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Introduction

On May 6, 2020, during the early months of the coronavirus pandemic, the North Carolina State
Firefighters’ Association (NCSFA) announced the cancellation of their annual conference.
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The South Atlantic Fire Rescue Expo was scheduled to take place in Raleigh on August 12-15, 2020. As
they noted in their announcement, it was only the fourth time the event has been cancelled in their 133-

year history.

The following is a short (short?) history of conference cancellations of the past, along with the 1944

delay due to polio, and some tournament and fire college cancellations.

Convention Delayed... Due to Polio, 1944

1944

On July 24, 1944, NCSFA Vice President Charles Burkett announced that the
annual convention in Charlotte, scheduled for August 10-14, would be
postponed for one month due to the “infantile paralysis epidemic.” As
reported by the Durham Sun on that date, Burkett said that the Executive
Committee made the decision based upon the advice of State Health Officer
Dr. Carl V. Reynolds. The convention was rescheduled to September 12-14,
with the same program as was planned for the August dates.

During the polio outbreaks of the 1940s and 1950s, the North Carolina fire
departments and rescue squads assisted with public health efforts by
adding iron lungs to their emergency equipment. Below is a picture of the
Durham Fire Department receiving an iron lung, as photographed by
Charles Cooper for the Durham Morning Herald circa March 30, 1948.

State F11 emen
Postpone ! ‘Vleet
DueTo Poho

- Chief Frank _W Bennett, - vice
president’ of -(Be :North Carolina
State Firemen's Associatlon, an:
nounced {oday that the assaciation s
annual convention scheduled * for
Charlotte ‘Aug.'10-14 has been post-
poned because of-the infanﬂle pn
ralysis epidemie:”

Chief Bennett sald. that the asso-
ciation’s’ executive commitice  has
decided to postpone ~the. meeting
upon the advice of Dr. Carl V.-Rey-
nolds, Stale Health Officer, ~and
that plans now-¢all for the conven
tion to be held Sepl. 12.14. b

The_same program :will be car:
ried out in. Sepiember - thal was
planned for next month, he said.

Chief Bennett served as presidem
of the assoclation in 1923

Durham Sun — July 24, 1944

Learn more at https://www.facebook.com/LegerosFire/posts/3411010062260531




Photo citation: P0105-01-01-07-085 in the Durham Herald Company Newspaper Photograph Collection
#P0105, North Carolina Collection Photographic Archives, The Wilson Library, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Conventions Cancelled Due to War Conditions

1943

On June 17, 1943, Statesville Fire Department Chief “Red” Gaither told the Statesville Daily Record that
the annual firemen’s convention would not be held that year. Among the cited reasons were the
wartime restrictions on domestic travel.

The state association had taken a vote, with 92 departments voting against, and 23 voting in favor. Upon
receiving all votes, the following notice was sent to member departments by President Charles L.
Burkett:

“Upon the return [of votes] as set forth above, the duty of the executive committee was made plain:
Therefore, the following resolution was unanimously passed by the committee, cancelling the 1943
convention of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association.”



“RESOLUTION: That the return of the vote, clearly indicates that a
great majority are in favor of canceling the 1943 convention, and upon

iy oo g o 50 oo |FRENEN CALLOFF
the authority vested in the executive committee, they do now, an
hereby, declére the 1943 convention canceled.” ' ]943 EUNVENHUN

Officers of the State Association will promptly, on or, after June 30, -| Action In Keeping With
prepare their reports as usual. The books and records will be audited : Restrictions On

as usual, and the report of the officers, together with the report of the ¢ Travel ‘
audit, will be published in book form and forwarded to you as soonas .}, The 1943 convention of the North |-

; rolina State Firemen's Association
inted.” ! |has been canceled, according to an |
printed. " | official notice received today by Chief |,
t1L. M. Gaither, of the Statesville Fire

deg‘nrtment :

“Th iation will function durine th i it has in th L. Burkets of ‘the State Eivements |
The association will function during the next year just as it has in the Rt _§avise°s ;}..t". ol |
past, with the exception that the annual convention will not be held.”  !{en meeeptin 38 fire departments|’

y|vear and 92 departments favoring |-
_ | canceling the 1943 convention,
It was pointed out that the Associ-

“ i i i i i > ati dll function, al, with
A failure to hold any annual meeting at the time designated in the ] o i f s e vanntt

constitution shall in no ways make a dissolution of the association. See ~ -|ervention.

constitution, Article 4, Section 2.” i;atf;';'e Record & Landmark, June

About Travel Restrictions

During World War Il, travel within the United States was impacted by HAVE YOU

REALLY TRIED

\

gasoline rationing. A nationwide program began on December 1, 1942,
and ended on August 15, 1945. A national speed limited of 35 mph was
also imposed, to save fuel as well as rubber for tires. For a short period in
1943, gas rations were further reduced and all “pleasure driving” was
prohibited.

AN

Sources:

Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Rationing in the United States

What is Gas Rationing? Gas Ration Stickers,
https://laurenfix.com/article/gas-rationing-gas-ration-stickers

Join's .
‘Eqr-Shuring Club
TODAY'®




1945

On June 21, 1945, the Executive Committee met in Salisbury and
passed a resolution postponing the annual convention, due to the
ongoing war conditions.

The NCSFA produced a printed booklet that year, similar to the annual
printed proceedings, with the reports of officers, the year’s financials,
and other information. In the booklet, the President’s message noted
that the gasoline shortage—due to wartime rationing—prevented his
visiting to as many fire departments as conducted last year. It also
compelled him to decline invitations to meetings with certain groups.

The Statistician’s report noted that through May 1 of that year, more
than 600 “associations” had been denied permissions to large
meetings, while only fifteen had been approved. The approved groups
included labor unions, church organizations, united service
organizations, and the Red Cross. He reported that through May 1,
1945, not a single “firematic organization” had received permission
from the federal government’s War Committee on Conventions.

1946

Conventions

Fail To Get
U. S. Support

Washipgtog, Jan. 22 — ¥ —
The War Committee on Cooven-

tiong has denied sali but (wo of
the first 110 requesis for permis-

sion o Lold group meelings of)

more than 51U persons.

Arnouncing this today, the Com-|!

rittee Chairman, Col. J. Montoe
Johnson, renewed his plea  that
meelings not requiring commitice

apgroval be vestricled {0 minfmuem |
alfendance or cancelled outrizght(:
‘unless the meeting will actually|;
% x x furlher the nation's war ef-|

fort.”

The two organizallons whose
meetings received commitiee ap-
proval are the American Red Cross
which plans to conduct a” series
of reglonal meetings in connection
with its $200,000,600 war fund
campaign, aopd ibe United War
Fund of North Carolina, which
will hold & onc-day mectiog of
persons in Mtaleigh. G

Jolkinsen meanwhile annoucced
an addition to the geperal exemp-
tion permitting meetings of 50
persons or less. Purely locdl meet-
ings of more than 50 persons using
ouly «ity or suburban faeilitles
will not require a speclal permit.
This exemptlon applies also to
rural communiiies using {ransit
facllities within 2 normal irading
area and for which no hotel sleep
ing accommodations are necessary.

Burlington Daily Times,
January 22, 1945

The annual convention planned for 1946 was also cancelled, due to the Executive Board unable to

“obtain a meeting place.”
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On December 19, 1946, NCSFA members[1] held a meeting in Salisbury, for the purpose of electing new
officers and discussing some new business, notably passing seven resolutions for improve the state fire
prevention laws, to be presented before the State Attorney General.

[1] Based on the news story, the meeting did not consist of the full membership, but just fire chiefs and,
presumably, the NCSFA executive board.



Salisbury, Dec. 19.—Asheville Fire
Chietf J. C. Fitzgerald was named
president of the North Carolina
Firemen's Assoclation succecding
the late Fire Chief Frank Bennett
of Durham, at a meeting of the as-
sociation here todny, The meeting
was called by Charlotte Fire Chiefl
W. H. Palmer, State Fire Chief's

Session Ends

Raleigh, Dec. 19, (M—A five-
member legislative committee of

the County Commissioners Associa-
tion today ended sessions here on
the discussion of proposed legisla-
tion for the 1947 General Assembly.

J. H. Vaughan of Nash County is
chairman of the committee.

The bills, affecting local govern-
ment, would remove to some other
agency than the tax supervisor the
gathering of farm census informa-
tion; would provide more adequate
care of ncedy, and would provide
more farm-to-market highways.

Association head, to elect a succes- houses over two stories in height,

sor for Bennett.

The meeling was attended by |proof” hotels and slecping places.

Cosmo L. Cox, recently named to

Durham.

called on the fire chiefs to unite[to cover hotels, similar buildings
with hotel owners in devising “rea-|and schools in ¢

sonable, scnsible, amendments to
the present State fire code in the
interest of prevention of future
hotel fire catastrophies, similar to!
Allanta’s Hotel Wincoff fire. The:
present spotlight placed on hotel;
fires has placed a prave responsi-:
bility on the shoulders of fire fight-,
ing officials everywhere.” He called
on North Carolina leaders for “cour-,
ageous” action,

The meeting passed seven resolu-
tions to be placed before the atior-
ney gencral of the State in the in-|
terest of bettering the present fire
laws of the State. They are:

Require automatie sprinkler pro-
tection in hotels and apartment

State Firemen Elect J. C. Fitzgerald New President

Require fire alarmg in hotels,

Limit the height of so-called “fire-|large apartments and schools.

Require walchman service on a

L ! Revive the precious law whichipatlrol basis in holels and similar

succeed Bennett as fire chiet of|required outside fire escapes on|buildings.

certain hotel structures,
State Fire Marshall Sherwood| Extend condemnation authority of|and other establishments operated

Brockwell addressing the meeting|fire chiefs and building inspectorsias adjunct units in hotels to be

ounty areas.

Require laundries, drug stores

separated from the main strygture
by fire walls and outside openings.

—
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Durham Morning Herald — December 20, 1946

North Carolina Volunteer Fire Fighters Association

For decades beginning in 1890, the state association of black firefighters also held annual conventions.
The two- to four-day event included both business meetings and tournaments.

Formally named the North Carolina Volunteer Fire Fighters Association (NCVFFA), the organization also
apparently suspended their annual gatherings during World War Il. No newspaper accounts of those
events have been found for the years 1943 to 1947.

The last convention during World War Il was apparently held in Warrenton in August 1942, and wasn’t
followed until Greenville in July 1948.

The NCVFFA conducted annual conventions through at least 1970, and with at least two later
conventions held in 1978 and 1996.

Tournament Cancellations

For decades, the annual NCSFA convention included a tournament. These contests between competing

fire companies featured timed events involving hand- and horse-drawn fire apparatus, ranging from
hand reel races to “steam engine trials.”

Over those early decades, the tournaments were interrupted once for funding in 1893, and then for
three years during World War I.




1893

The fifth annual convention was held in Wilmington in July 1893,
but without a tournament. This announcement printed in the
Raleigh News & Observer on July 22, 1893, noted:

Attention N.C. Firemen!

The fifth annual convention of the “North Carolina State
Firemen’s Association” will assemble in the city of Wilmington,
July 26th, at 9 a.m., and will remain in session till such business
as may come before it is transacted. On account of the
stringency in money matters, the executive committee have
decided it best not to have a tournament this year. Delegates are
requested to be on hand at the appointed hour. Reduced rates
on railroads and hotels.

T. A. Green, President
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Attention, N, U. Firemen!

The fifth annual convention of
the “North Carolina State Firemen's
Assoociation” will assemble in the
city of Wilmington, July 26th, at 9
& m, and will remain in session till
such business as may come before
it is transacted. On account of tae
stringency in money matters, the
executive committee have decided
it best not to have a tournament
this year, Delegates are requested
to be on hand at the appointed
hour. Reduced rates on railroads
and hotels. T. A. Greey,

. Presidenf.
J. W. GriFrirn,
Secretary and Treasurers
et 4

News & Observer, July 22, 1893

Reported the Wilmington Morning Star on July 23, 1893, “It is a matter of regret to the firemen of

Wilmington, as well as many other citizens, that owing to circumstances over which they have no
control, suitable arrangements for the annual tournament could not be made.” The Raleigh News &
Observer on July 25, 1893, noted “The committee having the matter in hand deemed it quite impossible

at present to raise the funds necessary to make the tournament a success. They consequently had to

abandon the idea.”
1917

In May 1917, newspapers reported that NCSFA President James
McNeill issued a statement on May 21 that the annual meeting and
tournament planned to be held in Asheville had been cancelled.
And that the executive committee would be meeting soon, to begin
planning for next year’s event.

This proved a premature announcement, and the event was still
held, but in Morehead City instead of Asheville.

No tournament was held, however, as the county was also sending
soldiers overseas to fight in World War I. In response to those “war
conditions on the home front,” the executive committee cancelled
the contests.

From the printed proceedings:

President McNeill:

-

FIREMEN T PASS
ANNUAL CONVENTION

By the Associated Press.

Fayetteville, N. C.,, May 21.—Jas.
D. MeNeill, president of the North
Carolina Firemen’s Association, is-
sued a statement today declaring that
the annual meeting and tournament
which was to have been held at Ash-
eville, has been called off.

Mr. MeN-zill said a meeting of the
executive committee will be held soon
s-|to arrange for the convention next
.| year.

18 !
Hickory Daily Record — May 21, 1917
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My Friends and Comrades: You all well know last year at our annual convention in the City of Raleigh we

accepted an invitation from our Asheville friends to meet this year and hold our annual convention and

tournament. However, this great war which has come upon us made it necessary, as with many other

similar bodies, and on account of the crisis through which America is now passing and which is
demanding the physical strength of the nation, caused your committee to meet in Asheville this spring



to discuss these conditions and the advisability of dispensing with the tournament this year, and it was
mutually agreed by them that it was for the best interest of all that this great body of ours should follow
in the footsteps of all large bodies throughout this broad land and hold only a convention of delegates
for the purpose of transacting our necessary business.

Therefore, we are meeting for the first time in our history simply as a delegate convention, and | look
upon this as one of the most important conventions from a business standpoint. Your committee also
saw fit to postpone our meeting in Asheville for one year, hoping that by that time the war clouds will
have rolled away and that we may be able to meet there in 1918 and have the best tournament we have
ever held. The Asheville committee is here to renew that invitation to meet there in 1918. Our
committee, therefore, selected Morehead City for our annual convention of 1917, because the
Morehead City Fire Department has been one of our leading fire departments, and we felt it was due to
them that we hold our convention here.

8 Proceedings North Carolina State Firemen's Association 9

ing to risk their lives for the protection of property and ing with the tournament this year, and it was mutually
?l‘f‘-‘ of ‘_“-'" people, and ‘_‘"l‘ pray :I.'Iu\.E. _'“”’ Father, that agreed by them that it was for 'tl](.‘ best interest of all that
“t(]_l.]_\‘-']i_t he.]]). us to realize that Thou didst make a great this great body of ours should follow in the fooisteps of
sacrifice in BSOS Thy Son, Jesus Christ, and we pray all large bodies throughout this broad land and hold only
Thee that Thou wilt speed the day when He shall be King " . i
and he shall be crowned King in every heart and in every
life in North Carolina. We pray Thy blessings, our Father,
upon our nation at this time of war and we pray that Thou
wilt be with the men who are standing in the forefront
of our nation at this time and we pray Thy blessings on
~ur mnen who have heen and who are going to called to
the colors of our nation. We pray Thy blessings, our

a convention of delegates for the purpose of trans acting
our necessary business. Therefore, we are meeting for the
first time in our history simply as a delegate convention,
and I look upon this as one of the most important conven-
tions from a business standpoint. Your committee also saw
fit to postpone our meeting in Asheville for one year, hop-
ing that by that time the war clouds will have rolled away
Father, upon all the nations of the world who realize that and #vy S Ky B8 A0S 16 MG HATE Iy }[.]M e ]“?"*
y e . o Bl gt the best tournament we have ever held. The Asheville
::::t'li‘::.?E;;:Jlmlll?cg(Eid:hjilt t]h:::sdéi\:;‘:lj,::f I‘:\I\(el'}];‘t .comm[ttee is here t_n renew that invitation to meet th«?re
e =2 - i = ) in 1918. Our committee, therefore, selected Morehead City
blessing in every home. Again, our Father, we pray Thy c .
blessing upon these men and their loved ones they have
left behind them and that no danger may befall those
who are left at home until these men get back where they
can be of real service and protection again, and we pray

e

for our annual convention of 1917, because the Morehead
City Fire Department has been one of our leading fire De-
partments, and we felt it was due to them that we hold
our convention here.

Y ; ) : [ now have the pleasure of presenting to you Mr. Hamil-
fhat Thon sily h_le:;:'. g oo e G A ¥g deed ]"]““'“Tg ton, of Morehead City, who will make you welcome to this
and that Thou direct our lives and save us, and we ask this =
in Christ’s name. Amen.

desirable resort. Mr. Hamilton.

Mr. L. H. Hamilton:

President McNeill : Mr. President and Gentlemen of the North Carolina State
Firemen's Association. I do not have to assure the gentle-
men of this Associaiion of their welcome, because we are
confident that they feel their welcome. As for myself, I feel
a slight touch of fire already. Therefore, words of wel-
come will not be long, and certainly not so very boring, [
trust. We helieve that when about a million years ago
when in a rage, Jupiter sent his thunderbolt hurling to the
earth he did not then know that somewhere and somehow
this immortal flame would properly terrify certain portions
of the earth below ; however, such has been the case, and

My Friends and Comrades: You all well know last year
at our annual convention in the City of Raleigh we accepted
an invitation from our Asheville friends to meet this year
and hold our annual convention and tournament. Iinw-
ever, this great war which has come upon us made it neces-
sary, as with many other similar bodies, and on account
of the crisis through which America is now passing and
which is demanding the physical strength of the nation,
caused your committee to meet in Asheville this spring
io discuss these conditions and the advisability of dispens-

From “Proceedings of the Thirtieth Annual Convention and Tournament of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association Held
at Morehead City, North Carolina, July 24-27, 1917”



1918

With war conditions still impacting the country, the NCSFA executive committee again changed their
convention plans. Asheville as the location was again postponed, and the conference was held in
Wrightsville Beach. The tournament, however, was again cancelled.

From the printed proceedings:
President McNeill:

Heretofore, as you all know, meetings of the North Carolina State Fire Association have been
accompanied by a tournament where exhibitions of skill were shown to the people, making it a big
gathering; but owing to conditions existing on account of this fearful war, which the whole world seems
to be engaged in, and in our patriotic desire to do everything to help the situation, we have eliminated
the tournament at the annual meetings until peace again prevails throughout the land, at which time we
propose, in the City of Asheville, the biggest, best, and greatest peace jubilee in Dixie that has ever been
held. Mayor Moore, we want you to be there. We are going to have a dickens of a time.

14 Proceedings Morth Carclina
State Firemen's Association 15
President McNeill:
Carolina State Fire Association have been accompanied by
a tournament where exhibitions of skill were shown to the
people, making it a hig gathering ; but owing to conditions
existing on account of this fearfu! war, which the whole
Mr. Turner: world seems to be engaged in, and in our patriotic desire
to do everything to help the situation, we have eliminated
the tournament at the annval meetings until peace again
X e prevails throughout the land, at which time we propose,
President McNeill: in the City of Asheville, the biggest, besi, and greatest
peace jubilee in Dixie that has ever been held. Mayor
Moore, we want vou to be there. We are going to have

The Chair will recognize for a short response the “Mark
Hanna” of this Association, James D, Turner, of Louis-
burg.

You said you wanted it short, We are all tickled to
dea h to be here.  (Laughter.)

That will practically conclude our opening meeting,

I desire to add that this Convention is an open Conven-
tion. It is a real democratic Convention. We will be glad a dickens of a time.
to have the citizens of Wrightsville Beach and Wilming- Now, Gentlemen of the Convention, the Chair declares

ton to attend our Session. Our deliberations are for the the Convention open and ready for regular business.

purpose of improving the most valuable services men can
give to their fellow men in the preservation of our homes,
lives and property. We are here to extend greetings, to
exchange greetings Dbtween old friends and make new
ones. We are going to elevate and advance the fire service
in North Carolina. That is what we are here for today:
that and to attend to the regular routine business of the
Association,  As all of you Gentlemen know, through the
influence of this Association we have today in the treas-
ury of the Relief Fund seventy-five thousand dollars and
more. That is filty cents on every hundred dollars worth
of premium that is collected and distributed to the iowns
and cities of the State in proportion in which they pay for
the purpose of safeguarding all of these men from any loss
of time occasioned by sickness or injury they may receive
in performance of the epatriotic duty of protecting life and
property. It is our purpose to care for that fund, which is
a sacred fund; it 1s to see that it is properly distributed;
it is to see that it is managed in a businesslike way. Tha:

i5 one of the main features of our annual sessions
Heretofore, as you all know. meetings of the North

Gentlemen please pay a tention to the roll call. I
want to say that unfortunately, our BSecretary, whom
we have all learned to love, met with a very serious acci-
den: Saturday morning, He was riding in a Ford with-
out lights and met with an accident. He wrote me it was
absolutely impossible for him to be here, but if his physi-
cian would allow him, he will try to get here hefore the
Session adjourns. In lien of his absence. T have appointed
my friend, R. C. Taylor, third Vice President of the As-
socia.ion, to act as Secretary. Mr. Tavlor will now please
call the roll of the Association.

Mr. Taylor calls the roll.

President McNeill::

s any delegate present whose name has not been
called? (No Tesponse. | I regret to see so many absent.

The next business in order to perfect the organization
of this Coavention will be Jhe appointment of a committee
on credentials. [ will appoint that committee at once and
they will meet right at the expiration of this session and
all of you who have credentials should hand them in so
the roll of the Convention may be made up. Secretary

From “Proceedings of the Thirty-First Annual Convention and Tournament of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association Held
at Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina, August 12, 1918”



1919

Twice deferred as the conference location, the city of Asheville hosted the annual state firemen’s
meeting in July 1919. There was no tournament, as transportation was unavailable for the participating
fire company equipment.

Noted President James McNeill in the printed proceedings “It will be recalled, that the Asheville original
invitation was to include a big Peace Jubilee and Tournament, but this was found to be impossible, as
the railroads, upon whom we are dependent for transportation and rate privileges are still being
operated under war conditions and that we could not make any arrangements with them to even get
our usual reduced rates, much less any transportation privileges. The tournament feature, therefore,
had to be eliminated, and only the regular convention be held as we have done for the past two years.”

During the conference, Raleigh Fire Chief Charles Farmer motioned that a committee of five be
appointed to revise the tournament rules and regulations. After remarks by President McNeill, who
noted that the “tournament feature is again a very live issue”, the motion was seconded and carried.

The committee met during the conference and recommended two actions: new rules be written
“governing motor trucks” and the rules for “wagon and reel races” be amended. And both of which
would be published in the printed proceedings. Their report was adopted.

The following year, the tournament resumed as a feature of the annual convention, which was held in
August 1920 in Fayetteville. The tournament featured motor truck contests only, with horse- and hand
apparatus contests discontinued. The rules for the motor truck contests were developed and tested by
members of the Fayetteville Fire Department, where President James McNeill was Chief of Department.
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reach of the coupling breaker, until hose is commenced to be
buttman and slack-puller allowed not more than 15 feet of

RULES GOVERNING MOTOR CONTEST AT FAYETTEVILLE slack to jump with; cap on hydrant to be on 3 full threats.
CONVENTION AND TOURNAMENT 1020, Rule & The time of the Hose serviee and the Chemical serviee
to be Ke separate, Heparate prizes to be given to the winners in
ko each contest.
Rule A nentral judge, who is not in any way connected with
Rule 1, Contest shall be to test the efficiency of the men, and not the team Iz the run, to ride on truek and report any infraction
for speed of truck. of the above rules.
Rule 2, Team shall consist of not more than ¥ men, one of whom Rule 10. No oue except members of team starting with truek
ghall be eaptain. Team to be sub-divided into 2 sub-teams. one for allowed (e slst o any partieular,
the Hose contest and one for the Chemical contest. The Hose team I'he General Rules of the Associntion to govern Judges in mak

tis consist of 1 wrenchman, 1 buttman, 1 slack-puller, 1 eoupling- ing all decidlons.
breaker and 1 nozsleman—3 men. The Chemical team to conslst of
2 laddermen and 1 elimber—3 men ; total, § men,

Rule 3. Truck shall be furnizhed by the eity where Tournament
i to be held. Same truck to be used by all teams alike. A compe-
tent ehauffeur to be furnizhed by the , to drive for all alike. He
shall he sworn to give as near as humanly possible the same
start, the same speed and same finish to all teams ali

Rule 4. Truck to start from a standstill with men on truck,
from a point pot less than 200 yards from hydrant; to run with fair
speed, same to all, breaking string that sounds starting gong at hy-
drant, 100 feet from hydrant, and pass hydrant and come to a full
stop opposite the ladder-shed, which shall be erected on the oppo-
wite gide of the street, 50 feot beyond the hydrant, (Hydrant to be
on right ; ladder-shed on left.)

Rule 5. Men to jump from truck remove cap, connect hose to
hpdrant, lay 2 zections of hose, break coupling, attach nozzle and
show water at nozzle. The Chemical men to unship ladders, place
eame against pdder-ghed ; the climber to mount same and touch top
wed with his chemical nozzle. Ladder to be standard
tension truck ladder.

Rule 6. There shall be two sets of timers, one for the Hose
contest, and one for the Chemical contest. Hose contest shall be
W i the Chemical contest to be DRY. me shall be taken by
Tty = of timers at the sonnd of the starting gong—until water
shows at the nezzle for the Hosemen, and from the touch of the
chemical nozzle at top ronnd of ladder-shed hy the Chemical men.

Rule 7. In the Water Contest, conpling must be broken and
water shown, opposite or beyond the hydrant; hose must be laid in
truck, same as for fire service; second coupling (the one to be
broken) to be on 3 full three threads and placed in truck, beyond

From “Proceedings of the Thirty-Third Annual Convention and Tournament of the North Carolina State Firemen’s Association
Held at Fayetteville, North Carolina, August 9-14, 1920”

Fire College Cancellations

The NCSFA-sponsored North Carolina Fire College and Drill School was held annually each spring or
summer, beginning with the first fire college held in Asheville on April 30 to May 2, 1929e. During its
early decades, the fire college location alternated between Asheville, Charlotte, Durham, and
Wilmington. It was held exclusively in Charlotte from 1949 to 1964. Beginning in 1965, it again
alternated between locations in western, central, and eastern North Carolina.

It appears that only one instance of the fire college was cancelled during the war years, planned in 1945
for Charlotte.

Author

The author of this document is Mike Legeros.
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