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Raleigh Fire Department Family Tree 

Version 6.3 – March 1, 2024 

 

 Compiled by Mike Legeros. 

 Ranks and statuses last updated February 2020. 

 Ranks are listed as present-day equivalent. 

 Many of these have appeared in past editions of the Raleigh Fire Department Newsletter. 

 Use the Search feature of this window to find specific names in this document. 

 Nearly all of this information is based on oral histories and personal accounts. 

 

Change Log 

 Updated ranks. Connected entries for Scott White and Tillie White. March 1, 2024 

 Numerous updates, including additions, rank changes, etc. Mar 21, 2023.  

 No other updates since 2021.  
 

Contents 

Four Generations ........................................................................................................................................................2 

Three Generations ......................................................................................................................................................2 

Fathers and Sons .........................................................................................................................................................3 

Grandsons ...................................................................................................................................................................5 

Brothers and Sisters ....................................................................................................................................................5 

Husbands and Wives ..................................................................................................................................................7 

Extended Families ......................................................................................................................................................8 

Other Relations ......................................................................................................................................................... 13 

Three Wilbert Dunns ................................................................................................................................................ 14 

Bagwell and Brockwell ............................................................................................................................................ 14 

Index ......................................................................................................................................................................... 15 



 

 
2 

 

 
Four Generations 

 Lt. Joseph L. Ray (ret. 1976) is the father of 

o Capt. J. Stan Ray (ret. 1996), who is the father of 

 Capt. Kenneth C. Ray, who is father of  

 Firefighter J. Scott Ray, and 

 Firefighter Jordan D. Lairson. 

Three Generations 

 Capt. Wade M. Boyette (ret. 1990) is the father of 

o Bat. Chief David W. Boyette, who is the father of 

 Lt. David W. Boyette II, and the stepfather of 

 Captain John R. Mitchell. 

 Capt. Boyette is also the nephew of 

o Capt. Melvin D. Williams (ret. 1981).  

 

 Capt. Titus L. Brown (ret. 2005) is the father of 

o Capt. Donnie L. Brown (ret 2019), who is the father of 

 Lt. Donnie L. Brown II, and 

 Senior Firefighter Dillon N. Brown.  

 

 Capt. Jerry K. Hodges (ret. 1995) is the father of 

o Capt. Craig C. Hodges (ret. 2014), who is the father of  

 Capt. Christopher C. Hodges. 

  

 Lt. Bobby L. Smith (ret. 1977) is the father-in-law of 

o Asst. Chief Garry G. Spain  (ret. 2015), who is father of 

 Lt. Colton G. Spain 

o Chief Spain is also brother of 

 Div. Chief Barry D. Spain  (ret. 2016) 

o Lt. Smith is also the uncle of 

 Asst. Chief W. Keith Tessinear (died 2019), who is the brother-in-law of both 

 Lt. and Asst. Facilities Manager Matthew D. Taylor (ret. 2022), and 

 Bat. Chief David P. Whitley (ret. 2023), who is the stepson of 
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o Lt. Charles R. Hinton (ret. 1992) 

 Both Tessinear and Whitley are the uncles of Lt. Justin B. Hales 

 

 Firefighter (and later shop supervisor) James C. Ellis (ret. 1976) is the father of 

o Capt. J. Wayne Ellis (ret. 2005), who is the father of 

 Capt. Joshua J. Ellis. 

 

 Firefighter Henderson Taylor (left 1942) is the father of 

o Capt. Henderson B. Taylor Jr. (ret. 1981), who is the father of 

 Firefighter Timothy B. Taylor (left 1990) 

 

Fathers and Sons 

 Asst. Chief Ronny D. Mizell  (ret. 2021) is the father of 

o Firefighter Todd D. Mizell 

 Asst. Chief H. Frank Warner (ret. 2012) is the father of 

o Senior Firefighter Walter F. Warner (left 2022) 

 Division Chief Robin R. Johnson (ret. 2016) is the father of 

o First Class Firefighter Darryl W. Johnson  

 Division Chief Ian S. Toms is the father of 

o First Class Firefighter Hunter S. Toms  

 Bat. Chief W. Nick Glover (ret. 1996) is the father of 

o Capt. and Incident Safety Officer Todd A. Glover 

 Bat. Chief Robert T. Hodge is the son of 

o Firefighter Donald A. Hodge (left 1960) 

 Bat. Chief Richard M. Siebel is the father of 

o Firefighter Brett E. Siebel 

 Bat. Chief L. Alan Walters (ret. 2012) is the father of 

o Capt. Phillip A. Walters 

 Bat. Chief J. Keith Wilder is the father of 

o Firefighter Cameron J. McAuliff  

 Capt. Christopher J. Atkins is the father of 

o Firefighter John R. Atkins  

 Capt. C. Randy Atkins is the father of 

o Firefighter Jacob T. Atkins 



 

 
4 

 

 Captain Douglas B. Campbell  is the father of 

o Firefighter Brannden C. Campbell 

 Capt. Darrell R. Canady (ret. 2009) is the father of 

o Firefighter P. Shane Canady (ret. 2015) 

 Capt. Mike Cooper  (left 1991) is the father of 

o Firefighter Noah Cooper 

 Capt. William B. Dillard (ret. 2012) is the father of 

o Lt. William B. Dillard Jr.  

 Capt. James Farantatos (ret. 2003) is the father of 

o Lt. Jerry J. Farantatos (ret. 2022) 

 Capt. Billy T. Fowler (ret. 1986) is the father of 

o Fire Chief Earl F. Fowler (ret. 2005) 

 Capt. Wayland E. Holden (ret. 2010) is the father of 

o Capt. W. Neal Holden 

 Capt. J. Anthony Lane (ret. 2019) is the father of 

o Lt. Joseph A. Lane 

 Capt. Michael E. Murray (ret. 1993) is the father of 

o Capt. Michael C. Murray and 

o Capt. Nicholas L. Murray 

 Capt. Charles C. Narron (ret. 1994) is the father of 

o Capt. Charles C. Narron Jr.  

 Capt. R. Fred Noble .  (ret. 2017) is the father of 

o Firefighter Royce C. Noble 

 Capt. Dominic R. Orlando (ret. 2021) is the stepfather of 

o First Class Firefighter Devin R. Callahan 

 Capt. Reginald L. Poole (ret. 1992) is the father of 

o Firefighter John M. Poole (left 1988) 

 Capt. James E. Reeves  (ret. 2021) is the father of 

o Firefighter Joshua Reeves 

 Capt. William M. Stanfield (ret. 2019) is the father of 

o Firefighter William M. Stanfield II  

 Capt. William M. Stricker is the father of 

o Firefighter Cole T. Stricker 

 Capt. Anthony D. Tant is the father of 

o Lt. Dalton S. Tant  
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 Capt. James E Tyner  (ret. 2014) is the father of 

o Lt. Jonathan S. Tyner (left 2021) 

 Lt. A. Eric Capps is the father of 

o First Class Firefighter Jordan B. Capps  

 Lt. Marvin J. Johnson (ret. 2015) is the father of 

o Firefighter Andrew J. Johnson (died 2009) 

 Lt. Wayne M. Wortham (ret. 2001) is the father of 

 Fire Mechanic G. Brian Dillard  is the father of 

o First Class Firefighter Jeremy M. Dillard  

 Firefighter James R. Bell (ret. 1997) is the stepfather of 

o Captain and Safety Officer Sammy G. McIntyre (ret. 2012) 

 Firefighter Peter A. Giambattista  (left 1983) is the father of 

o Firefighter Peter Giambattista. 

 Firefighter J. Wayne Jackson (ret. 1998) is the father of 

o Firefighter Gary W. Jackson (left 1998) 

 Firefighter George E. Jones (ret. 1989) is the father of 

o Firefighter George E. Jones Jr. (left 2010) 

 See more fathers, sons, and daughters below. 

 

Grandsons 

 Bat. Chief Drewery H. Williams (ret. 1988) is the grandfather of 

o Capt. Grant A. Williams, who is the brother-in-law of 

 Capt. John B. Rasor 

 Capt. C. Judd Stephenson (ret. 1963) is the grandfather of 

o Firefighter Jonathan C. Braswell (left 2017) 

Brothers and Sisters 

 Bat. Chief Lewis V. Choplin (ret. 1981) and  

[rank?] Elton Choplin (circa 1950s) are brothers 

 Bat. Chief Lynn P. Johnson (ret. 2003) and  

Firefighter Wayne R. Johnson (ret. 1983) are brothers 

 Bat. Chief Jerry G. Pace Jr. (ret. 2012) is brother-in-law to  

Firefighter H. Leon Cobb (left 1984?) 
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 Bat. Chief Stephen J. Talton (ret. 1976) and  

[rank?] John K. Talton (left 1968?) are brothers 

 Capt. Michael S. Alford (ret. 2003) and  

Firefighter W. Curtis Alford (ret. 1998) are brothers 

 Capt. Calvin R. Boseman (ret. 1978) and  

Firefighter Ray A. Boseman (left 1956?) are brothers 

 Capt. William E. Brooks (ret. 1995) and  

[rank?] Thomas W. Brooks (left 1986) are brothers 

 Capt. Gregory R. Ceisner and 

Senior Firefighter Jason D. Ceisner are brothers 

 Capt. Francis M. Conyers (ret. 1991) and  

Capt. Norman E. Conyers (ret. 1981) are brothers, and brothers-in-law of 

District Chief Lealon T. Frazier  (died 1975) 

 Capt. John G. Harrison (ret. 1961) is brother-in-law to 

Capt. Edward G. McGhee (ret. 1959) 

 Capt. Glenn B. Jones (ret. 2016) and  

Capt. Charles E. Jones (ret. 2010) are brothers 

 Deputy Fire Marshal and Capt. Christopher D. Laxton and  

Capt. Kevin A. Laxton are brothers 

 Capt. Harry R. Mimms (ret. 1977) and  

Lt. Paul A. Mimms (died on duty 1965) are brothers 

 Capt. Norwood M. Peacock (ret. 1990) and  

Firefighter Robert L. Peacock (ret. 2003) are brothers 

 Capt. Aldred L. Perry (ret. 1981) and  

Firefighter Labon B. Perry (died 1958) are brothers 

 Capt. Cynthia R. Rubens (ret. 2010) is sister-in-law to  

Capt. Raymond C. Ellis (ret. 1996) 

 Capt. A. Wade Watkins (ret. 1972?) and  

[rank?] Henry C. Watkins (left by 1949) are brothers 

 Lt. Thomas G. Rich (ret. 1991) is the brother-in-law of  

Lt. Jimmy W. Eddins (left 1976) 

 Capt. Adam L. Walker and  

Lt. Brady A. Alton are brothers-in-law 
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 Lt. Randall L. Wright (ret. 2010) and 
Lt. E. Scott Wright (ret. 2022) are brothers 

 Lt. D. Kyle English and 

Lt. Kevin C. English are brothers 

 First Class Firefighter Corey Ault and  

Lt. Ryan W. Ault  are brothers 

 Lt. Christian C. Christopoulos and 

Lt. Nicholas D. Christopoulos are brothers 

 Lt. Wayne T. Ennis and 

Lt. Daniel L. Ennis are brothers 

 Firefighter Shane A. Gouge (left 2022) and 

Firefighter Tyler L. Gouge are brothers 

 Firefighter William Hernandez-Pena and 

Firefighter Wilbert Hernandez are brothers. 

 Firefighter Eugene E. Lasater (died 1930) and  

[rank?] Grodott E. Lasater (left 1920s?) are brothers 

 Firefighter George B. Wrenn (ret. 1993) and  

Firefighter John R. Wrenn (left 1967?) are brothers 

 See more brothers and sisters below. 

 
Husbands and Wives 

 Capt. James W. Parker (ret. 2001) is married to  

Fire Educator N. Jan Parker (ret. 2007) 

 Capt. Dwayne D. Whitaker is the former husband of  

Lt. Michelle L. [Munisteri] Whitaker (left 2017) 

 Lt. Leotha Forte (ret. 1989) is married to  

Firefighter Phyllis H. [Webb] Forte (ret. 1988) 

 Lt. Steven G. Griffin is married to  

Fire Planner (and earlier Firefighter) Allison G. [Hall] Griffin (left 2009) 

 See more husbands and wives below. 
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Extended Families 

 Fire Chief Sherman A. Pickard (ret. 1995) is married to  

o Firefighter Matilda A. [White] Pickard (ret. 1994), who was married to the brother of the 

grandfather of 

 Division Chief S. Scott White, who is the father of 

 Lt. Matthew S. White. 

 Chief White is also the brother-in-law of 

 Bat. Chief E. Mikkey Martin (ret. 2013) is the brother-in-law of 

 Fire Chief John B. Keeter (ret. 1973) is the uncle of 

o Fire Services Manager J. Thomas Gattis (ret. 1999), who is the son-in-law of 

 Capt. Charles A. Lloyd (ret. 1979), who is the first cousin to 

 Lt. Phillip M. Pearce (ret. 1990), who is the grandfather of 

o Firefighter Dexter R. Pearce, and the great uncle of the wife of 

 Capt. Anthony J. Cantin, who is the uncle of 

 Firefighter Steven L. Cantin  

 

 Asst. Chief J. Danny Poole is the father of 

o Capt. J. Davis Poole 

 Chief Poole's brother's father-in-law is 

o Firefighter Charles F. Spence (left 1954?) 

 Chief Poole is also related by marriage (Danny's wife married Jonny’s mother’s sister) to 

o Fire Chief Jonny B. Sandy (ret. 1999), who is the uncle of 

 Lt. Donald W. Griffin (ret. 2021) 

o Chief Sandy is also related to former member 

 [rank?] Thurman A. Sandy (left 1917) 

 Chief Poole is also related by marriage to 

o Capt. J. Roy Moody (ret. 1983), who is second cousin to 

 Capt. Wilbur K. Beasley (ret. 1982) 

o Capt. Moody is also brother-in-law to 

 Lt. Orlin V. Wilder (ret. 1983), who is the brother of 
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 Lt. Roma L. Wilder (ret. 1981). 

 

 Asst. Chief Tommie Ann [Blalock] [Driver] Styons (ret. 2008) is the former wife of 

o Asst. Chief W. Russell Styons (ret. 2012), whose great uncle is 

 Asst. Chief Robert M. Whittington (ret. 1991), who is the father of 

 Firefighter Robert M. Whittington Jr. (left 1997), who is the father of 

o Lt. Shane M. Whittington 

 Chief T. Styons is also the former wife of 

o Firefighter Richard N. Blalock (ret. 1996), and the former sister-in-law of 

 Capt. W. Dale Wall (ret. 2014), who is related to others, see below. 

 

 Chief R. Styons is also cousin to 

o Firefighter James H. McLamb, and distant cousin to 

 Capt. T. Mickey Matthews (ret. 2001) and his brother 

 Lt. Tony D. Matthews (ret. 2003). 

 

 Bat. Chief Charles E. Kelly (died 1978) is brother-in-law of 

o Capt. Ronald P. Ricks (ret. 2008), who is father of 

 First Class Firefighter Kevin L. Ricks 

  

 Bat. Chief Aubrey C. Rich (ret 2018) is the father of 

o Firefighter Joshua D. Rich 

Chief Rich is also the son-in-law of 

o Lt. Creighton B. Edwards (ret. 1991), who is the cousin of 

 Asst. Chief Claude T. May (ret. 1981), who is the brother-in-law of 

 Capt. Robert A. Stanley  (ret. 1995), who is the father-in-in-law of 

o Capt. Milton A. Tart (ret. 2021) 

 Capt. Stanley is also the brother-in-law of 

o Bat. Chief Ellis H. Beasley (ret. 1990), who is the father of 

 Lt. E. Tim Beasley (ret. 2012) 

o Chief Beasley is also the brother-in-law of 
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 Capt. Henry L. Gosnell  (ret. 1981), and 

 Capt. James E. Barnett  (ret. 1990) 

 

 Bat. Chief Albert G. Stell (ret. 1994) is both the uncle of 

o Captain David M. Stell (ret. 2005) and also related to 

 [rank?] Charlie R. Stell (left 1976). 

 

 Capt. Donald L. Carter (ret. 2010) is both the son of 

o Capt. Clyde R. Carter (ret. 1983) and the nephew of 

 Capt. Robert D. Truelove (ret. 1982), who is the cousin of 

 Lt. Richard M. Eddins (ret. 1985). 

 

 Capt. Patrick T. Overton is brother of 

o Capt. Zeb W. Overton  (ret. 2014), who is father of 

 Firefighter Joshua R. Overton 

  

 Capt. W. Greg Wall (ret. 2017) and 

o Bat. Chief A. Randy Wall (ret. 2009) are brothers, and cousins of 

 Capt. Terry W. Partin (ret. 2008) and 

 Asst. Chief L. Bryant Woodall (ret. 2010), who is the father of 

 First Class Firefighter Devin C. Woodall 

o Chief Wall is also the father-in-law of 

 Firefighter Bradley A. Stikeleather (ret. 2014) and the uncle of 

 Senior Firefighter Adam L. Keith, who is the grandson of 

o Fire Chief Rufus E. Keith (ret. 1982) 

 Firefighter Keith is also the stepson of 

o Capt. W. Willie Medlin (ret. 2007), who is the brother of 

o Lt. Billy T. Medlin (ret. 2008) 

o The Medlins are also cousins of 

 Garage Supervisor Charles R. Medlin (ret. 1994), who is the 

cousin of 

 Mechanic Joe L. Medlin (ret. 2000) 
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 The Walls are also distant cousins to 

o Capt. W. Dale Wall (ret. 2014), who is a distant cousin to 

 Bat. Chief G. Randy Bagwell (ret. 2016),  who is both the brother of 

 Firefighter James E. Bagwell (left 1981), and the uncle of 

o Battalion Chief David G. Bagwell 

 Chief Bagwell is also father of 

 Senior Firefighter Emmet R. Bagwell 

 Chief Bagwell is also father-in-law of 

 Senior Firefighter Jason W. Lee , who is the brother of 

 Capt. J. Alan Lee (ret. 2016). 

 Chief Bagwell's nieces are also wives to 

 Capt. David G. Barefoot (ret. 2021), who is the father-in-law of 

o Firefighter Jacob Groover,  

and 

 Capt. Dennis B. Tart (ret. 2020), who is father of 

o Firefighter Ethan B. Tart, who is cousin of  

o Firefighter Bradley Tart 

 Chief Bagwell is also related to our first 

 Fire Chief Sherwood B. Brockwell (left 1914). See below. 

 

 Capt. C. Eugene East (ret. 2021) is the stepson of 

o Capt. James H. Faison (ret. 1999), who is the brother of 

o Lt. Harold R. Faison (died 1984). 

 

 Capt. Ollie L. Blake (ret. 1982) is the brother of 

o Capt. F. Laurel Blake (died 1979), who is the father of 

 Firefighter Chuck R. Blake (left 1988) 

 Capt. Steven P. Bartholomew (ret. 2017) is both the son of 

o Capt. Bill Bartholomew (ret. 1979) and the cousin of 

 Capt. Lewis E. Bartholomew (died/retired 1978).  
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 Capt. Jason R. Lane is the brother of 

o Capt. Nicholas G. Lane, who is the husband of 

o Senior Firefighter Teresa B. [Waycaster] Lane.  

 

 Capt. David E. Lynn is the son of 

o Training Chief Alfred E. Lynn (ret. 2006), who is the husband of 

o Capt. B. Ann [Newton] Lynn (ret. 2005), who is the former wife of 

o Firefighter Wayne W. Newton (left 1981). 

 

 Lt. Russell C. Scott (ret. 2019) is the brother of 

o Capt. Randall C. Scott (ret. 2020), who is the brother-in-law of 

o Lt. Justin D. Rose (ret. 2022). 

 

 Lt. H. Ezzell Partin (ret. 1977) is both the uncle of 

o [rank?] Josephus D. Partin (left 1968?) and also married the former wife of 

o Bat. Chief R. Merton King (died 1995). 

 

 Lt. Thomas R. Hodge (ret. 1989) is both the son of 

o [rank?] Julius C. Hodge (left/retired 1949?) and the cousin of 

 Bat. Chief James E. Warren (ret. 1986), who is the son of 

 Lt. Edwin T. Warren (left ?). 

 

 Capt. Scott P. Franks (ret. 2016) is the son of 

o Capt. Michael W. Franks (ret. 2006), who is the cousin of both 

 Bat. Chief Paul D. Johnson (ret. 2005) and 

 Lt. James L. Franks (ret. 2005), who is brother-in-law to 

 Lt. M. Reginald Hocutt  (ret. 2012). 

 

 Capt. Nicholas J. Lamotta is the brother of 

o Fist Class Firefighter Jordan T. Lamotta, and 

o Senior Firefighter Kelly [Lamotta] Holland (ret. 2023), who is the wife of 

o Lt. Travis M. Holland, who is the cousin of 
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o Senior Firefighter Davey F. Hodge  

 

 Firefighter Leonard A. Wood  (left 1968), is the father of 

o Firefighter Kathy J. [Norris] Wood  (ret. 1993), who is the former wife of 

o Lt. Bobby E. Smith  (ret. 2012). Wood was also the sister-in-law of 

o Firefighter John W. Smith  (left 1978) 

Other Relations 

 Battalion Chief Dena M. Ali is the niece of  

Firefighter Jameel A. Ali (left 1982), who is the father-in-law of 

Senior Firefighter Brian C. McGinnis.   

 Capt. Larry D. Averette (ret. 1992) is the cousin of  

Lt. Paul L. Averette (ret. 2003) 

 Capt. Phillip W. Jernigan  (ret. 2015) is the uncle of 

First Class Firefighter Aaron W. Proctor 

 Capt. Robert M. Jackowski (ret. 2021) is the uncle of  

First Class Firefighter Travis J. Jackowski 

 Capt. W. Robert Marshburn (ret 2005) is the cousin of  

Firefighter Tommy L. Marshburn (ret. 2000) 

 Capt. R. Thomas McGee (ret. 2023) is the uncle of Firefighter Rodney D. McGee 

 Capt. Phil S. Morgan (ret. 2023) is the uncle of Firefighter Austin J. Partin 

 Capt. Christopher P. Tucker (ret. 2021) is the nephew of  

Lt.? James R. Radford (ret. 1986) 

 Capt. Jerry Ward (ret 201_) and familyFirst Class Firefighter Brandon M. Baucom are second cousins 

 Capt. Charles T. Wood (ret. 1978) is the great uncle of 

Senior Firefighter Jordan L. Whitley 

 Lt. S. Alan Moody (ret. 2014) is the nephew of  

Capt. Robert S. Moody (died 1979) 

 Lt. Timothy A. Keeter (ret. 2012) is the distant cousin of  

Capt. J. Ray Driver (ret. 1995) 

 Lt. Jonathan E. Morris is the nephew of  

Asst. Chief Phillip C. Woodlief (ret. 2010) 
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 Captain G. Antonio Todd, is the cousin of  

First Class Firefighter Harrison J. Todd, and  

Senior Firefighter Joe N. Montague Jr.  

Three Wilbert Dunns 

 Capt. Wilbert “Tramp” Dunn (ret. 2003) is related to both 

 Lt. Wilbert E. Dunn (ret. 2012)  and 

 Lt. Wilbert Dunn Jr. (ret. 2008). 
   

Bagwell and Brockwell 

Battalion Chief G. Randy Bagwell (ret. 2016) is related by marriage to Fire Chief Sherwood B. Brockwell, the 

first full-time Fire Chief of the Raleigh Fire Department. Born in 1885 and a former volunteer firefighter in 

Raleigh, he served as Fire Chief from 1912 to 1914. He was then appointed as the first state Fire Marshal and 

served for 39 years. He was married to Mildred Bagwell Brockwell, born 1886. They had two sons (Sherwood 

and Kenlon) and two daughters (Langdon and Mary).   

 

Here's the lineage: 

 Littlebery "Berry" Bagwell (great-great-great grandfather) is the father of 

 Needham B. Bagwell (great-great grandfather) is the father of 

 Henry W. M. Bagwell (great-grandfather) is the father of 

 Dallie L. Bagwell (grandfather) is the father of 

 Emmett D. Bagwell is the father of 

 G. Randy Bagwell 

And. 

 Littlebery "Berry" Bagwell (great-grandfather) is the father of 

 Andrew Jackson "Jack" Mason Bagwell (grandfather) is the father of 

 Arvestus "Vestus" Bagwell is the father of 

 Mildred Bagwell Brockwell is the husband of 

 Sherwood Battle Brockwell 

 

How do you define that relationship? 

Chief Bagwell is Chief Brockwell's third cousin by marriage, twice removed.  

 

Sources: 



 

 
15 

 

 Sherwood Brockwell obituary, http://www.legeros.com/ralwake/photos/weblog/pivot/entry.php?id=2291 

 Descendants of Daniel Bagwell, http://www.bagwells.com/ui11.htm 
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