHERE YOU SIT, by Fred
McClement, Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 238 pages, $5.95.

The author was 20 years an
aviation editor (Toronto Daily
Star). He is appalled by
passenger deaths expected in air
disasters, and draws a horrible
picture of the menacing future
of air travel.

‘“‘Phenomenon of Lighting” wlil
really chill any reader who ever

flew in a thunderstorm. It is a
history of crashes, from the
beginning, whicn government
agencies tried not to admit were
caused by lightning. Then the
first jets were built without even
the standard protection (static
wicks ¢n wings) until after
lighting-struck  plane  crash
killed 81 persons. By 1963 a
study produced the knowledge
that lightning can ignite an in-
flammable mixture spewing
from a jet vent (whch explained
many previous crashes). But no
changes followed on the big jets
until the Elkton disaster.
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All thunderstorm penetrations
should be illegal, the author
thinks. For the disasters con-
tinue.

Actual fatalities are 22 per
cent higher than the statistics
recorded, he declaress, because
only passenger deaths are listed
in the annual toll. Of course,
crews die too.

In the chapter on Air Traffic
Control many collisions above
airports are detailed.

Asheville’s airport is men-

tioned in the foreword, in con-
nection with the July 19, 1967

accident when a small Cessna
aircraft ‘‘deviated into the air-
space allotted to a Piedmont
727 jet.”

The author declares, ‘Like
most United States airports,
the Asheville (one) had no radar
to keep track of the traffic in
the vicinity. Like many other
airports in the country, it is
rated by Air Line Pilots Asso-
ciation as below standard in
fire and rescue equipment, while
its main jet runway is almost
3000 feet below the minimum

recommended length.”
July 6, 1969 Citizen, Page 39 — available retail but not found at any local library
https://www.amazon.com/doesnt-matter-where-you-sit/dp/0030765102
https://www kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/fred-mcclement-2/it-doesnt-matter-where-you-sit/
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Suits Reach
$50 Million

A $700,000 suit against Pied-
mont Airlines of Winston-Sa-
lem and three Missouri compa-
nies filed Friday by a Gastonia
man as a result of the July 19,
1967 plane crash at Henderson-
ville, brings the total of claims
filed against the defendants to
$30 million.

Steven K. Moore is asking
$250,000 damages each for the
deaths ot his two daughters and
$200,000 damages in the death
of his 70-year-old mather. They
were among 82 people killed in
the collision of a Piedmont jet
and a private plane.

Moore, a Boy Scout execu-
tive, alleges in the suit there
was a lack of caution on the
part of Piedmont fiight crew.
The suit was filed in Gaston
County Superior Court.

The Missouri companies
named in the suit were Rapid-
air Inc., Lanseair Inc. and
Olympic Insurance Co.

- July 12, 1969 Citizen, Page 11
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THE CRASH, by Noah A.
Stewart and John Reed

The first red flag is that it was no longer the Asheville-Hendersonville (“A-H”) Airport, but make of this what you will.

Novel’s Plot Based On 1967 Air Disaster Over A-H Airport

The framework of the book is

Crawford, Asheville: Gladiator provided by the experience of

Productions, 203 pages, $5.95.

An Asheville co-author (Noah
A. Stewart, former biology
teacher at A-B College), an
Asheville publishing company,
and the story of an ex-
traordinary Asheville event add
up to a novel so well-done that
it is likely to prove interesting
to readers far beyond the local
scenes.

But to readers who were here,
in July 1967, the story of the col-
lision of a Piedmont Jet and a
Cessna near the Asheville-
Hendersonville airport will seem
like a novel in which they are
also characters.

The work is part fiction, part
careful accurate fact, but
esthetically whole. Its emphasis
is feeling, and probing of deep
human questions.

“This book is dedicated to
Naomi Pressley who performs
her duties in an uncommon
manner. ., ."” the first printed
page reads. Mrs. Pressley, of

is an agent for
Piedmont Airlines.

Mrs. Nancy Price, who has the
desk at the city ticket office of
Appalachian Airways. She is
haunted by a tune she heard at a
revival meeting the night hefore,
as she begins work ca July 26,
1967.

The song is ‘“‘Battle Hymn of
the Republic’’. Chapter 1 guotes
“Mine eyes have seen the glory
of the coming of the Lord, . . .”
and each chapter thereafter
begins with a line from the song,
and “His truth is marching on”,
till the end of the last chapter,
“Glory, glory hallelujah. . .”

The reader is imtroduced to
around 30 characters who are
planning to take the near-mid-
day Atlanta-to-Washington jet.
None of these people come from
the real passenger list of the
real jet, and yet they represent
very real-sounding types of
persoms who live or work in this
area. Nearly all of them had
come to some crisis noint in
their lives, in which the trip
played a great part.

131



There is a special local kind of
pleasure in being embroiled in
the daily lives of counles who go
to Buck’s Drive-In for a coke
and a hamburger, down what
was “‘apparently the only
highway in the world where
there were four to six lanes of
traffic entering a (wo-lane tun-
nel.” Pain, also, in sour remarks
about Asheville pre-airport
history of ‘“stubborness, lack of
foresight and political lethargy”.

New industry executives, a
couple from Panther Creek
about 15 miles north of Asheville
who had never been farther
away than Old Fort before, a
Navy son returning to duty, a
Black Mountain girl going to
meet prospective in-laws with a
new engagement ring from the
fiance in Vietnam, an angrv
Swannanoa mother cenverted at
the revival traveling to make
peace with her married son, a
72-year- old minister who found
God in nature the day before
and whose whole sermon of 9
a.m. the fatal dav is aquoted, a 72-
year-old Asheville psychiatrist
and a younger Atlanta
psychiatrist, a convention girl
described as of equal im-
portance with free flowing salt
shakers and plenty of linen to
the hotel service. . . these are a
few of the passengers whose
lives to the moment of the crash
are described and woven
together.

Most  of them reach the
airport and wait awhile for the
delayed plane.

August 24, 1969 Citizen, Page 9B - available at the Henderson and Buncombe County Libraries

By page 173 (“I have read a
fiery gospel writ in burnished
rows of steel. . . His truth is
marching on’’) a chapter tells in

‘muted prose many accurate

details of the scene and the ac-
tivity afterward. The last
chapter of six pages ties up all
the ends.

‘““Asheville and Hendersonville
were the towns most visibly af-
fected. One could detect in the
shops and stores a subdued,
almost silent sorrow. ., . The
hustle that was characteristic of
the area was missing. A
restrained attitude colored every
business transaction.”

A cnda at the end gives some
statistics which provide a
literary and emotional wallop,
and underscore t{he mystic
meaning of the book.

Co-author Dr. John Reed
Crawford of Birmingham, Ala,,
is a former professor of Emory
University, international concert
organist and composer, who now
devotes full time to creative
writing. He holds a lifetime
grant as author-composer with
A s heville’s Gladiator Foun-
dation. The authors have
published several psychological
and sociological studies, and are
now collaborating on a second
novel, a musical drama, and an
opera.
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The book’s cover was “tweaked” (poorly) because of distracting water stains.

1

BY
NOAH A. STEWART
AND
JOHN REED CRAWFORD
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Midair Crash Suit Settled

ROANOKE, Va. (AP) — A
settlement of $128,000 has been
approved in Roanoke Law and
Chancery Court in the death of
a Piedmont Airlines jet passen-
ger in a collision over Hender-
sonville, N. C., in 1967.

The matter was in the Roan-
oke court because Virginia
Marie Boninsegna Liftle of
Cleveland, Ohio, said defend-
ants in suits in North Carolina
would agree to the settlement
only if she were authorized to
sign a release on behalf of her
5-year-old daughter.

The court ordered the release
signed. Mrs. Little said she and

her daughter, Kathryn Little,
would divide the proceeds after
payment of expenses, fees,
costs and subrogation claims.

The settlement is for the
death of her hushand, Roger
Wayne Little, a passenger on
the Piedmont Boeing 727 jet that
collided with a Cessna plane
as the jet took off from Ashe-
ville, N. C.

The order settles suils
brought by the administrator of
Littie’'s estate in both Hender-
son County Superior Court and
the U.S. Court for the Western
District of North Carolina.

PDefendants  in  these  suits
wera  Jisted as  the United
States, Piedmont Aviation, Lan-
seair, Inc., owner of the Ces-
sna, and several insurance
companies, The papers did not

state which were contributing
toward the settlement.
The court appointed a Roan-

May 8, 1971 Citizen, Page 11
134

oke bank as guardian of the
child’s share of the settlement
proceeds.



JudgeSays Air Crash Suits Settled

Most of the civil suits arising
out of the July, 1967, mid-air
collision of two airplanes near
Hendersonville have bheen set-
tled, according to Superior Court
Judge Harry C. Martin here.

The crash was between a
Piedmont 727 and a twin-engine
Cessna, and 82 persons were
killed.

Martin was assigned to handle
the cases filed in North Caro-
lina courts. The final case was

seitled several months ago, he
sald.

Milliors of dollars in claims
were filed In Henderson Coun-
ty Superior Court as a result of
the air crash, the worst in the
history of North Carolina avi-
ation.

Martin said he could not re-
member the exact number of
cases but court officials said it
was around 58 to 60:

Seversl of the
judge said, were

cases, the
in federal

court aud it was his under-
stanaing these too have been
settled.

Official records in the settla-

ments are under lock and key
and are not a part of the pub-
lic record at the Henderson
Countv Courthouse.,

Martin said that many of the
settlements were dismissals and
therefore would not have in-
formation as to blame or
amount of settlement.

February 19, 1972 Citizen, Section 2, Page 11
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Machine Keeps Track
Of Instrument Flights

By JOHN C. DILLS
Citizen Staff Writer

Asheville Airport doesn’t
have a radar yet, but it does
have “F-DEP.”

The initials stand for flight
data electronic processing.

It's a new controllers’ tool
to help them keep track of
airplanes on instrument flight
plans into, out of, and through
the area controlled by
Asheville tower.

-DEP is a terminal hook-
up with the Air Route Traffic
Control Center in Atlanta,
which controls all IFR
(instrument flight rules) traf-
fie in a large portion of the
Southeast, including Asheville.

Bob Johnson, tower walch
supervisor, said all IFR flight
plans from Asheville are
punched on the machine and
stored in the Atlanta com-

puter an hour ahead of the
plane’s estimated time of
departure. Then, when the
plane takes off, a code is
punched on the machine and
a flight progress strip is
automatically printed out,
showing the type of airplane,
identification, the proposed
departure time, requested
altitude and flight route.

On inbound flights, the com-
puter prints out the iden-
tification, type clearance
point and flight route.

“I would take wus {romn
three to eight minutes to get
all the information by
telephone,” Johnson said. It
takes a second or so for the
computer to print out all the
data on a flight progress strip
— they used to be made up
by hand.

A typical airline flight plan
might read: “P137 B737/A
RI120 AVL AVL BRA V222
OCR ATL oCSFP.”

Translated, it means Pied-
mont Airlines Flight 137, a
Boeing 737, requesting 12,000
feet from Asheville to Broad
River (a radiobeacon near
Hendersonville) along Airway
Victor 222 to Norcross, Ga.,
to Atlanta Airport. Center-
stored flign! plan.”

The airlines store a num-
ber of flight plans at the be-

ginning of each month, and
are activated daily. If a flight
plan isn't activated within
two hours after the proposed
departure time, Johnson said,
the computer automatically
clears it, unless it's a center-
stored flight plan,

General avialion [light plans
are handled much the same
way, excepl that inslead of a
number like P137, the air-
craft identification number is
used: NI1909W, BE30/A TPA
AGS V185 SUG 177/013 80 5A7,
for example.

The first number identifies

the airplane; the second tells
that it's a Beecheraft Model
50 (Twin Bonanza), from
Tampa, Fla., by way of Au-
pusta, Ga., along Victor 185 to
Sugarloaf Mountain VOR,
with the VOR radial and dis-
tance, flying at 8,000 feet, go-
ing to 5A7 (Beech Mountain),
The /A means the aircraft
is equipped with a radar
transponder.

The new keyboard comput-
er terminal, Johnson said,
helps tremendously in time-
saving, especially on depart-
ures.

March 11, 1972 Citizen, Section 2, Page 9
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Airport

By JOHN C. DILLS
Citizen Staff Writer

Asheville Airport is moving
closer to s long-awaited
surveillange radar installation.

U. Gary Taylor, city director
of aviatian, said Thursday the
Federal Aviation Administ:ation
has approwved the layout for the
radar tower site north of
Asheville Flying Service, and
rights-ofway for electric cables
and a road to the tower site.

Graund censtruction on  the
tower site is expected to begin
within 60 days, and construction
has already begun on facilities
in the terminal building for the
telephone contro! equipment
room.

IFAA  has asked that the
equipment room be ready by
Aug. 1. Taylor said, and is pro-
viding 50 per cent of the funding
to  expedite  the construction
changes needed.

The Region B Planning and
Devebopment Commission
(formerly Upper French Broad
Economic  Development  Com-
mission) offices will be vacated
for the use of FAA Airways
Facilities Secc¢tor personnel,
Taylor said. Yowever, the AFS
personnel will eventually occupy
an office site at the radar tower
site.

But Taylor said no word has
vet been received on when the
radar tower itself and the
radarscope  for the control
tower will be installed.

The entire second floor of the

Is On The Way

Radar

terminal building exclusive of
the National Weather Service
space will be given over to
the use of AFS personnel and
equipment, Taylor said.
Industrial Maintenance
Overflow  Corp. of Hen-
dersonville is doing the interior
work and Asheville Electrie Co.

is doing the wiring for the in-
stallation.

In addition to the work being
done to accommodate the radar
equipment and personnel, the
airport now has a freight-ex-
press-mail and heavy baggage
loading dock attached to the
north end of the terminal,

Taylor said the loading dock
will be enclosed, and will also
serve as a storage area during
the hours no flights are
operating. It will also be used
for loading and unloading bag-
gage too large or heavy for
the conveyor system,

The dock is open to the access
road for trucks and mail car-
riers on the north side, and
to airline offices on the south,
but is completely separated
from the passenger gates. A
door that can be locked to keep
unauthorized persons out of the
airline loading arca will be one
feature of the new dock, Taylor
said.

The dock is being built to
relieve the airline loading arca
of the congestion eaused by its
previous being open to vehicular
traffic.

July 14, 1972 Citizen, Page 19
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A Reporter’s Recollections

And Only A Few Hours Before...

By BRUCE GOURLAY “At least while I'm on vaca- lake the piclure at the break- b is actually vacani al pres-
Citizen-Times Staff Writer tion' he quipped. {fast tzble. It was exactly whal ent
McNaughton was going to we had in mind. For the past three vears, Me-
The tip came lo The Times leave for Asheville Airport st While Glenn snapped a num- Naughton had served as assist-
newsroom about 9:30 a. m. 10:30 3. m. His plane to take ber of pictures, McNaughton an- ant secretary of defense for in-
Secretary of the Navy John T. hum back to Washington was swered severs| questions aboul ternational security affairs.
McNaughton is in town. He's al o depart at 11:28 a. m. himsell and his career. MeNaughten, who was 46, and
the Biltmore Forest Country So Photographer June Glenn| Actually, he wasn't Secretary | s blonde wife, were in Ashe-
Club, but is leaving soon. {Jr. and mysell made a date for!of the Navy yet, he pointed out. ville a day-and-a-half to pick
A quick phone call to the club! 10-10 2. m. “What's the date today. . . np their son, who had been at
found McNaughton at breakiast.! When we arived, MeNaugh- the 19th. . well I'll be Secretary Uamp Sequovah near Weaver-
But he answered a page and|fon, his wile Sarah. and son of the Navy in 12 days. Right ville the past five weeks.
came to the phone. Would he be! Theodore, were  still  eating mow my official title is Secre- He said it was his first trip
available hriefly for a photo- breakfast. He came to the lob-|tary of the Navy-designate.” to Asheville, “and I think it's
graph and inlerview i by and greeted us. | He explained that he was to lovely here, except that you
“Well," he said. “There isn't  *“I'm McNaughton," he said,|succeed Paul H. Nitze in the gave us some rain yesterday.'
much time. Tell you whal. A introducing himself as he would' pusition, Nitze on July 1 was ele-|  The son, who concentrated in-
picture s fine, but could weltu a fraternity brother. He was|vated to deputy secretary of de- tently on a plate full of waffles
skip any interview about world tall and lean, serious and friend-| fense, This means, he added, during the meeting, would have

affairs? lly. He asked if we wanted to|thal the Secretary of the Navy|been 12 “in a few days.”

Y

Two Hours Before Tragedy

John T MeNaughion, who was to become Secs Theodore, almost 12, Less then two hours later, l.]'lE']-'
retary of the Navy in 12 davs, chatted with news- were killed in the air crash near Hendersonville,
men in Biltmore Forest Countey Clib Wednesday (Staff Photo by June Glenn Jr.)
morning. He is flanked by his wife Sarah and son,
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Friend Tells Of McNaughton’s Visit Here

The nation has lost “a very,
very valuable public scrvant”

in the death o Secretary of thelsent (o us,” Cocke said. “He with Grove Seely, formerly o
Navy - designate John T. .'\‘]C-!(J(JnSid!'i‘('d it a significant piecei - o Ve Yo
Naughton, an Asheville friend| of work.” | Asheville and now of ¥ ‘15]“"8'f

said Wednesday night. . Mr. and Mrs. Clarence LeBus oM D- C. |
Attorney William J. Cocke and of Lexington, Ky., also were| Cocke said McNaughton CX"
Mrs. Cocke entertalned the Mc-| guests of the Cockes Tuesday pressed strong support for the|
Naughton family Tuesday eve-|evening along with the Mc- administration policy in Viet-
ning at their home, 11 Buena! Naughtons, p— diidfiz Tuesday evening
Vista Road, Biltmore Forest. | The McNaughtons slayed at i o i
o ) , e conversation.
Mr. McNaughton was a man Biltmore Forest Country Club ™y said McNaughton also
of high education and a broad|and had visiled the Biltmore'  \u }"!}I £ Mipfonss. Sanie:
P o S i spoke highly of Defense Secre
understanding,” Cocke said. “He ' Estate on Tuesday. tary Robert McNamara, with
had a brilliant mind.” | “He was particularly impress- whom he had worked “‘most
He said he and Mrs. Cocke ed with our area,” Cocke said.'cordially,” and of Presidents
were ‘“‘distressed and shockod"‘ Both McNaughton and Cocke Johnson and Kennedy.
at McNaughton's death in the were Rhodes scholars al Ox- McNaughton, a former pro-
crash of a Piedmont Airlines jet- ford University in England, fessor of law at Harvard Uni-
liner near Hendersonville, Cocke in 1926-29 and McNaugh-| versity, joined the Kennedy Ad-
McNaughton, who was to be-{ton in 1948, at Oriel College, ministration in its early days,
come Secretary of the Navy on Oxford. Cocke recalled. He had served
Aug. 1, was in Asheville with
Mrs. McNaughton to pick un
their son, Theodore, who had
been at Camp Sequevah near
Weaverville for the past five
weeks.
The McNaughtons also had an
older son, a student at Cornell
University, who is traveling in
Furope this summer, Cocke!
said. ‘
The Cockes have a son, Wil-
liam J. Cocke III, who earned|
a doctor of philosophy degree at
Cornell.
“Mr. McNaughton was most
interested in an article which

July 20, 1967 Citizen, Page 10

my son had published in the; The Cockes met the McNaugh- as assistant secretary of defense

Astrophysics Journal and haditons through their friendship|for International Security Af-
fairs.

f

—Luther Thigpen

The Last Salute: Civil and Military Funerals, 1921-1969*

Secretary of the Navy-Designate John T. McNaughton,
Sarah McNaughton, and Theodore McNaughton Special Military Funeral
19-25 July 1967

http://www.history.army.mil/books/Last Salute/Index.htm - scroll to

1) “Contents”, Chapter XXVII, Page 309
2) “Appendix”, Section “E”, Number 8, Page 419
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N.%. Hmise of Representatines

Committee on Transportation and Infragtructure

Pon Poung THasthngton, PE 20515 Fam.cs L. Oberstar
Chafrman Ranking Democratic FHlember

Apfil 10,2006 20202000 Z0 =

David Heymsfeld, Downerans Chist of st

Lioyd A. Jones, Chief of Staff
Filzabeth Megginson, Chief Counsel

The Honorable Mark V. Rosenker
Acting Chairman

National Transportation Safety Board
490 L'Enfant Plaza, SW

Washington, DC 20594

Dear Acting Chairman Rosenker:

Please find enclosed a letter and supperting materials I received from Mr. Paul D.
Houle regarding the mid-air collision between a Piedmont 727 jet and a Cessna 310 that
occurred over Hendersonville, NC, on July 19, 1967, As you know, the National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investigated this crash, and ultimately placed blame
on the Cessna for the collision.

Mr. Houle states that he has uncovered information that exonerates the pilot of the
Cessna from wrongdoing and, instead, implicates Piedmont Airlines. Particularly
troubling is Mr. Houle's claim that the Board's investigation may have been compromised
by a conflict of interest involving the Investigator In Charge (1IC). In March 2005, Mr.
Houle petitioned the NTSB to reopen this case, but he has not received any information
since then on the status of his request.

I am requesting that an evaluation of Mr. Houle's claims be completed as quickly
as possible and that serious consideration be given to Mr. Houle's concerns.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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.. House of Representatives

Committee on Trangportation and Infrastructure

Don Voung Washington, BE 20515 James L. Oberstar
Ehatman RVankug Democratic Flember

Lioyd A Jones, Chaef of Seafy Bavid Heymsfeld, Do tar o @ bt o0 st

Ellzsleth Meggioson, Chief Counse!

April 14. 2006

Mr. Paul D Houle
101 Forestview Drive
Boiling Springs, SC 29316

Dear Mr. Houle:

Thank you lor your recent letter regarding your petition to the National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) to reopen its investigation of the mid-air collision
that occurred over Hendersonville, NC, on July 19, 1967 The new information vou have
discovered regarding the NTSB's investigation of this accident is certainly troubling.

As you can sec trom the enclosed fetter. | have asked the Board to complete its
cvaluation of this new information as quickly as possible, and give serious consideration

LO your concerns.

Thank you for bringing this important matter to my attention.

Sincerely,

John L. Mica
Chairman
subcommittee on Aviay

nclosure
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National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20554

Office of the Charman MAY 2 3 2806

Mr. Paul Houle
101 Forestview Drive
Boiling Springs, South Carolina 29316-9152

Dear Mr. Houle:

This letter acknowledges receipt of your petition for reconsideration of the National
Transportation Safety Board’s findings in the investigation of the July 19, 1967, accident imnvolving
a Piedmont Airlines Boeing 727, N68650, and a Lanseair Cessna 310, N3121. which collided in
midair near Hendersonville, North Carolina.

The Safety Board considers proper petitions filed in compliance with 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 84541, which is enclosed. Petitions may be filed by parties to the
investigation or hearing or other persons having a direct interest in the accident investigation.
Although the regulations do not define “a person having a direct interest.” this language was not
meant to include independent researchers who have no other connection to an accident. The
benefit of reconsidering an investigation must also be assessed with due consideration given Lo
the time that has passed since the accident, the fact that many of the original records trom the
investigation no longer exist, and that many participants to the investigation are no longer
available. 1 have decided that we will consider and evaluate your request as a proper petition for
reconsideration if you comply with the enclosed instructions. We will process the reconsideration
request in sequence with other Petitions for Reconsideration now awaiting stalt availabiiity.

As an administrative matter, and in accordance with 49 CFR 845.41(b). tor your petition to
be processed, you must provide proof of service to all parties to the investigation as indicated in the
Safety Board factual report of the investigation. Proof of service can be copies of mail receipts
signed by the recipient, an affidavit acknowledging that the parties received the petition. or any
reasonable proof that the petition was received by the parties to the investigation. Parties to the
investigation included: the Boeing Commercial Aircraft Company, the Federal Aviation
Administration, Piedmont Airlines, Tanseair, and Pratt & Whitney. Piedmont Atrlines has since
been purchased by USAirways, which we consider the successor in interest to Piedmont Arrlines.
50 vour petition should be sent to USAirways. If Lanseair or a successor exists, a copy of the
petition should also be sent to that entity.

Following service 1o all parties, they will be given 90 days to respond betore consideration
and analysis of your petition begins. Please advise the parties that any response 10 your petition

should be addressed as follows:
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Director

Office of Aviation Safety

National Transportation Safety Board
490 L'Enfant Plaza East, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20594

The Safety Board will send you our response to your petition following review,

Sincerely,

RO/

Mark V. Rosenker
Acting Chatrman

Enclosure
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NTSB to
review
’67 air
crash

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — The
National  Transportation
Safety Board has agreed to
review a 1967 deadly midair
collision in North Carolina
that had long been blamed
on Missourians.

The NTSB has agreed to
look at evidence from ama-
teur historian Paul Houle,
who lives a few miles from
the rural North Carolina
crash site.

The 1967 crash near
Hendersonville, N.C., killed
82  people, including
Springfield insurance exec-
utives Ralph E. Reynolds, 48,
and Robert E. Anderson, 36;
the pilot of their twin-
engine Cessna, John David
Addison, 48, of Lebanon,
Mo.; and the 74 passengers
and five crew on Piedmont
Airlines’ Flight 22.

The NTSB’s report issued
14 months later said the
probable cause “was the
deviation of the Cessna 310
from its IFR (Instrument
Flight Rules) clearance,
resulting in a flightpath into
airspace allocated to the
Piedmont Boeing 727.”

But Houle argued that the
investigation was flawed and
may have unfairly blamed
the Missourians for the
crash.

Houle’s petition asking
the NTSB to re-evaluate the
crash said air traffic con-
trollers had given confusing
instructions, the 737 pilot
had strayed from his speci-
fied course, and that plane’s
crew was distracted by a fire
in a cockpit ashtray less than
a minute before the colli-
sion.

Houle also noted that the
NTSB’s chief investigator
was the brother of a
Piedmont vice president.
Both brothers have since
died.

June 19, 2006 Citizen, Page 1
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Man’s curiosity raises questions about findings g

By Adam Behsudi
ABEHSUDI@CITIZEN-TIMES.COM

HENDERSONVILLE — For the
past five years, Paul Houle
has been trying to make right
what he calls a terrible
wrong.

In July 1967, a Piedmont
Airlines 727 collided with a
Cessna 317 in the skies over
Hendersonville. With 82
people dead, it remains the
worst aviation disaster in
state history.

In a National
Transportation Safety Board

report, adopted in 1968, the
Cessna was blamed for the
collision.

On May 23 of this year,
Mark Rosenker, the acting
chairman of the NTSB, sent
a letter to Houle saying the
agency would consider evi-
dence he found through his
own investigation, which
exonerates the Cessna as the
cause of the crash.

Houle’s findings claim the
tragedy can be blamed on
two things: negligence of the
727 crew, whose members

WEB EXTRA

Visit CITIZEN-TIMES.com to hear
researcher Paul Houle and Holly
Case, whose father died in the
Piedmont Flight 22 crash, talk
about the accident and to read
documents related to the crash.

ignored airport departure
procedure and were preoc-
cupied with an ashtray fire
in the cockpit moments
before the collision; and
Please see CRASH on A3
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'67 plane crash: A mystery?

ADAM BEHSUDI/ ABEHSUDK@CITIZEN-TIMES.COM
Paul Houle, a Spartanburg, S.C., resident who investigated the 1967
mid-air collision that left 82 people dead near Hendersonville, stands
near the site where the bulk of the wreckage was found.

June 12, 2006 Citizen-Times, Page Al



CRASH: Man found radio transcripts were altered

Continued from A1

Asheville Regional Airport air
?rafﬁc control, which gave
improper landing clearance to
the Cessna pilot.

Houle, a truck fleet manager
who has always loved research,
also says a conflict of interest
may have compromised the
original NTSB investigation.
NTSB investigator Thomas
Saunders was the brother of
H.K. “Zeke” Saunders, the vice
president  of  Piedmont
Aviation Inc.

Normally, a case can only be
reopened if “parties to the
investigation” provide evi-
dence. In his letter, Rosenker
said independent investigators
such as Houle don't normally
fall under that designation.

“I'm heartened that the
NTSB has taken the first step
in looking at this case in an
unbiased light," said Houle, a
Spartanburg, S.C., resident who
started investigating the acci-
dent after he began securing
funds for a memorial for the
victims, which was dedicated
in 2004.

NTSB spokesman Ted
Lopatkiewicz said the board
would consider any informa-
tion if members deemed it
worthy of review.

“If someone sends us what
they consider to be new infor-
mation, we will certainly con-
sider it,” he said. “We want to
get it right, and we're not above

admitting that we were
wrong.”
‘Good cop, bad cop’

At one minute past noon on
July 19,1967, the bulk of the two
planes’ fiery wreckage fell into
a clearing that is today littered
with piles of gravel and brush.

Halfway across the country,
Holly Anderson Case, 10 at the
time, soon heard a knock on

the door of her family's
Springfield, Mo., home.

Her father, Bob Anderson,
traveling with colleagues, was
among the victims. He was a
safety engineer for Lanseair
Inc., an insurance agency based
in Springfield.

“I remember everything
that happened, I remembered
everyone that came to the
house,” said Case, who lives
just outside of Springfield.

Visitors  included  FBI
agents, who Case said subject-
ed her mother to intense “good
cop, bad cop” interrogations.

“My family is gratified that
the NTSB will finally analyze
this case without prejudice or
influence  from  outside
sources,” she said.

The documents

According to NTSB docu-
ments and cockpit transcripts,
at less than four minutes before
noon, the Cessna, carrying
Case's father, approached the
Asheville Airport. At the same
time, the Piedmont 727 was
readying for take-off.

In 1967, Asheville air traffic
control didn't have the luxury
of radar. James Watkins, the
controller working at the time,
had to be on the phone with
Atlanta to receive radar direc-
tion.

John Addison, the pilot of
the Cessna was cleared to land
as he approached the airport
from the Asheville VOR or
Sugar Loaf Mountain beacon,
10 miles east of the airport. The
documents show Watkins gave
the following clearance:

“Three one two one Sugar
cleared over the VOR to Broad
River, correction make that the
Asheville Radio Beacon ... over
the VOR to the Asheville Radio
Beacon ...."

The actual Asheville radio
beacon, where Watkins had

New evidence in 1967 plane crash

Asheville

According to new evidence, faulty air traffic
control directions and Boeing 727 crew's
negligence may have caused the state's
worst aviation disaster: a mid-air collision
in which all passengers and crew from both
planes were killed, 82 people in total.

T

beacon

Cessna’s directed flightpath
LR

Cessna’s actual flightpath
727 fiightpath

I ARSRRNRRENRY)
T

Approximate
crash site

directed the Cessna, was seven
miles northwest of the airport.

Addison replied that he
would be approaching “via two
three eight,” a specific bearing
that would put him at the
Broad River Beacon and the
same area the 727 would be in
after take-off. On Addison's
flight charts, the recently
installed Asheville beacon
where he was directed to go
was not even marked.

Houle found that the “via
two three eight” in the official
transcripts had been omitted in
the NTSB report. In its place, a
four-second pause was report-
ed.

“He told air traffic control
exactly the direction he was
going,” Houle said.

Meanwhile, Watkins was
busy on the phone with
Atlanta, directing the landing
of another Piedmont jet.

He did not hear the bearing
of “two three eight” and
told the Cessna to approach

R. Bradley/ CITIZEN-TIMES
for landing.

Court records sealed

Joe Dando, the owner of
Lanseair Inc. and the Cessna
involved in the collision, was
shocked to see the reports of
the crash on national news and
even more shocked to find out
two of his employees and the
pilot were dead as a result.

“It had an impact on me
personally,” said Dando, who
lives in Springfield, Mo. “I had
some valued employees that
perished.”

The collision put Dando out
of business. He also spent
nearly three months in
Asheville, giving a deposition
for a civil case filed in US.
District Court by victims’ fam-
ilies.

A settlement was made out-
side of court, but Dando said
he didn't know how much
actual settlement money the
families received.

Although all the settlements

June 12, 2006 Citizen-Times, Page A3
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were approved in 1971, US.
District Court Judge Lacey
Thornburg said the case was
sealed and would remain
sealed, after Houle requested
to see the court documents.

The collision

At two minutes before noon,
the Piedmont 727 took off from
the airport, headed for
Washington, D.C. Houle's
report suggests the pilot and
crew of the 727 made some
egregious errors in the seconds
before the collision.

Once in the air, Houle says
the crew of the jet violated air-
port departure procedure by
turning the plane to the east
before it reached a mandatory
5,000 feet.

When the plane changed
direction at 4,200 feet it exited
a computer guided flight plan
that would direct it to the next
waypoint. Now, the crew fell
under visual flight rules where
they were responsible for
looking out for what was in
front of them.

Right after take-off, the
transcript reports that the
crew became preoccupied
with a small fire that had
apparently flared up in an ash-
tray in the cockpit.

According to Houle, the
Cessna should have been visi-
ble to the crew within
moments if its members were
following visual flight rules.

The fire was a burning cig-
arette. A few seconds of good-
humored conversation fol-
lowed. After that, the tran-
script abruptly ends with one
of the crew members saying
“Ugh.”

At that moment, the Cessna
and 727 had collided in mid-air
killing everyone on both
planes.

In the NTSB report, there
was no mention of the ashtray

fire and the distraction it may
have caused.

Old case, new evidence

The report was adopted in
1968 and became the first
major air catastrophe the
NTSB had investigated. The
board was formed only three
months before the accident.

During the investigation
there was a hearing in which
John Yodice represented the

interests of the Aircraft
Owners and Pilots
Association,

“At the time, the concern
always was that the recom-
mendations coming out from
the NTSB would be inimical to
private aviation,” said Yodice,
who still works as an attorney
for the AOPA.

Although the NTSB report
says the Cessna was the pri-
mary cause of the accident,
Yodice said some safety rec-
ommendations were made. As
a result, navigational aids are
no longer named after the air-
ports.

The Asheville beacon, the
source of the Cessna pilot's
confusion was renamed
Biltmore. The Asheville VOR
was officially changed to the
Sugar Loaf beacon.

But after nearly 40 years,
Yodice is not sure how much
effect the consideration of
Houle's new evidence by the
NTSB will have.

“The question is after such
a long period, is it just a
Pyrrhic victory or is there a
good tangible result that
comes from it?” Yodice asked.

For Houle, a man with no
connection to the accident
who made it his mission to
find the real cause of one of
the nation’s worst mid-air
collisions, he just wants the
facts revealed and entered into
the record.



NTSB stands by '67 Hendersonville crash findings

THE ASSOCIATED PRE S

HENDERSONVILLE — After
looking at an amateur histori-
an’s work, the National

Transportation Safety Board
will stand by its findings from a
1967 midair crash in North
Carolina.

Paul Houle of Spartanburg
had studied the crash between a
Piedmont Airlines jet and a
Cessna that killed 82 people

near Hendersonville.

He has said the NTSB
wrongly said the Cessna pilot
was at fault.

The NTSB agreed last year
to look at evidence from Houle,
who lives a few miles from the
rural crash site.

But in a letter to Houle last
week, officials said they would
stand by the original report.

The July 19, 1967, crash killed

7

two insurance executives from
Springfield, Mo., and their
Cessna pilot, along with 74
passengers and five crew
members on . Piedmont
Airlines’ Flight 22.

The NTSB’s report issued 14
months later said the probable
cause “was the deviation of the
Cessna 310 from its IFR
(Instrument Flight Rules) clear-
ance, resulting in a flightpath

into airspace allocated to the
Piedmont Boeing 727.”

Arguing probe flawed

Houle — who didn't have
any connection to any of the
victims — argued that the

investigation was flawed and
may have unfairly blamed the
Cessna for the crash.

He said air traffic controllers
had given confusing instruc-

February 11, 2007 Citizen-Times, Page C4
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tions, the 737 pilot had strayed
from his specified course, and
that the plane’s crew was dis-
tracted by a fire in a cockpit
ashtray less than a minute
before the collision.

Houle also noted that the
NTSB's chiefl investigator at the
time was the brother of a
Piedmont vice president.

The NTSB said there was no
evidence the connection affect-

ed the case. It also said the fire
was deemed inconsequential
and that it isn't clear what the
Cessna pilot told the control
tower because the tape was gar-
bled.

But Houle questions
whether the NTSB conducted a
new investigation rather than
reviewing old notes. He says
he'll lobby Congress to keep the

case alive.
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The memorial, shown above, was dedicated in 2004.

Travel 1-26, taking Exit 49 (U. S. 64 West/Four Seasons Boulevard). Drive .4-mile to the second
traffic light, turning left onto Orrs Camp Road, across from Carolina Village Road. The flag pole will be
clearly seen ahead of you, at Jack Drive, across from Mitchelle Drive and, as of May 5, 2017, in front of
United Federal Credit Union at 101 Jack Street, and Shuler Funeral Home at 125 Orrs Camp Road. The
majority of debris landed at Camp Pinewood, on West Prince Road, approximately .4 mile further on Orrs
Camp Road.

The victims’ names are listed on the monument according to the aircraft’s manifest. The jet’s crew
is listed fifth-through-eighth from the bottom, and the Cessna’s passengers and pilot are listed as the final
three.

L L L e R S
Al I...___*_1‘I._ ._l. ek

by

Flight 22 Memorial

we memory of those who lost their lives

ve Hendersonville, NC on July 19, 1967.
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This memorial was funded through generous donations from the following:

The City of Hendersonville, NC
Mountain 15% Bank & Trust
Vulcan Materials, Company

McMahan & Sons Monuments

The Western North €arolina Air Museum
Ihe McNaughton Family
he Deborah D. Davis Family
Ultimatep.c.medic.com
Mr. Michael Moll
Mr. Harold Wood

And others' who chose to remain anonymous.

The online donor seen on the plaque above is at http://ultimatep.c.medic.com/

Burial information: https://findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fe.cgi?page=vesr&GSveid=464560
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Piedmont’s $52, 384-page, hardcover, coffee table history book, Piedmont: Flight of the Pacemaker,
151




written in 2006 by Frank Elliott, and compiled by Elizabeth K. Norfleet, is at the Hendersonville and

Fletcher Library. It may be bought from the usual booksellers or from the Piedmont Aviation Historical
Society, P.O. Box 25864, Winston-Salem, NC 27114 or 336-765-4363.
http:// www.jetpiedmont.com/pahs/OrderForm0907.pdf

The Crash of

fieci‘ﬁront Airlines
Flighf 22 e

Completing the : %
Record of the 1967 = : ;|
Midair Collision Near R

Hendersonville,
North Carolina

The above 224-page, $35 hardcover book, written in 2016 by the same gentleman who asked for the
2006 investigation, is helpful. This same gentleman spearheaded the movement for the monument shown
on the previous pages. The book is available at the usual booksellers, as well the Henderson County
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Heritage Museum and the Henderson and Buncombe County Libraries.

Mr. Houle has almost twenty years of experience in transportation. A former traffic accident
investigator with the U.S. Army, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in history from the University
of North Florida in Jacksonville in 1992, and a master’s degree in Aeronautical Science from Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University in 2008.

He states, “This book is an effort to answer the questions of those families who lost loved ones in
the crash of Piedmont Flight 22. Tt is hoped that the questions of those families who lost loved ones in
the crash of the Cessna are also answered. The book’s focus is on events leading to the crash. Although it
speaks to the professional lives of some victims, it is not an extended biography, nor a book of “gore.”
Mr. Houle explains much about the recorded conversations, which helps the reader understand what may
otherwise be confusing contexts.

Excerpts are at
https://books.google.com/books?id=IJmIECWAAQBAJ&pg=PA53&source=gbs_selected pages&c

ad=3#v=onepage&g&f=false

Writings from the late John Keel — http://www.johnkeel.com/ - author, journalist, parapsychologist,
and student of unidentified flying objects, say “important men” were killed in airplane crashes, one of
whom he said was Piedmont Flight 22 victim Secretary-Designate of the Navy McNaughton —
http://www.johnkeel.com/?p=3209

At least a couple of questions remain. Where the fire departments get water to fight the fire(s)
other than from a “gulley” as mentioned in one article? The lake at Camp Pinewood may have been used,
but no documentation has been found. Another question is why the judge ordered the sealing of the
records of all lawsuits. It doesn’t seem reasonable to think that such a large number of lawsuits were
settled out-of-court, with the requirement that the settlement(s) remain sealed.

All newspaper articles and newspaper photographs ©Asheville Citizen

'From Piedmont: Flight of the Pacemaker ©2006, Page 232, used with permission

’The Last Salute, Civil and Military Funerals, 1921-1969, by B. C. Mossman and M. W. Stark
3Quotation used with author’s permission

Asheville Fire Department information is from fire department records

July 18, 2017 Citizen:  http://www.citizen-times.com/story/news/local/2017/07/17/memories-
regions-worst-air-crash-remain-painful/484055001/
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